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SUPPLEMENT TO VARIANCE PETITION

Petitioner, University of Maryland Medical System Corporation (“UMMS?) is seeking a
variance from the bulk regulations of the Anne Arundel County Zoning Regulations to allow an
“accessory structure” in the front yard of the subject parcel. This variance is necessary to allow
canopy solar panels over an existing parking lot to provide energy to the UMMS structure on
site. In the absence of this variance, Petitioner will be unable to construct canopy solar over the
existing parking lot to the front of the Property, which will undermine the viability of the project
as a whole and generate insufficient energy to justify the project.

Canopy solar provides a higher and better use for the UMMS parking lots than empty
asphalt. In the absence of these canopies, the asphalt will absorb and disperse heat, which has
adverse impacts for the surrounding area and UMMS employees. Solar canopies serve a dual
purpose of providing clean energy while also diminishing the adverse impacts of overheated
asphalt.

Due to the nature of solar canopies and the benefits derived from green energy, Petitioner
submits that there are exceptional circumstances other than financial considerations that prompt
the need for this variance to avoid practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship and to enable the
Petitioner to develop the lot.

Petitioner’s request is also in compliance with the criteria under AAZR § 18-16-305(c):
(1) the variance is the minimum variance necessary to afford relief;

Petitioner is seeking a variance from the bulk regulation prohibiting accessory structures
in the front yard of the lot. Petitioner has evaluated alternative locations for the proposed solar
panels; however, existing shade and tree cover prevent viable solar from being located in these
arcas. Petitioner complies with all other bulk regulations applicable to the site. The requested
variance is the minimum necessary to afford relief.

(2) the granting of the variance will not:
(i) alter the essential character of the neighborhood or district in which the lot is

located;



The subject Property is located in a commercial neighborhood surrounding by office uses.
The solar canopies, if allowed pursuant to this variance, will not alter the essential character of
the neighborhood or commercial district in which the lot is located.
(ii) substantially impair the appropriate use or development of adjacent property;

The proposed solar canopies will not impact the appropriate use or development of
adjacent properties.

(iii) reduce forest cover in the limited development and resource conservation areas
of the critical area;

Not applicable.

(iv) be contrary to acceptable clearing and replanting practices required for
development in the critical area or a bog protection area; nor

Not applicable.
(v) be detrimental to the public welfare.
Quite to the contrary, as stated above this variance will substantially contribute to the

public welfare by providing clean energy to the property owner and diminish the harmful
impacts of over-heated asphalt parking.
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CLIENT: CI RENEWABLES

CARPORT:  PARASOL CARPORT ST

LOCATION: UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND MEDICAL CENTER
920 ELKRIDGE LANDING RD
LINTHICUM HEIGHTS, MD 21030
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GENERAL NOTES:
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OFFICE OF PLANNING AND ZONING
CONFIRMATION OF PRE-FILE

PRE-FILE #: 2023-0055-P

DATE: 11/30/2023
OPZ STAFF: Joan A. Jenkins
Hala Flores (1&P)
APPLICANT/REPRESENTATIVE: Zach Sill
EMAIL: zach@sillengineering.com
SITE LOCATION: 920 Elkridge Landing Rd, Linthicum Heights, MD 21090 LOT SIZE: 6.55 acres
ZONING: W1 CA DESIGNATION: n/fa BMA:n/fa or BUFFER: n/a APPLICATION TYPE: Variance

Description:
The applicant proposes to construct carports with solar panels above throughout an existing paved parking lot that is
used as accessory parking for the office building on 920 Elkridge Landing Rd.

COMMENTS

I & P Engineering: The applicant needs to show the limit of disturbance for the work and explain how the carport
solar panel systems will be constructed. Will the parking lot be reconstructed? If the parking lot is being
reconstructed and the LOD is more than 5000 SF and/or more than 1000 SF of imperviousness is being created, then
this project needs to go through the SDP process. Disturbance is counted when earth is disturbed in any way or full

depth pavement is replaced.

The Zoning Administration Section supports solar energy generating systems in principle. However, the applicant is
advised that, in order for a variance to be granted, the applicant must demonstrate and the Administrative Hearing
Officer must find that the proposal complies with all of the variance standards provided under Section 18-16-305 of

the Anne Arundel County Zoning Ordinance.

INFORMATION FOR THE APPLICANT
Section 18-16-301 (c ) Burden of Proof. The applicant has the burden of proof, including the burden of going forward with the production of evidence and the

burden of persuasion, on all questions of fact. The burden of persuasion is by a preponderance of the evidence.
A variance to the requirements of the County’s Critical Area Program may only be granted if the Administrative Hearing Officer makes affirmative findings that the
applicant has addressed all the requirements outlined in Article 18-16-305. Comments made on this form are intended to provide guidance and are not intended

to represent support or approval of the variance request.
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