ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY, MARYLAND
OFFICE OF THE BUDGET

BILL NUMBER:_99-25

INTRO. DATE: Dec. 15, 2025

FISCAL NOTE

BILL: SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT —AGRICULTURAL LAND 1 PRESERVATION —
DISCLOSURE OF RIGHT TO FARM

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION

This bill alters the existing “right to farm” provision in the Subdivision and Development Article
to state that existing or future agricultural operations, conducted or maintained in a manner
consistent with generally accepted agricultural management practices, are not actionable as or
subject to civil actions for private or public nuisance by reason of changed conditions in their
vicinity, including residential or commercial development, if the agricultural operation was
established prior to the surrounding non-agricultural uses. It provides that this protection is not lost
to the agricultural operation when the property changers ownership or size. The bill requires that
the sales contracts of certain properties contain a notice regarding agricultural operations. The bill
requires the County to establish a voluntary and non-binding complaint resolution process to
mediate disputes between an agricultural operation and its neighbors concerning alleged nuisances.

FISCAL IMPACT

Operating Budget — Personal Services: No effect. The requirements for notices to buyers do not
affect County government workloads or staffing. The requirement for a complaint resolution
process will not require additional staffing and could potentially be met by the existing Conflict
Resolution Center.

Operating Budget — Other Operating Costs: No effect. The requirements in the legislation can be
met with existing resources.

Capital Budget: No effect.

Revenues: No effect.

Indirect and future fiscal effects: None
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" Chris Trumbauer Date
Budget Officer
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Prepared by:  Neil Bergsman, Budget Analyst

cc: Billie Penley, Controller
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