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Introduction 

    

WHAT ARE NATIVE PLANTS? 

As our local habitat is disturbed by development, non

-native and invasive plants 

Native plants are found in association with other plants that grow under similar circumstances.   These ‘groups’ of plant species are known 

as plant communities. They have been recognized by biologists as distinct populations that form where the required conditions are located.  

Information on these communities can be found on MDNR Heritage and Wildlife webpage.  Natural Communities of Maryland, 2016. 

 
 

a

r provide attractive p

fewer pesticides, less fertilizer, lower mainte-
nance. 

A successful planting will require matching the plants to be used to the specific site.   The existing conditions and the anticipated condi-
tions as the plants grow:  available light, spacing, etc.,  must be taken into consideration.    

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/viewer.html?pdfurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdnr.maryland.gov%2Fwildlife%2FDocuments%2FNatural_Communities%2520_Maryland_2016_Framework.pdf&clen=847750&chunk=true
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What are the growth conditions to be considered for selecting Native Plants? 
 
Plants of all types require sunlight, water, and soil to grow in.  How much sunlight and moisture depends on the plant.  A specific site  will 
provide a combination of specific amounts of sunlight based on shading, and moisture based on the soil type and hydrology present.  
 
In the plant species table, the light requirements are noted by the following: 
 
FS indicates full sun is necessary, 
PS means some shade is tolerable or required, and  
SH indicates the plant can grow in full shade.  
A slash between symbols indicates a combination is tolerable, i.e. FS/PS 

Moisture regime is noted by two separate symbols. A general moisture requirement, and a specific one based on the hydrological status as it 

applies to wetlands.  Wetland status is more defined and for certain plants is more useful for proper selection.  In regards to moisture re-

gime, even wetland tolerant plants are not able to sustain inundation for long periods of time.    

Moisture Regime 

W  — wet site 

M  — moist site 

D   — dry site 

 

Wetland Indicator Status 

UPL   -    almost always occur in non-wetlands; Upland well drained to dry sites 

FACUP   - usually occur in non-wetlands, but may occur in wetlands;  moist to dry, well drained sites 

FAC - occur in wetlands and non-wetlands; adaptable to wet to dry sites 

FACW - usually occur in wetlands, but may occur in non-wetlands; saturated to moist site 

OBL - almost always occur in wetlands, requiring saturated conditions. 

Fall Color 

Fall color is included for those woody plants that may be used as ornamentals.    Fall colors can be affected by drought condition.  Fall colors 

are designated as follows:  Y — yellow, R — red, B —brown, Pr — purple, G — Green, O — orange, E — evergreen 
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Soils 

Many of the native plants listed will grow in the wide range of soil types that exist in Anne Arundel County. However, if your site has one of 

the following conditions, it would be wise to get advice on soil preparation from a local nursery or the University of Maryland Extension  

office at 410-222-3900: 

Very sandy— excessive drainage 

Heavy clay— ponding, saturated soils, 

Compacted soil — poor root growth 

Soil pH below 5.5 or above 6.8 — nutrient issues.  

Native Plant Nurseries 

Please do not remove native plants from the wild. It can alter the natural habitat and deplete native populations.  In some cases it is illegal 

to collect wild plants.   Most wild-collected plants do not survive transplanting.  Growth conditions for these plants are difficult if not im-

possible  to reproduce in the home landscape. For these reasons, make sure that the native plants you buy are nursery- grown.    

 

Many if not most nurseries carry some native plants.  Because of the demand for native species, several local nurseries have increased 

their selection.  The following links provide information on commercial nurseries that sell native plants. Some are wholesale nurseries.  

 https://choosenatives.org/location/native-nurseries/ 

https://mdflora.org/nurseries.html 

Flower Color 

Flower color is included for those that may be used as ornamentals.  Most tree flowers are green and nondescript.  Flower colors are desig-

nated as follows 

W -- white, G —gold, R—red, Y—yellow, B—blue, P— pink, PR—purple, PT—purple tinged, PF—purple fringed,  GR—green, O—orange,  

Cl—coral 
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Use of Cultivars 
 

Cultivars of many native plants have been developed by the nursery trade to select for better form, reduced height, or other desirable hab-

its.  Most cultivars do not affect their ability to provide habitat.  However, some cultivars that affect leaf color have been linked to less use by 

pollinators.  This is not an inclusive list.  Others that may be suitable may be available.  

 

Clethra alnifolia  (Sweet Pepperbush) - cultivars 'Hummingbird', Sixteen Candles' and 'Ruby Spice' can also be acceptable, both shorter than 

the natural species 

Itea virginica (Virginia Sweetspire) - Cultivars 'Henry's Garnet' and 'Little Henry' can also be acceptable, shorter than the Natural species 
Ilex verticillate (Winterberry) - Cultivars 'Red Sprite' and all the others can be acceptable *Sprite is the shortest variety that many residents 
prefer 
Aronia arbutifolia (Red Chokeberry) - Cultivar 'Brilliantisima' - lower stature with nice foliage color. 
Flowering Dogwood—disease resistant cultivars: “Appalachian Spring”, “Cherokee brave”. 
 

Species\Cultivars not to use for restoration plantings: 
 
Fraxinus sp.:  Native but susceptible to Emerald Ash Borer. 

Ulmus americana (American elm):  Native but susceptible to Dutch Elm Disease. 

Cercis canadensis (Eastern Redbud) - Redbud cultivars - 'Pansy', 'Merlot', 'Ruby Falls' - all of these change the leaf color to purple. 

Physocarpus opulifolius (Ninebark cultivars) - 'Diabolo', 'Summer Wine' - all of these change the leaf color to purple.   

Sambucus canadensis (Black Elderberry) - Cultivars 'Black Beauty', 'Black Lace' - these change the leaf color to purple.. 

Fruit of American hazelnut, Corylus americana 

Photo: E. Reaves 
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Shining, or Winged Sumac, 

Rhus copallina  
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Jug Bay Wetland Sanctuary, Lothian, Maryland  Photo E. Reaves Wild Rice,  Zizania aquatica,  Flat Creek, Edgewater, Maryland. Photo: E. Reaves 


