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Days ago, justice was served for the Capital Gazette attack at the Annapolis newsroom
in June 2018.

Jarrod Ramos was sentenced to five life sentences without the possibility of parole,
plus a life sentence and an additional 345 years for the murders of John McNamara,
Rob Hiaasen, Gerald Fischman, Wendi Winters and Rebecca Smith – and for the
attempted murder and first degree assaults of survivors, Paul Gillespie, Janel Cooley,
Phil Davis, Selene San Felece, Anthony Messenger and Rachael Pacella. He claimed
that at the time he committed these crimes he was not criminally responsible and
should be sent to a mental health facility rather than prison. He failed to convince a jury
that was the case.

For the victims’ families and survivors, this day was a long time coming and closes
what I hope will be the final legal chapter on a case that impacted the Annapolis and
Anne Arundel County community and beyond.

But, I know the healing for all will continue and many will struggle to move forward.

As the State’s Attorney, being able to prosecute this case - alongside my co-counsel -
is without a doubt one of my greatest privileges in serving the community. The
responsibility was not one that I took lightly and I thank everyone who entrusted me
and the Office of the State’s Attorney in securing justice on your behalf. Listening to the
victim impact statements delivered in court and reading letters from the friends and
family of the victims and survivors, was a powerful reminder that we cannot take for
granted that we will have one more day to share with our loved ones. Today is the day
to tell them and show them that you love them.

Click here to read my full statement on the sentencing in the Capital Gazette shooting
case.

In the month’s newsletter, you’ll learn about a number of notable cases including the
sentencing of a Churchton man who stabbed a woman with a semen-filled syringe and
a guilty plea from a fleeing motorist who fatally injured his passenger and attempted to
hit an Anne Arundel County police officer. 

Be sure to follow us on our social media platforms and subscribe to the newsletter –
oh, and tell a friend too!

https://www.aacounty.org/news-and-events/news/statement-from-states-attorney-anne-colt-leitess-on-the-sentencing-in-the-capital-gazette-shooting-case


·       AnneArundelSAO on Instagram and Twitter 
·       Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney’s Office on Facebook   
·       Anne Arundel Justice

As always, thank you for your continued support!

Glen Burnie Man Receives 15 Years in Sexual Abuse of Family MemberGlen Burnie Man Receives 15 Years in Sexual Abuse of Family Member

“This is truly a heartbreaking case. It’s disturbing that a family member would exploit
the trust he had with the child and commit this abuse,” said State’s Attorney Anne Colt
Leitess, who recently announced that Ronald Phelps, 61, of Glen Burnie was
sentenced to 25 years suspend all but 15 years for sex abuse of a minor.

The defendant entered an Alford plea on June 29, 2021.

“It’s my hope that the victim continues to receive the support and resources required to
overcome this devastating situation. Moreover, I hope that parents or parental figures
continue to teach their children that no one has the right to touch their body and they
have the right to say no. I am so grateful this young victim was able to tell a trusted
family member and brought this abuse to an end. If you know someone who is a victim
of sexual abuse, please encourage them to tell someone or call the Sexual Assault
Crisis Center and Hotline at 410-222-6800,” she added.

Assistant State’s Attorney Maria Stamidis handled the sentencing in this case on
behalf of the citizens of Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more. 

Churchton Man Who Stabbed Woman with Semen-Filled Syringe ReceivesChurchton Man Who Stabbed Woman with Semen-Filled Syringe Receives
10 Years10 Years

Thomas Stemen, 52, of Churchton was sentenced to 10 years of active incarceration
and five years of supervised probation in the stabbing of a woman with a semen-filled
syringe outside of a local grocery store, Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne
Colt Leitess announced.

The defendant entered an Alford plea to one count of felony first degree assault and
one count of second degree assault on June 16, 2020. He must also undergo a
substance abuse and a mental health evaluation and receive treatment upon his
release from prison.

“The defendant’s actions were truly horrific,” said State’s Attorney Leitess. “He
intentionally went out into our community with the goal of assaulting unsuspecting
women. With this sentence, he will be removed from our community for a long time. I
am thankful for the citizens who identified him from video released by law enforcement
and that the survivors are able to move forward after this senseless assault.”

Assistant State’s Attorney Megan Mickler prosecuted the case on behalf of the citizen
of Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more. 

Fleeing Motorist Who Attempted to Hit Anne Arundel County Police OfficerFleeing Motorist Who Attempted to Hit Anne Arundel County Police Officer
and Fatally Injured Passenger Pleads Guiltyand Fatally Injured Passenger Pleads Guilty

Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess announced today that David
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Bogdanowicz,53, of Annapolis pled guilty to one count of first degree assault on Anne
Arundel County Detective Kenneth Edmonds, one count of manslaughter in the death
of his passenger, Jennifer Patterson, and unauthorized use of a motor vehicle.

The state is seeking a sentence of 35 years, suspend all but 25 years, at the December
2, 2021 sentencing.

“The defendant used his vehicle as a weapon,” said State’s Attorney Leitess. “Not only
did he attempt to hit a law enforcement officer with his vehicle to evade arrest but his
actions also took the life of his passenger, Ms. Jennifer Patterson. I would like to thank
Det. Edmonds and the other responding officers for choosing – each and every day –
to put their lives in danger in order to keep our communities safe and sound.
Additionally, I extend my deepest condolences to the family and friends of Ms.
Patterson. She died trying to escape the defendant’s vehicle and her death is tragic.”

Assistant State’s Attorney Carolynn Grammas prosecuted the case on behalf of the
citizens of Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more. 

Repeat Offender Receives 30 Years for Attempted MurderRepeat Offender Receives 30 Years for Attempted Murder

Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess announced today that Alonta
Johnson, 28, of Baltimore was sentenced to 30 years of active incarceration for the
attempted second degree murder of Anthony Jeppi in the parking garage at Maryland
Live Casino.

A jury found the defendant guilty of attempted second degree murder, use of a firearm
in the commission of a crime of violence, possession of a regulated firearm after
having been convicted of a crime of violence and lesser included charges on July 22,
2021.

“There’s no reason that a simple disagreement should lead to an individual being shot.
The defendant’s actions were cold and callous and this sentence holds him
accountable for his actions,” said State’s Attorney Leitess. “Additionally, I would like to
thank the police and prosecutors who worked diligently in securing justice for Mr. Jeppi.
We are fortunate to have the technology that was crucial in identifying the defendant
and presenting that evidence in the courtroom.”

Assistant State’s Attorney Brian Pritchard prosecuted this case on behalf of the citizens
of Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more. 
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