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REQUEST 
 
The applicants are requesting a variance to allow a dwelling addition (screened porch and patio) 
with less setbacks than required on property located at 910 Skyhill Lane in Odenton.       
 
LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF SITE 
 
The subject site consists of 7,040 square feet of land and is located with frontage on the northeast 
side of Skyhill Lane. It is identified as Lot 14 in Phase I of the Chapel Village subdivision, Parcel 
98 in Grid 17 on Tax Map 29. The property is zoned R5 – Residential District, and does not lie 
within the Chesapeake Bay Critical Area. It is improved with a two-story single-family dwelling, 
an attached garage, and other associated facilities.  
  
PROPOSAL 
 
The applicants propose to replace the existing irregularly shaped deck (approximately 16’ x 27’) 
with a screened porch (16’ x 16’).  
 
REQUESTED VARIANCES 
 
§ 18-4-701 of the Anne Arundel County Zoning Ordinance provides that a principal structure in 
an R5 District shall be set back a minimum of fifteen feet from the rear lot line. While an open 
deck may encroach into the minimum rear setback1, a screened porch addition may not. Because 
the proposed addition would be constructed as close as ten feet to the rear lot line, a variance of 
five feet is required. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
The subject property is rectangular in shape and oversized for lots served by public sewer in the 
R5 District with regard to the minimum lot size of 5,000 square feet and the minimum lot width 
of 50 feet. A review of the County aerial photography shows that the subject lot and its two 
neighbors abut the side lot lines of the properties to the north. As a result, while similar in area to 

1 Per § 18-2-301(d), an open deck attached to a dwelling unit may project no more than 10 feet into a rear setback so 
long as the deck is located at least three feet from the lot line. 
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the abutting lots, the lots on the end of the block have small backyards. In addition, the three 
dwellings on the end of the block are not oriented in the same direction, creating an irregular 
pattern of development.  
 
Building permit B02438314, to demo the existing deck and to construct a screened porch with 
steps to grade, was submitted on July 7, 2025. Variance approval is required prior to the permit 
being issued.  
 
Agency Comments 
 
The Health Department noted that the property is served by public water and sewer facilities, 
and has no objection to the request. 
 
Variance Criteria 
 
For the granting of a variance, a determination must be made as to whether, because of certain 
unique physical conditions peculiar to and inherent in the particular lot, or because of 
exceptional circumstances other than financial considerations, strict implementation of the Code 
would result in practical difficulties or an unnecessary hardship.  
 
In this particular case, the subject property is constrained by the configuration of the lot and the 
placement of the dwelling. While the applicants could build a smaller screened porch which 
would meet the required setback, it may not be a very functional space. In addition, the proposed 
screened porch would be a similar distance to the northern lot line as is the dwelling to the east 
(2310 Golden Chapel Road). Because the screened porch would be in the same location as the 
existing deck, the granting of a variance to construct a screened porch addition would not alter 
the essential character of the neighborhood or district in which the lot is located, would not 
substantially impair the appropriate use or development of adjacent property, nor would it be 
detrimental to the public welfare.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Based upon the standards set forth in § 18-16-305 of the Code under which a variance may be 
granted, this Office recommends approval of the requested variance to § 18-4-701 to allow a 
dwelling addition with less setbacks than required. 
 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: This recommendation does not constitute a building permit.  In order for the applicant(s) 
to construct the structure(s) as proposed, the applicant(s) shall apply for and obtain the necessary building 
permits and obtain any other approvals required to perform the work described herein.  This includes but 
is not limited to verifying the legal status of the lot, resolving adequacy of public facilities, and 
demonstrating compliance with environmental site design criteria. 
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Property Owner 

James Griffie 

910 Skyhill Ln. 

Odenton, MD 2113 

 

Contractor/Applicant  

Long Creek Construction 

Wyron Morales 

14207 Old Annapolis Rd. Bowie, MD 20720 

info@longcreekconstruction.com 

301-306-1028 

 

Tax ID# 900663119 

Building permit: B02438314 

Scope of work: Build 16x16 Screen Porch 

 

 

Request for a variance to remove the existing deck and to replace it with a 16x16 screen porch. 

The property is in the R5 zone, which limits the size of the screen porch to a setback of 25’ in 

front, 15’ in rear, and 7’on the side. To build the 16x16 screen porch, the rear setback will need 

an additional 5’ from the rear property line to accommodate the project. The front and side 

setback requirements have been met. 

Granting this variance will not alter the essential characteristics of the neighborhood, impair the 

use or development of neighboring properties, nor reduce forest coverage. The current condition 

of the rear of the home is grass covered with no trees or shrubs. The screen porch will not 

obstruct views of neighbors, nor prevent neighboring homeowners from building on their 

property.  

 

Kind regards, 

Wyron Morales, Applicant 
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