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2025-10-10 10:16:30 Lora Moran Collins CHURCHTON MD 20733 Yes County Executive Pittman:
I am Lora Collins, an artist and founder of the Arts Lab of South 
County. We met at the August 2024 Southern Arundel Citizens for 
Responsible Development (SACReD) Discovery Village
meeting in Shady Side, MD. Mike Shay’s presentation showed how 
the Discovery Village two story office building is the ideal location for 
an urgently needed and long desired South County community 
center. A Discovery Village community center would provide space 
for the arts and artists such as the Arts Lab and Muddy Creek Artists 
Guild. SACReD asked you to buy Discovery Village.
After the meeting you asked me to show you the Arts Lab in Deale, 
MD. I was delighted that you took the time to come see my studio 
and the rest of the Arts Lab later that day. As you may recall, our 
current location in the basement and second floor of a repurposed 
residential house is beautiful but cramped and non-ADA compliant. It 
cannot accommodate our growing needs. We know we cannot stay 
there much longer. The physical constraints limit both participation 
and funding. If you cannot climb steps, you cannot use the building. 
Because the building is not ADA compliant, we are ineligible for grant
funding. Our artists&#39; studios are full. Our new and growing 
ceramics program is hugely successful, but we need a location that 
will allow for an outdoor wood kiln. We need a new location that is 
larger and ADA compliant. Discovery Village is that location. 
Discovery Village is a compelling resource for more than the Arts 
Lab. Discovery Village studio spaces, creative workshops and art 
shows would be a tremendous economic attraction
for tourism. It would provide a large community meeting and event 
venue. It would be a site for environmental education. Water-men 
making a living on the water, recreational boaters, tour boats, 
recreational and charter anglers, kayakers and stand-up 
paddleboarders would use the boat ramp, pier and shoreline. 
Discovery Village is the perfect fit for our community needs and our 
community maritime heritage. Discovery Village is for sale. The 
County must buy Discovery Village and turn it into the Discovery 
Village Public Boating and Community Center. Don't let this 
opportunity go!
We need you to do this for us!
Respectfully,

Lora Moran-Collins

2025-10-10 10:20:33 Lora Moran Collins CHURCHTON MD 20733 Yes Artists need a new home. We need a community center in south 
Anne Arundel County! Please see my letter to County Executive, 
Steuart Pittman attached.

https://www.aacounty.
org/system/files/webform/cc_g
eneral_testimony/72829/pittm
an-letter-final.docx

https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/72829/pittman-letter-final.docx
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/72829/pittman-letter-final.docx
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/72829/pittman-letter-final.docx
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/72829/pittman-letter-final.docx


FOR WEB General Testimony (submitted online) 10-20-2025

2

Timestamp First Name Last name City State Zip code

Are you 
representing 
yourself?

If not, who are you 
representing? Remarks File Upload (optional)

2025-10-11 11:35:32 Chris Wright Shady Side MD 21403 Yes Please purchase discovery village and restore adequate public water 
access for all in south Anne Arundel County. The parish creek idea 
will never work, it’s too difficult for the vast majority of recreational 
boaters to navigate and park a trailer at those facilities. It’s hard to 
describe but I will attempt an analogy, ramp access like discovery 
village or truxton park for example, is the equivalent of a bunny slope 
in snow skiing….any boater of any experience and vessel size can 
easily navigate a trailer, back up for launch and park….parish creek 
however is like a black diamond that 90% of boaters that happily 
used discovery village regularly wouldn’t even attempt to launch 
there for fear of liability and embarrassment. Its extremely difficult 
and daunting to launch and trailer a boat without a facility like 
discovery village. There are YouTube channels dedicated to filming 
people having difficulty trailering at boat ramps as it’s much trickier 
than it looks. You will see that almost no one even attempts to use 
the facilities at Parish Creek for because it is simply too difficult use 
for the vast majority of trailering boaters. The low public ramp usage 
at parish creek should not in any way infer there is low demand for 
an appropriate public access like discovery village. Furthermore 
many of us, myself included, bought property and moved to shady 
side because of maritime culture and easy access to the 
Chesapeake. We pay a premium to live in Anne Arundel county and 
much of our tax payer dollars go towards initiatives that incur costs to 
avoid negatively impacting bay water quality, ecosystem health. The 
bay is public natural resource all of us deserve robust access to in 
the form of appropriate public water access facilities like the 
discovery village boat ramps. 

2025-10-11 12:30:34 Tommy Miller North Beach MD 20714 Yes A public because at ramp in south county should be a priority.  There 
are many residents that enjoy getting on the water but don’t want the 
financial burden of keeping a boat in a slip.  We shouldn't have to 
drive 45 minutes to get in the water.  The county allocated an 
enormous amount of money for this project but negotiated an 
agreement that was only beneficial to the property owner. I think it’s 
time to follow the money and expose those people involved in the 
sham. 

2025-10-12 10:54:21 Lou Hyde Tracys Landing, MD.MD 20779 Yes Along with many others, I am in favor of AA County purchasing the 
Discovery Village property not only for the boat ramp but a real 
community center

2025-10-12 12:28:23 Andrew Smith Millersville Maryland 21108 Yes I would like the county to purchase the Discovery Village property as 
a public boat ramp. It is terrible that we lost access to this public 
resource this year, and it is greatly needed as one of only three 
county public boat ramps in a county that borders 6 major rivers on 
the Chesapeake. 

2025-10-12 17:52:55 Rick Parkhurst Ellicott City MD 21043 Yes I am not a registered voter in you county, and do spend a lot of time 
and money in AAC, and did use the " Discovery Village" ramp for my 
kayak when it was public. This is just wrong on so many levels. 

2025-10-12 22:22:43 Daniel Einhaus Crofton MD 21114 Yes The Discovery Village ramp gives access to a stretch of estuaries 
and bay areas that would required a more significant landside and/or 
waterside trip to reach. As a citizen who uses both motorboats and 
kayaks, having access to this region of the water is only possible due 
to the Discovery Village ramp. Repurposing the land for the future 
use of private business or other public use restricts the very purpose 
for which the county took money to maintain the ramp - for the public’
s use and enjoyment of the water. Since the county took the funds 
for this purpose, it should have negotiated and established a suitable 
solution prior to blocking the ramp.
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2025-10-13 7:50:04 Ray Kinstler Deale Md 20751 Yes As a over taxed & citizen of Anne Arundel County I request a public 
boat ramp for usage for my boats. There is no boat ramps here in 
South County 

2025-10-13 8:37:19 Garry Griffis Huntingtown MD 20639 Yes I've used that ramp a couple times and very surprised to see it 
closed so soon. We in southern Md. need this opened back up 
PLEASE !

2025-10-13 9:17:41 Benjamin Cluster Taneytown MD 21787 Yes Please Keep Discovery Village.  I am a Commercial Crabber that 
uses Discovery Village Boat Ramp .   This has really put a damper 
on being able to access the Rhodes/West River.   MD TFL License # 
20046   
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2025-10-13 11:39:39 Kendra Smith Mayo MD 21106 No Muddy Creek Artists 
Guild

October 13, 2025

Honorable Steuart Pittman, County Executive
Anne Arundel County
Arundel Center
44 Calvert Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear County Executive Pittman:

I am writing to you on behalf of the Muddy Creek Artists Guild 
(MCAG), a group of 80 artists living and/or working in southern Anne 
Arundel County. MCAG has been a robust organization in the South 
County community since 2009, actively encouraging, supporting and 
promoting original artworks by its members through shows and 
sales, offering low cost artist-led workshops for the public, running 
free community art projects at our shows, and supporting art 
education in K-12 public schools in South County by raising money 
for school art supplies through the sale of member-donated art. 

MCAG hosts three large, multi-day pop-up shows every year in 
temporary “gallery” installations at South County locations. As an 
organization running on a not-for-profit basis, it is not in our budget to 
pay the going rate for retail space. Over the past 16 years, we have 
had the good fortune of partnering with a number of South County 
commercial property owners to ensure a consistent presence for 
culture and art in this area through their generous offering of 
temporary space at low to no cost. 

Every year, however, it becomes increasingly difficult to find 
available and affordable space large enough to house our shows, to 
the point where we will soon be faced with reducing and/or 
eliminating a number of MCAG activities. This problem could be 
resolved through the development of a South County community 
center at Discovery Village.

I have read and support the proposal made to the county by the 
Southern Arundel Citizens for Responsible Development (SACReD) 
for Discovery Village as an ideal location, not only for the arts, but 
also environmental education, and use of the boat ramp, pier and 
shoreline by watermen and recreational boaters and anglers.

Discovery Village is for sale now. The County has the ability to 
address our community needs and support our community maritime 
heritage by purchasing this property and turning it into the Discovery 
Village Public Boating and Community Center. Do not let this 
opportunity slip away!

Sincerely,

Kendra Smith
President, Muddy Creek Artists Guild
Muddycreekartistsguild@gmail.com

https://www.aacounty.
org/system/files/webform/cc_g
eneral_testimony/73007/mcag
-pittman-letter.pdf

https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73007/mcag-pittman-letter.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73007/mcag-pittman-letter.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73007/mcag-pittman-letter.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73007/mcag-pittman-letter.pdf
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2025-10-13 20:29:38 Eurasia Santacroce Shady Side Md 20764 Yes Access to public waterways is a fundamental right for every member 
of our community, not a privilege reserved only for those who can 
afford private access or high launch fees. The closure of the 
Discovery Village boat ramp in Shady Side has unfairly limited 
opportunities for local residents, families, and visitors to enjoy our 
shared natural resources.

Reopening the ramp would restore equitable access to the water for 
recreational boaters, anglers, and outdoor enthusiasts of all income 
levels. It would also support local small businesses—such as bait 
shops, marinas, restaurants, and tourism services—that rely on the 
steady flow of visitors drawn by easy, affordable water access.

Moreover, maintaining a free public boat ramp encourages 
responsible use of our waterways by providing a safe, designated 
launch site, helping to reduce illegal or unsafe launching from 
unauthorized areas. The county has already invested in this 
infrastructure; keeping it closed serves no public benefit.

Reopening the boat ramp is not just about convenience—it’s about 
fairness, community access, and supporting the economic and 
environmental health of our area. We urge decision-makers to act in 
the public’s best interest and reopen this vital access point for all to 
enjoy.

Thank you. 
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2025-10-14 11:17:37 Lisa Arrasmith Hanover MD 21076 No The Public Water 
Access Committee

Thank you to BoatU.S. for your support of public use of the 
Discovery Village boat ramp. 

Letter text:

"October 1, 2025
Honorable Steuart Pittman, County Executive
Anne Arundel County
Arundel Center
44 Calvert Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

County Executive Pittman:

BoatU.S. is the nation’s largest advocacy, services, and safety group 
for recreational boaters, with more than 740,000 dues-paying 
members nationwide, including nearly 28,000 in the state of 
Maryland.
Our members come from all walks of life and represent the full range 
of boating activities, with their vessels often representing a family's 
largest investment in outdoor recreation. We express our significant 
concerns with the closure of Discovery Village Boat Launch Facility. 
We urge the county to preserve this critical boating access facility for 
the thousands of Anne Arundel and Maryland boaters.

The Discovery Village ramp was made possible in part through a 
$533,833 Waterway Improvement Fund (WIF) grant awarded to 
Anne Arundel County in FY 2018. This state investment, along with 
the County’s long-term lease agreement through 2046, was intended 
to ensure public boating access for decades. As outlined in the 
Department of Natural Resources’ July 17, 2025, letter, closing the 
facility not only denies access to thousands of county and regional 
boaters, but also places the County in breach of its obligations under 
the grant agreement.

We particularly note that funding for the WIF program is supported in 
part by the Federal Sportfish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund. 
Through taxes paid by recreational boaters and anglers, this Fund 
provides boating access across the nation. “Trust” is a crucial term in 
this case, with boaters trusting their funds will be used as the County 
agreed, to keep the Discovery Village boat ramp open to all.

Access to the water is critical for Maryland’s boating community. 
Public ramps like Discovery
Village serve everyday families, anglers, and small-boat owners who 
cannot afford private marina fees. With limited alternative facilities 
available in the region, the loss of this access point will have a 
disproportionate impact on residents of Anne Arundel County and 
beyond.

On behalf of our members, we respectfully urge Anne Arundel 
County to take immediate steps to restore public access to the 
Discovery Village Boat Launch Facility. We would welcome the 
opportunity to work with you and your staff to find a solution that 
preserves this essential access for the public.

Thank you for your consideration of our views. We would appreciate 
the opportunity to meet
regarding this matter and are available at your disposal.

Sincerely,
David B. Kennedy
BoatU.S. Government Affairs"

https://www.aacounty.
org/system/files/webform/cc_g
eneral_testimony/73110/boatu
s-letter-to-anne-arudel-county-
regarding-closure-of-the-
discovery-village-boat-ramp.
pdf

https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73110/boatus-letter-to-anne-arudel-county-regarding-closure-of-the-discovery-village-boat-ramp.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73110/boatus-letter-to-anne-arudel-county-regarding-closure-of-the-discovery-village-boat-ramp.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73110/boatus-letter-to-anne-arudel-county-regarding-closure-of-the-discovery-village-boat-ramp.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73110/boatus-letter-to-anne-arudel-county-regarding-closure-of-the-discovery-village-boat-ramp.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73110/boatus-letter-to-anne-arudel-county-regarding-closure-of-the-discovery-village-boat-ramp.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73110/boatus-letter-to-anne-arudel-county-regarding-closure-of-the-discovery-village-boat-ramp.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73110/boatus-letter-to-anne-arudel-county-regarding-closure-of-the-discovery-village-boat-ramp.pdf
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2025-10-14 11:29:14 Lisa Arrasmith Hanover MD 21076 No The Public Water 
Access Committee

Thank you to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources for its 
dedication to public water access and careful stewardship of the 
Waterway Improvment Fund. 

Letter text:

"July 17, 2025

Honorable Steuart Pittman, County Executive
Anne Arundel County
Arundel Center
44 Calvert Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Discovery Village Boat Launch Facility
       Waterway Improvement Funding

Dear County Executive Pittman:

The Department of Natural Resources has recently been made 
aware that, effective July 1, 2025, the Discovery Village Boat Launch 
Facility is no longer accessible to the public. The Department learned 
of this through a third party and was not provided any notice of this 
decision by Anne Arundel County.

In September 2016, Anne Arundel County applied for a State 
Waterway Improvement Fund (WIF) grant from the Department of 
Natural Resources for the new public boating access location at 
Discovery Village. This public boat launch facility was the County’s 
highest priority application, and new public boating facilities are 
always a high priority for the Department. Through a competitive 
review of all statewide applications submitted for FY 2018, the 
County was awarded grant funding ultimately totaling $533,833 
under grant number MF-0271A-18 managed by the County 
Department of Public Works. The investment of public funds in this 
high priority public boating facility was possible due to the long-term 
lease entered into between the County and the property owner, 
which established that the facility would remain open to the public 
until 2046. Additionally, the County signed a grant agreement with 
terms and conditions committing the County to keeping this facility 
available and open to the general boating public for the term of the 
lease. The Grant Agreement and modification are attached hereto.

The Department of Natural Resources has a financial interest in this 
facility due to the public Waterway Improvement Fund grant. The 
agreement between the Department and the County requires the 
operation of this boat launch or other comparable facility. Closing the 
Discovery Village Boat Launch Facility is a breach of this agreement. 
If the County cannot meet its obligations pursuant to the grant 
agreement, the Department may seek to enforce its rights, which 
includes the repayment of the grant to the Waterway Improvement 
Fund.

The Department’s goal is to provide a boat launch facility to the 
public. We respectfully request that you contact me as soon as 
possible so we can setup a meeting to discuss this further.

Sincerely,
David Goshorn, Deputy Secretary
Enclosures

cc: Chris Trumbauer, Budget Officer"

https://www.aacounty.
org/system/files/webform/cc_g
eneral_testimony/73113/wif-
funding_aa_discovery-village-
boat-ramp-8-8-2025-ltr-from-
dnr-to-aa-co.pdf

https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73113/wif-funding_aa_discovery-village-boat-ramp-8-8-2025-ltr-from-dnr-to-aa-co.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73113/wif-funding_aa_discovery-village-boat-ramp-8-8-2025-ltr-from-dnr-to-aa-co.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73113/wif-funding_aa_discovery-village-boat-ramp-8-8-2025-ltr-from-dnr-to-aa-co.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73113/wif-funding_aa_discovery-village-boat-ramp-8-8-2025-ltr-from-dnr-to-aa-co.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73113/wif-funding_aa_discovery-village-boat-ramp-8-8-2025-ltr-from-dnr-to-aa-co.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73113/wif-funding_aa_discovery-village-boat-ramp-8-8-2025-ltr-from-dnr-to-aa-co.pdf
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2025-10-14 13:01:08 Adam Swartz Shady Side MD 20764 Yes Lived in shady side 10 years. Bought a boat when the ramp was 
installed because we finally had public access. 
The deal with the property owner was a visible a cash grab. Political 
leaders made the choices and pockets were lined. Restore the 
property to the county and do what is right for the public.

2025-10-15 9:16:23 Lisa Arrasmith Hanover MD 21076 No The Public Water 
Access Committee

See the attached picture of the potential of the two story Discovery 
Village office building repurposed as a long sought and long needed 
community center in South County. Discovery Village is a multi-
purpose resource, with the potential to serve both marine recreation 
and commerce and community meeting and recreation needs. 

Anne Arundel County must buy Discovery Village, immediate re-
open the Discovery Village boat ramp to the boating public and 
create the Discovery Village Public Boating and Community Center. 

https://www.aacounty.
org/system/files/webform/cc_g
eneral_testimony/73216/disco
very-village-renovated.png

2025-10-19 8:11:00 Karen Elsbree Annapolis MD 21401 Yes The county needs to purchase the Discovery Village Public Boat 
Ramp now with  the $3.1 million in the FY26 Boat Ramp 
Development fund instead of pushing the decision down the road.  
This commitment was made and needs to be followed through.

2025-10-19 11:06:31 David Kennedy Annapolis MD 21403 No Boat Owners 
Association of The 
United States, BoatU.S.

2025-10-19 17:05:53 Jeff Evason Annapolis MD 21403 Yes Buy Discovery Village! After the mess this summer brought on by 
Council, our boating season was ruined. Enough - my votes in the 
next election will be determined by actions of the current council 
members on Discovery Village. 

2025-10-20 8:11:01 Kathleen FitzGerald Shady Side MD 20764 Yes First, thank you for the reopening of the Discovery Village Boat 
Ramp. It was the absolute right thing to do for our South County 
community and all of its maritime members.

Now, you job as council members is to do the right thing by creating 
a South County Community Center at Discovery Village.

In, addition to being very active with the boast ramp project, I am a 
current and very active member of the Muddy Creek Artists Guild for 
5 years now. I am a member of the board. We are 86 members 
STRONG!

As, the boating community, we will not go away until you further 
explore ways and avenues to make this happen for us and others in 
the community that make great contributions instead of crossing the 
bridge to Annapolis!!! We live here and are PROUD South County 
citizens. Our tax dollars should be spent on valuable 
resources/places as Discovery Village.

While, I can not attend tonight's meeting, you have seen and heard 
from me in person in at the Shady Side Library and in your own 
council chambers. You will see and hear from me again in the near 
future!!

This is a picture taken in Deale. I sell these photograph and my 
paintings of my life in South County at all of the MCAG Art Shows.

Sincerely,

Kathleen FitzGerald

https://www.aacounty.
org/system/files/webform/cc_g
eneral_testimony/73607/img_
4574.jpeg

https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73216/discovery-village-renovated.png
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73216/discovery-village-renovated.png
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73216/discovery-village-renovated.png
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73216/discovery-village-renovated.png
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73607/img_4574.jpeg
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73607/img_4574.jpeg
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73607/img_4574.jpeg
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73607/img_4574.jpeg
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2025-10-20 9:28:45 Matt Minahan Edgewater MD 21037 No Growth Action Network https://www.aacounty.
org/system/files/webform/cc_g
eneral_testimony/73619/gan-
council-testimony-oct-20-
2025-on-why-we-need-a-
planning-commission.docx

2025-10-20 10:25:34 Julia Howes Churchton MD 20733 No Southern Anne Arundel 
Chamber of Commerce

Please see the attached survey pertaining to the Discovery Village 
Park and Water Access. A temporary solution has been created but 
we cannot get complacent. The next 21 months is the time to 
research and determine a new 30+ year plan

https://www.aacounty.
org/system/files/webform/cc_g
eneral_testimony/73643/south
_county_water_access2025-
10-20_10_07_15.pdf

https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73619/gan-council-testimony-oct-20-2025-on-why-we-need-a-planning-commission.docx
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73619/gan-council-testimony-oct-20-2025-on-why-we-need-a-planning-commission.docx
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73619/gan-council-testimony-oct-20-2025-on-why-we-need-a-planning-commission.docx
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73619/gan-council-testimony-oct-20-2025-on-why-we-need-a-planning-commission.docx
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73619/gan-council-testimony-oct-20-2025-on-why-we-need-a-planning-commission.docx
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73619/gan-council-testimony-oct-20-2025-on-why-we-need-a-planning-commission.docx
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73643/south_county_water_access2025-10-20_10_07_15.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73643/south_county_water_access2025-10-20_10_07_15.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73643/south_county_water_access2025-10-20_10_07_15.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73643/south_county_water_access2025-10-20_10_07_15.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimony/73643/south_county_water_access2025-10-20_10_07_15.pdf

