Suzanne Edwards, 8765 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
Letter of Explanation 1 August 2025

| am writing this Letter of Explanation as required for a variance request and approval. |,
Suzanne Edwards, am the sole homeowner at the above address and would like to build a

24x2, 2-car detached garage on my property.

Using the requirements under Article 18-16-305(c) as a guide to answer your query, this new
garage will not adversely alter the neighborhood character (section (2.i) of Article above). |
purposefully chose a design for the garage to blend with not only my home, but the surrounding
neighborhood. It is not a pole building or metal building. | looked at many structure sellers and
ultimately chose Stoltzfus Structures in PA for their use of better products and exceptional
reputation. My proposed garage will be vinyl sided to match my home, upgraded the garage
doors with windows, and even have flower boxes for all windows. | want my garage to be like
part of my home and not be an eyesore for my neighbors. | have a concrete company ready to
begin work for the footers, foundation, etc. once the permit is granted. The contractor will erect
silt fence as needed around construction area.

The placement of the garage in the front yard was chosen because | cannot build on the right-
hand side (looking at home from the street) as this is where my utilities come from the street. |
have a larger section of property on the left-hand side of the property for the proposed garage
and will blend the new part of driveway cement into the current driveway. | could not place the
garage more into the back yard as there is a lovely old maple tree that | did not want to lose.
(Article 18-2-204(b(4) (Article 18-4-701) | actually have a tree expert trim my trees as needed
and they suggested to “bolt” together a weakened area of that tree, which | did about 4 years
ago. The tree expert said this tree will last many, many more years. | did not remove any trees
from the property to prepare for this new build, but did move a butterfly bush into the back yard
as it would be too close to the back of the new garage. | was notified by Anne Arundel County
Zoning that | needed the variance since | am within the Critical buffer zone (Section (2.iii) of
Article 18-16-305(c) above, Article 18-16-305(b), Article 16,Title 4 of county code and Article 17,
Sec 8-405)).

| have enough space per the required setbacks of 7ft off the side property line, to place the
garage where | proposed on my site map. My property is a rectangle shaped with the home
being slightly off center to the right. The current home is a 1.5 story rancher of approx 1259 sq ft
(44.5x28.3 sq ft) and a height of 22 ft tall. The house is approx 42 ft from back property line, 15
ft off right property line, 40 ft off left property line and just over 62 ft from road. The proposed 2-
car garage is 576 sq ft, 15’ 5 3/8" tall with a 7/12 pitch roof. The new garage will be 7 ft off left
property line and 40 ft from road property line. (Article 18-2-204(b(4) (Article 18-4-701) (Section
2.1, ii, iil and .iv of Article 18-16-305(c) above and Article 18-16-305(b)).

My immediate neighbors know | want to build a garage there and they are in agreement this is
no problem for them. They liked the idea | will have a window on that side (with flowerbox).
There are currently small flowers on that left side of the property and, after the garage is built, |
have already talked with my landscaper that | want to plant shrubs, some just greenery and
some with flowers—maybe hydrangeas—along that entire side of the garage (section 2.ii, iii and
Jiv of Article 18-16-305(c) above and Article 18-16-305(b)). | will also be planting shrubs along
the back and right-hand side of the garage as well. The other big maple tree in the right-front
side of the property remains untouched as do the two red bud tree and shrubbery in the back

yard. | will follow the requirements of the County if they have specific plantings needed on my



property for the disturbance this garage build may ensue.(Article 17, Sec 8-405) )Article 16,Title
4 of County code)

Adding the new plantings will make the property that much nicer for the neighborhood but also
address the requirements of Article 18-16-305(b) for protection of critical areas. As a lifetime
resident of Anne Arundel County, and growing up near the water, | am extremely sensitive to
protecting the county’s critical area and the Chesapeake watershed and areas. My property has
a very slight slope from the home to the street and | currently do not have any water that sits on
the property when we have rain.

| am requesting the approval of the variance required to receive the approval of a permit to build
the 24x24 2-car garage on my property. Please contact via email

suzannemarieedwards@gmail.com or during the day at my work phone, 240-373-2738 as |
cannot have my cell phone at work. After 3:30 pm, | can be reach on my cell 443-375-9267.

Thank you for your consideration to my request. Respectfully,

Suzanne Edwards
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Suzanne Edwards, 8765 Fort Smallwood Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
Critical Area Project Notification Narrative 1 August 2025

| am writing this narrative for the Critical Area Project Notification as required for a variance
request and approval. |, Suzanne Edwards, am the sole homeowner at the above address and
would like to build a 24x2, 2-car detached garage on my property. This property is my primary
and only residence and a garage would house my vehicle. When my son, a Marine stationed
out of state, come home, he works on his old Bronco and having a place to work inside out of
the weather would be so much better. | will also provide much needed storage for items like
holiday décor and deck furniture as the house does not have very much storage space.

There has been no removal of trees in order for the garage to be built. | did relocate a butterfly
bush to my back garden as it would have been where the back of the garage will be located. |
currently have a large maple tree located in the front right side of the property and another large
maple tree in the left side in the back yard. This tree is why the garage is being built more
toward the front yard so not to disturb the beautiful tree and this root system. | also have two
small red bud trees, one on the left and right sides of the back yard. All of the trees are marked
on the site map as part of this variance required paperwork. | also have shrubs located in front
of the front porch and these are not moving. This garden has a large hydrangea tree and one
hydrangea bush, and five other bushes (I can’t recall the name) directly in front of porch. There
is also a large shrub and flower garden along the back fence line. This includes a hibiscus tree,
2 hydrangea bushes, day lilies of varies sizes and other plants and flora. The front split rail
fence also has day lilies planted (not included the sq ft since it’s flowers, not a shrub). This is
approx. 330 square footage that is vegetated. | plan to mitigate any disturbance by adding
shrubbery to both sides and back of the garage once it is built.

To minimize any impact on water quality and habitat, a silt fence will be erected on site during
construction.

The impervious amount before the garage construction and new driveway to tie into the current
driveway is approx. 1556 sq ft. Once the new garage and driveway are complete, the new
impervious sq ft is approx. 2582.

| am requesting the approval of the variance required to receive the approval of a permit to build
the 24x24 2-car garage on my property. Please contact via email

suzannemarieedwards@gmail.com or during the day at my work phone, 240-373-2738 as |
cannot have my cell phone at work. After 3:30 pm, | can be reach on my cell 443-375-9267.

Thank you for your consideration to my request. Respectfully,

Suzanne Edwards
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