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2024-06-03 7:44:09 Chuck Thompson Pasadena MD 21122 Yes

Chair Pickard and fellow County Council Members.

I’m here to request you to slow down the growth included in the County Executive’s FY25 budget.

For multiple years in a row an increase in income and property tax rates were required to meet the annual 
budget plan, and FY25 is no exception.

As I have previously communicated, the budget message is about shoring up the County Executive’s 
departments or extending COVID-era programs under the General Fund, and there are no indications these 
activities are improving the general welfare of county residents.

In addition, county residents are struggling with rising prices for food, clothing, housing, interest rates, fuel 
and energy costs, and so on.  There’s no end in sight.  Increasing their tax burden will only make their 
financial condition worse.

Someone needs to call a timeout and conduct a series of reviews on the resident’s behalf.  The demand for 
services will always exceed supply when prices are free, so reporting transactions is not the answer – it is 
measuring results.  So how has the general welfare of the county’s residents improved since tax rates began 
to rise in 2020?

Please do not approve a FY25 budget that requires increases in tax rates and fees.

https://www.aacounty.
org/system/files/webform/cc_general_testimo
ny/27356/FY25%20Budget%20Assessment.
pdf
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