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REQUEST 
 
The applicant is seeking a variance to allow an accessory structure (inground pool) in the front 
yard of a nonwaterfront lot on property located at 3300 Rodeo Drive in Davidsonville.  
    
LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF SITE 
 
The subject property consists of roughly 3.77 acres, and is identified as Lot 8, Parcel 176 in Grid 
23 of Tax Map 54. The property is zoned RA - Rural Agricultural and is improved with a 
two-story dwelling,  
 
PROPOSAL 
 
The applicant proposes the construction of a 16’ x 50’ inground pool in the front yard of the 
property. 
 
REQUESTED VARIANCES 
 
§ 18-2-204(b) of the County Code states that an accessory structure may not be located in the 
front yard of a nonwaterfront lot. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
The subject property is irregularly shaped but larger than the 40,000 square foot minimum 
required in the RA District. 2025 County aerial imagery shows the existing dwelling located 
approximately 230 feet from the front lot line. A teardrop-shaped circular driveway connects the 
dwelling to Rodeo Drive with a single ingress and egress point. The applicant proposes 
construction of an inground pool within the area inside the circular driveway, spanning 
approximately 100 feet in width. 
 
The applicant’s letter of explanation states that the rear yard is divided into an elevated section 
on the east and lower section on the west, separated by a 10 foot retaining wall. The elevated 
portion of the rear yard is where the water well is located, and the lower section is where the 
septic area and drain field are located. The applicant goes on to state that the sides of the 
dwelling are not viable locations for the pool due to existing trees and proximity to adjacent 
properties.  
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Agency Comments 
 
The Health Department has no objection to the variance request. 
 
Variance Criteria 
 
To be granted a variance it must be found that because of unique physical conditions, such as 
irregularity, narrowness or shallowness of lot size and shape or exceptional topographical 
conditions peculiar to and inherent in the particular lot, there is no reasonable possibility of 
developing the lot in strict conformance with this article; or, because of exceptional 
circumstances other than financial considerations, the grant of a variance is necessary to avoid 
practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship and to enable the applicant to develop the lot.  
 
In the RA District, accessory structures are not permitted in the front yard of non-waterfront lots. 
The front of the home is approximately 230 feet from the front lot line. The home's eastern 
façade is approximately 22 feet from the side lot line, which does not allow enough remaining 
space for a pool. The western side is also unsuitable due to the location of the septic system. The 
area behind the home is ideal, however, a 10 foot retaining wall and significant grade change 
reduce usable space. Placing the pool 25 feet from the rear lot line is possible but would require 
removing mature trees and vegetation. Based on these factors, the request can be considered the 
minimum necessary to afford relief. As such, the granting of the variance would not alter the 
essential character of the neighborhood or district in which the lot is located, would not 
substantially impair the appropriate use or development of adjacent property, nor would it be 
detrimental to the public welfare.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Based upon the standards set forth in § 18-16-305 of the Code under which a variance may be 
granted, this Office recommends approval of the requested variances to § 18-2-404(b) to allow 
an accessory structure (inground pool) in the front yard of a nonwaterfront lot, as shown on the 
site plan. 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: This recommendation does not constitute a building permit.  In order for the applicant(s) to 
construct the structure(s) as proposed, the applicant(s) shall apply for and obtain the necessary building permits and 
obtain any other approvals required to perform the work described herein.  This includes but is not limited to 
verifying the legal status of the lot, resolving adequacy of public facilities, and demonstrating compliance with 
environmental site design criteria. 
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Request of Variance Pool in Front of Home

We are requesting a variance to allow a pool to be constructed in the front circle of 
our home.

The rear of the home has an upper and lower divided section which is separated 
by a retaining wall (at least 10’ in height). The upper half of the back of the home 
is where the water well is located and the lower where the septic & drain field are 
located.

Sides of the home are not conducive to the construction of a pool and would 
ultimately cause the destruction of established chestnut trees. It would also be in 
near proximity of the 1800’s home next door, which would diminish the look and 
history of the home.

The pool in the front yard would not be visible from the road due to a row of 
hedges surrounding the front drive area. It would in no way diminish the look of the 
property. In fact, the design of the pool would compliment the home, by acting as 
a reflecting pool.

The plans include a motorized cover that would ensure pool closure while not in 
use, which would ensure additional safety concerns.
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