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EXPLANATION: CAPITALS indicate new matter added to the Rules. 
    [[Brackets]] indicate matter stricken from the Rules. 
    Underlining indicates amendments to the resolution. 
    Strikeover indicates matter stricken from the resolution by amendment. 

COUNTY COUNCIL OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 

Legislative Session 2024, Legislative Day No. 2 
 

Resolution No. 3-24 
 

Introduced by Ms. Pickard, Ms. Hummer, and Ms. Rodvien 
 

By the County Council, January 16, 2024 
 
 RESOLUTION amending portions of Titles 1, 3, 4, and 5 Title 2 of the Rules of 1 
Procedure of the County Council 2 
 3 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 208(g) of the Charter, the County Council is 4 
required to adopt rules of procedure; and  5 
 6 
WHEREAS, Section 1-103 of these Rules of Procedure provides that the County 7 
Council may amend the Rules by resolution provided the amendment is submitted 8 
in writing to the County Council at least seven days before the action on the 9 
resolution; now, therefore, be it 10 
 11 

 Resolved by the County Council of Anne Arundel County, Maryland, That Sections 3-12 
105 and 3-106 of the Rules of Procedure of the Anne Arundel County Council (July 2016) 13 
are hereby repealed; and be it further 14 
 15 
 Resolved, That Sections 4-107 through 4-111 of the Rules of Procedure of the Anne 16 
Arundel County Council (July 2016) are hereby renumbered to be Sections 4-108 through 17 
4-112, respectively; and be it further 18 
 19 
 Resolved by the County Council of Anne Arundel County, Maryland, That Sections 2-20 
101(a) and 2-103(b)(3) of the Rules of Procedure of Anne Arundel County Council (July 21 
2016) (as amended by Resolution No. 4-24) are hereby repealed; and be it further 22 
 23 
 Resolved, That Section(s) of the Rules of Procedure of the County Council of Anne 24 
Arundel County (July 2016) (as amended by Resolution No. 4-24) read as follows: 25 
 26 

TITLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 27 
 28 

1-103. Amendment of Rules. 29 
 30 
 (a) Amendment by resolution. 31 
 32 
  (1) These Rules may be amended by resolution. 33 
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(2) A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THESE RULES REQUIRES A VOTE OF FIVE MEMBERS 1 
OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL. 2 

3 
1-106. Filling of a vacancy in the office of a member of the County Council or in the4 
office of the County Executive. 5 

6 
The following procedure shall be used in filling a vacancy in the office of a member of 7 

the County Council or the Office of the County Executive, whether temporary or 8 
permanent: 9 

10 
(1) solicitation for applications to fill the vacancy shall be advertised in one or more11 

newspapers with general circulation in the County; 12 
13 

(2) the central committee of the political party, if any, with which the former14 
member had been affiliated may submit the name of an applicant to be interviewed; 15 

16 
(3) applications shall be accepted by the Administrative Officer to the County17 

Council up to a date agreed upon by at least four Councilmembers; 18 
19 

(4) the County Council shall schedule a public hearing and interviews with the20 
applicants on a date agreed upon by at least four Councilmembers; and 21 

22 
(5) (i) following the interviews, a roll call vote to fill the vacancy shall be taken,23 

with each Councilmember recommending an applicant; 24 
25 

(ii) 1. if no applicant FOR A VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY26 
EXECUTIVE receives a majority vote on the first ballot roll call, successive ballots roll calls, 27 
consisting of those applicants who received at least one vote on the previous ballot roll call, 28 
shall be taken until one applicant receives a majority; OR 29 

30 
2. IF NO APPLICANT FOR A VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF A MEMBER OF THE31 

COUNTY COUNCIL RECEIVES A MAJORITY VOTE ON THE FIRST BALLOT ROLL CALL, UP TO 32 
75 SUCCESSIVE BALLOTS ROLL CALLS, CONSISTING OF THOSE APPLICANTS WHO 33 
RECEIVED AT LEAST ONE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS BALLOT ROLL CALL, SHALL BE TAKEN 34 
UNTIL ONE APPLICANT RECEIVES A MAJORITY; and 35 

36 
(iii) if no applicant for a vacancy on the County Council receives a majority37 

vote within [[thirty]] 75 days of the vacancy, the Administrative Officer of the County 38 
Council shall forward the names of the applicants receiving at least one vote on the last 39 
ballot roll call to the State central committee of the political party of the former member 40 
or, if no central committee exists for the party of the former member, to the County 41 
Executive. 42 

43 
1-107. Filling of a vacancy in the office of a member of the Board of Education.44 

45 
THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE SHALL BE USED IN FILLING A VACANCY IN THE OFFICE 46 

OF AN ELECTED MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION: 47 
48 

(1) SOLICITATION FOR APPLICATIONS TO FILL THE VACANCY SHALL BE POSTED TO49 
THE COUNTY COUNCIL WEBSITE; 50 
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(2) (I) APPLICATIONS SHALL BE ACCEPTED BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER TO 1 
THE COUNTY COUNCIL UP TO A DATE AGREED UPON BY A MAJORITY OF THE COUNTY 2 
COUNCIL; AND 3 

4 
(II) A MAJORITY OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL MAY EXTEND THE PERIOD OF TIME5 

FOR ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS; 6 
7 

(3) AFTER THE APPLICATION PERIOD CLOSES, APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED BY ALL8 
QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS SHALL BE POSTED TO THE COUNTY COUNCIL WEBSITE; 9 

10 
(4) THE COUNTY COUNCIL SHALL HOLD AT LEAST ONE PUBLIC HEARING THAT11 

INCLUDES INTERVIEWS OF THE APPLICANTS BEFORE SELECTING AN INDIVIDUAL TO FILL 12 
THE VACANCY; 13 

14 
(5) (I) FOLLOWING THE INTERVIEWS AND ANY DELIBERATION BY THE COUNTY15 

COUNCIL, A ROLL CALL VOTE TO FILL THE VACANCY SHALL BE TAKEN, WITH EACH 16 
COUNCILMEMBER RECOMMENDING AN APPLICANT; AND 17 

18 
(II) IF NO APPLICANT RECEIVES A MAJORITY VOTE ON THE FIRST BALLOT ROLL19 

CALL, SUCCESSIVE BALLOTS ROLL CALLS, CONSISTING OF THOSE APPLICANTS WHO 20 
RECEIVED AT LEAST ONE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS BALLOT ROLL CALL, SHALL BE TAKEN 21 
UNTIL ONE APPLICANT RECEIVES A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES; AND 22 

23 
(6) THE FINAL SELECTION BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF A QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL24 

TO FILL THE VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF AN ELECTED MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF 25 
EDUCATION SHALL BE APPROVED BY RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL. 26 

27 
1-108. Copy of Rules and County Code available.28 

29 
A COPY OF THESE RULES AND A COPY OF THE COUNTY CODE SHALL BE ACCESSIBLE 30 

TO THE PUBLIC. 31 
32 

TITLE 4. CONDUCT OF MEETINGS 33 
34 

4-105. Presiding officer.35 
36 

(c) Duties. The presiding officer may speak on points of order in preference to other37 
members. The presiding officer shall decide each point of order, and the decision shall be 38 
final unless on an appeal it is reversed on a [[yea and nay]] vote by a majority of the 39 
members present. The presiding officer shall be called last whenever the roll of the County 40 
Council is called. The presiding officer shall vote on each question except on an appeal 41 
from a decision on a question of order by the presiding officer. 42 

43 
4-106. Participation by the public; order and decorum.44 

45 
(A) Generally.46 

47 
(1) THE PUBLIC IS ENCOURAGED AND INVITED TO ATTEND EACH LEGISLATIVE48 

SESSION OR MEETING WHERE REASONABLE SEATING FACILITIES SHALL BE PROVIDED. 49 
50 

(2) AT EACH LEGISLATIVE SESSION AND PUBLIC HEARING A REASONABLE AMOUNT51 
OF TIME SHALL BE PROVIDED FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE COUNTY 52 
COUNCIL ON PERTINENT MATTERS OF PUBLIC BUSINESS NOT OTHERWISE PROVIDED FOR. 53 

54 
(3) SPECIAL HEARINGS ON PENDING LEGISLATION OR THE BUDGET ARE CONVENED55 

FOR THE EXPRESS PURPOSE OF OBTAINING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND COMMENT. 56 
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(4) THE COUNTY COUNCIL MAY CONVENE SPECIAL HEARINGS ON PENDING 1 
LEGISLATION OR THE BUDGET FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 2 
AND COMMENT. 3 

4 
(5) THE PUBLIC SHALL MAINTAIN ORDER AND DECORUM IN KEEPING WITH THE5 

DIGNITY OF THE GOVERNMENTAL PROCESS AND MAY NOT INTERFERE WITH THE 6 
PROCESS. 7 

8 
(6) DISCUSSIONS OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL MAY BE RECORDED, PROVIDED THE9 

RECORDING DEVICE DOES NOT GENERATE EXCESSIVE NOISE, USE EXCESSIVE ARTIFICIAL 10 
LIGHT, INTERFERE WITH COUNTY RECORDING DEVICES, OR DISTURB COUNTY COUNCIL 11 
MEMBERS OR INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE. 12 

13 
(B) Addressing the Council.14 

15 
(1) EACH MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO WISHES TO SPEAK AT INVITATION TO THE16 

AUDIENCE OR ON AGENDA ITEMS MAY TESTIFY BEFORE THE COUNTY COUNCIL, 17 
PROVIDED THEY SIGN UP TO SPEAK BEFORE THE MEETING AT THE DESIGNATED AREA FOR 18 
SPEAKER REGISTRATION OR AS REQUIRED UNDER § 4-113 AND, AFTER BEING RECOGNIZED 19 
BY THE PRESIDING OFFICER, SHALL COME FORTH AND STATE THE FOLLOWING 20 
INFORMATION: 21 

22 
(I) NAME;23 

24 
(II) HOME ADDRESS;25 

26 
(III) PERSON OR ORGANIZATION REPRESENTED, OR THAT THE INDIVIDUAL IS27 

SPEAKING AS A PRIVATE CITIZEN; AND 28 
29 

(IV) SUBJECT MATTER AND THE REMARKS.30 
31 

(2) EACH MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO SPEAKS TO THE COUNTY COUNCIL SHALL32 
BE LIMITED TO THE AMOUNT OF TIME SPECIFIED BY THE CHAIR. 33 

34 
(C) Relevance.35 

36 
(1) THE PRESIDING OFFICER MAY TEMPORARILY SUSPEND ANY TESTIMONY THAT37 

IS NOT RELEVANT TO THE SUBJECT OF THE HEARING AND ADVISE THE SPEAKER TO THAT 38 
EFFECT. 39 

40 
(2) THE PRESIDING OFFICER MAY STOP TAKING FURTHER TESTIMONY FROM AND41 

VACATE ANY REMAINING TIME ALLOCATED TO A SPEAKER WHO, AFTER BEING SO 42 
ADVISED, CONTINUES TO OFFER IRRELEVANT TESTIMONY. 43 

44 
(D) Order and decorum.45 

46 
(1) The presiding officer of the County Council shall preserve order and decorum47 

during each meeting or session of the County Council. 48 
49 

(2) The presiding officer shall have general supervision of the County Council50 
chambers and over each corridor adjacent to the County Council chambers. 51 

52 
(3) Visual demonstrations such as waving of placards, signs, balloons or banners53 

are prohibited in the chamber. 54 
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  (4) [[Any]] THE PRESIDING OFFICER SHALL CALL TO ORDER ANY person making 1 
personal, defamatory or profane remarks or who willfully utters loud, threatening or 2 
abusive language which disturbs the orderly conduct of a session of the County Council 3 
[[shall be called to order by the Chair]]. 4 
 5 
  (5) The [[Chair]] PRESIDING OFFICER may seek removal of any individual who 6 
refuses to abide by the provisions of this section. 7 
  8 
  (6) In case of a disturbance or disorderly conduct in the County Council chambers 9 
the presiding officer may order any such place to be cleared. 10 
 11 
4-107. Participation by news media. 12 
 13 
 (A) Generally.    14 
 15 
  (1) REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NEWS MEDIA ARE ENCOURAGED AND INVITED TO 16 
ATTEND EACH MEETING OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL WHERE REASONABLE SEATING 17 
FACILITIES SHALL BE PROVIDED FOR THE REPRESENTATIVES. 18 
 19 
  (2) RADIO AND TELEVISION COVERAGE MAY BE PROVIDED AT MEETINGS OF THE 20 
COUNTY COUNCIL. 21 
 22 
 (B) Recess. AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIR OR ON REQUEST OF A MAJORITY OF THE 23 
MEMBERS OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL PRESENT, A MEETING MAY BE BRIEFLY RECESSED 24 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF TAKING PHOTOGRAPHS OR DISCUSSIONS WITH REPRESENTATIVES 25 
OF THE NEWS MEDIA.  26 
  27 
 (C) Order and decorum. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NEWS MEDIA SHALL MAINTAIN 28 
ORDER AND DECORUM IN KEEPING WITH THE DIGNITY OF THE GOVERNMENTAL PROCESS; 29 
AND MAY NOT INTERFERE WITH THE PROCESS. 30 
 31 
4-113. Virtual or remote participation; meetings. 32 
  33 
 (A) Generally. IF THE TECHNOLOGY IS AVAILABLE, THE COUNTY COUNCIL MAY 34 
ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO PARTICIPATE IN A LEGISLATIVE SESSION, 35 
LEGISLATIVE WORK SESSION, OR PUBLIC HEARING IN A VIRTUAL OR REMOTE FORMAT. 36 
 37 
 (B) Notice. IF VIRTUAL OR REMOTE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IS ALLOWED UNDER 38 
SUBSECTION (A), THE NOTICE OF THE PROCEEDING AND THE COUNTY COUNCIL’S WEBSITE 39 
SHALL STATE THAT THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE VIRTUALLY OR REMOTELY AND STATE 40 
THE TIME, DATE, AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR PARTICIPATING VIRTUALLY. 41 
 42 
 (C) Public access. THE COUNTY COUNCIL SHALL ENSURE THAT THE PUBLIC MAY 43 
LISTEN TO THE PROCEEDING THROUGH REMOTE ELECTRONIC MEANS OR POST ON THE 44 
COUNTY COUNCIL’S WEBSITE AN ELECTRONIC RECORDING OF THE PROCEEDING WITHIN 45 
A REASONABLE TIME AFTER THE PROCEEDING. 46 
 47 
 (D) Public participation requirements.  48 
 49 
  (1) A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC THAT INTENDS TO PARTICIPATE VIRTUALLY OR 50 
REMOTELY IN A PROCEEDING SHALL SIGNUP TO TESTIFY WITH THE COUNTY COUNCIL AT 51 
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LEAST 24 HOURS BEFORE THE PROCEEDING USING THE OPTIONS SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE 1 
OF THE PROCEEDING OR ON THE COUNTY COUNCIL’S WEBSITE. 2 
 3 
  (2) WHILE PARTICIPATING IN A PROCEEDING VIRTUALLY OR REMOTELY EACH 4 
PERSON SHALL: 5 
 6 
   (I) BE SHOWN USING THEIR FULL NAME OR NAME ON RECORD; 7 
 8 
   (II) ENABLE AND USE BOTH VIDEO AND AUDIO AT ALL TIMES DURING THEIR 9 
TESTIMONY; 10 
 11 
   (III) WEAR APPROPRIATE ATTIRE AND PRESENT THEMSELVES AS THEY WOULD 12 
IF THEY WERE APPEARING IN CHAMBERS; AND 13 
 14 
   (IV) ENSURE THAT THERE WILL BE NO INTERRUPTIONS OR DISTRACTIONS FOR 15 
THE DURATION OF THEIR APPEARANCE AT THE PROCEEDINGS. 16 

 17 
TITLE 5. BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 18 

 19 
5-101. Introduction. 20 
 21 
 (c) Form. The bill or resolution as introduced shall be printed[[, typewritten, or 22 
photocopied, and shall be]] in the form set forth in Rule 5-102 or Rule 5-104. 23 
 24 
 (e) Copies. The Administrative Officer shall cause copies to be reproduced and made 25 
available to the members of the County Council, the public, and the news media, and shall 26 
post one copy [[on the official bulletin board and]] on the County website. 27 
 28 
5-103. Bills – Publication. 29 
 30 
 (c) Substantive amendment. If amended as to substance, a bill, except an emergency 31 
bill or a bill that levies a tax or assessment to fund the annual budget and appropriation 32 
ordinance, may not be passed until: 33 
 34 
  (1) the bill is [[printed or reproduced]] REPRINTED as amended; 35 
 36 
  (2) a hearing is set on the amended bill; and 37 
 38 
  (3) the title or a summary of the proposed bill, as amended, is advertised the week 39 
preceding the legislative session that the proposed bill, as amended, will be considered. 40 
 41 
5-104. Bills – Consideration. 42 
 43 
 (e) Form of amended bills. Amendments to a bill shall be offered in printed[[, 44 
photocopied, or typewritten]] form. 45 
 46 
 (g) Vote on final passage. Vote on final passage shall be by roll call [[by yeas and 47 
nays]]. 48 
 49 
 (j) Retention of certified copies. Certified copies shall be maintained by the 50 
Administrative Officer in an official ELECTRONIC file of acts of the County Council. 51 
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5-105. Resolutions – Form. 1 
 2 
 (a) Heading. The heading of a resolution [[shall]] MAY be as follows: 3 
 4 

COUNTY COUNCIL OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY, MARYLAND 5 
 6 

Legislative Session (year), Legislative Day No. 7 
 8 

Resolution No. (No. assigned by Administrative Officer) 9 
 10 

Introduced by (member’s last name) 11 
 12 

By the County Council, (date) 13 
 14 

SHORT DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 15 
 16 

5-106. Resolutions – Consideration. 17 
 18 
 (b) Amended resolutions. Amendments to a resolution shall be offered in printed[[, 19 
photocopied, or typewritten]] form. A resolution may be amended and adopted at the same 20 
meeting. 21 
 22 
 (d) Vote; enrolled copies. Vote on final adoption shall be on roll call [[by yeas and 23 
nays]]. An enrolled copy shall be prepared after final adoption in a manner similar to that 24 
provided for bills under Rule 5-104. 25 
 26 
 (e) Time limit for consideration. [[A resolution other than one of appointment, 27 
sympathy, congratulations, or a similar subject may not be considered or acted on less than 28 
seven days after its date of introduction, except by suspension of these Rules.]] 29 
   30 
  (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (2), OR BY SUSPENSION OF THESE RULES, 31 
A RESOLUTION MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED OR ACTED ON LESS THAN SEVEN DAYS AFTER 32 
ITS DATE OF INTRODUCTION. 33 
 34 
  (2) (I) THIS PARAGRAPH DOES NOT APPLY TO A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A 35 
DEPARTMENT HEAD. 36 
 37 
   (II) A RESOLUTION OF APPOINTMENT, SYMPATHY, CONGRATULATIONS, OR 38 
SIMILAR SUBJECT IS NOT SUBJECT TO PARAGRAPH (1). 39 
 40 

TITLE 2. OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 41 
 42 
2-101. Supervision of employees. 43 
 44 
 (A)  Generally.  ALTHOUGH THE OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL 45 
WILL FUNCTION LARGELY INDEPENDENT, RESPONSIBILITY FOR OVERALL 46 
COORDINATION, DIRECTION, AND SUPERVISION OF THE APPOINTED OFFICERS AND 47 
EMPLOYEES OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL IS VESTED IN THE CHAIR OR, IN THE CHAIR’S 48 
ABSENCE, THE VICE CHAIR. THIS PROVISION MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO PREVENT OR 49 
PROHIBIT A COUNCILMEMBER FROM COMMUNICATING DIRECTLY WITH AN APPOINTED 50 
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OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE COUNTY COUNCIL FOR ASSISTANCE WITH ANY COUNCIL-1 
RELATED MATTER. 2 
 3 
2-103. Other assistance. 4 
 5 
 (b) Contractual employees. 6 
 7 
  (3) ACCESS TO AND SUPERVISION OF CONTRACTUAL EMPLOYEES AND 8 
CONSULTANTS SHALL BE GOVERNED BY THE PROVISIONS OF RULE 2-101. 9 
 
AMENDMENTS ADOPTED: February 5, 2024  
 
READ AND PASSED this 5th day of February, 2024. 
 

By Order: 
 

 
 
             Laura Corby 
             Administrative Officer 
  
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT RESOLUTION NO. 3-24 IS TRUE AND CORRECT AND DULY 
ADOPTED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY. 
 
 
              
          
 
             Allison Pickard 
             Chair 
 


