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Greetings
 
Welcome to the November 2021 edition of Anne Arundel Justice!
 
This month, we recognize Veterans Day, a time to honor the more than 18 million men
and women in the United States Armed Forces – living and deceased – who have
served our country. Their dedication safeguards liberty and freedom for all Americans.
We thank them for protecting our nation. Our courts in Anne Arundel County know of
the special needs and circumstances veterans may have and the Office of the State’s
Attorney provides a specially assigned staff for a Veterans Court docket in our District
Court. Whether it’s trauma-informed or substance abuse counseling to overcome
addiction, I am grateful that we can refer our veterans to services appropriate for their
situation.
 
In this month’s newsletter, you’ll learn about a few of our successful prosecutions in
the State’s Attorney’s Office, including the retrial and conviction in a 15 year old case,
the conviction of a Brooklyn man who fled to Mexico after murdering two longtime
friends and more.

For the latest information, please be sure to follow us on our social media platforms
and subscribe to the newsletter on our website:

·      AnneArundelSAO on Instagram and Twitter 
·      Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney’s Office on Facebook   
·      Anne Arundel Justice

As always, thank you for your continued support! 

Jury Convicts Felon of All Charges in 15 year old Murder of Former FederalJury Convicts Felon of All Charges in 15 year old Murder of Former Federal
Protective Services OfficerProtective Services Officer

On October 28, 2021, a jury found William McDonald, 41, of Glen Burnie guilty of first-
degree felony murder, two counts of armed robbery, use of a handgun in a crime of
violence and possession of a regulated firearm after a conviction for a crime of violence
in the 2006 death of Benjamin Curtis, a former federal protective services officer,
announced Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess. This case was a

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/veterans-day-facts#:~:text=Veterans Today,-The military men&text=18.2 million living veterans served,one war as of 2018.
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/sao/Mediation-Center/


re-trial from 2018.

The defendant will be sentenced on January 10, 2022 and the State is seeking life
without the possibility of parole.

“I would like to extend my deepest condolences to the loved ones of the victim. I hope
this verdict provides some peace to you. This was truly a long time coming,” said Anne
Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess. “This case was at first a cold case,
and then had several issues that delayed bringing it to a just conclusion that included a
mistrial and being overturned on appeal. I am pleased that with the retrial of this case
and the jury’s verdict it is clear that my office will continue to pursue justice for all
victims, no matter how long it may take. I would like to thank the joint efforts of the
Atlantic City Police, New Jersey State Police Crime Lab, Maryland State Police Crime
Lab, Fort Meade Military Police, Montgomery County Police Department and the Anne
Arundel County Police Department for their crucial work that lead to this conviction.”

Assistant State’s Attorney Kelly Poma prosecuted this case on behalf of the citizens of
Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more.  

Jury Finds Glen Burnie Man Guilty of Attempted First Degree MurderJury Finds Glen Burnie Man Guilty of Attempted First Degree Murder

Gerald Haigis, 47, of Glen Burnie was found guilty by a jury of attempted first degree
murder, armed carjacking, armed robbery and first degree assault, stated Anne
Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess. The defendant will be sentenced on
January 4, 2022 and the State is seeking 25 years of active incarceration.

“The defendant viciously attacked the victim and I am grateful that a jury held him
accountable for his actions,” stated State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess.” Because the
victim came forward and cooperated in this case, a violent individual will not be able to
hurt others. I hope that the victim continues to receive the necessary resources and
support to move forward from such a traumatic incident.”

Assistant State’s Attorney Carolynn Grammas prosecuted this case on behalf of the
citizens of Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more.

Glen Burnie Man Found Guilty for Sexually Assaulting MinorGlen Burnie Man Found Guilty for Sexually Assaulting Minor

Rene Hernandez-Gomez, 34, of Glen Burnie was sentenced to 15 years suspend all
but seven years for sex abuse of a minor during a bench trial on September 30, 2021,
announced Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess.

“As parents we must be cautious in who we bring into our homes and have meaningful
conversations with our children to prevent them from being manipulated and coerced
by predatory adults,” said State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess. “The defendant used
bribery to pursue and sexually assault a minor and for that, he has been held
accountable. If you or someone you know is a victim of sexual abuse, tell someone
or call the Sexual Assault Crisis Center and Hotline at 410-222-6800.”

Assistant State’s Attorney Kathleen Combs prosecuted this case on behalf of the
citizens of Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more. 

https://www.aacounty.org/news-and-events/news/jury-finds-convicted-felon-guilty-of-all-charges-in-retrial-in-murder-of-former-federal-protective-services-officer
https://www.aacounty.org/news-and-events/news/jury-finds-glen-burnie-man-guilty-of-attempted-first-degree-murder
https://www.aahealth.org/sexual-assault-crisis-center-and-hotline/
https://www.aacounty.org/news-and-events/news/glen-burnie-man-found-guilty-for-sexually-assaulting-minor


Brooklyn Man Receives 46 Years for the Murder of Longtime FriendsBrooklyn Man Receives 46 Years for the Murder of Longtime Friends

Edwin Hurtado-Valdez, 22, of Brooklyn was sentenced to 46 years including 10 years
without the possibility of parole in the deaths of Antwon Queen and Antwan Briggs,
announced Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess.

The defendant was sentenced to 18 years for second degree felony murder of Queen
and 18 years for second degree felony murder of Briggs, five years without parole for
firearm in crime of violence for Queen and five years without parole for firearm in crime
of violence for Briggs. All sentences run consecutively.

A jury found the defendant guilty on June 11, 2021, finding that the victims were
murdered during the course of the felony charge of drug distribution.
Assistant State’s Attorneys Jason Steinhardt and David Russell prosecuted the case
on behalf of the citizens of Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more.

Baltimore Man Receives 50 Years for Attempted First Degree MurderBaltimore Man Receives 50 Years for Attempted First Degree Murder

Andy Reyes, 26, of Baltimore was sentenced to 60 years suspended all but 50 years
with the first 15 years without parole in the attempted murder of Daniel Bartley, 27,
announced Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess.

A jury found the defendant guilty of attempted first degree murder, use of a handgun in
the commission of a crime of violence, wearing, carrying and transport a handgun on
person and possessing a loaded handgun on April 30, 2021. This was the first jury trial
to convene since the closing of the courts due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“The defendant decided to violently take matters into his own hands when he shot Mr.
Bartley and because of his choice, he will be spending many years in prison,” said
Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess. “In this case, the victim’s
testimony was integral to the jury’s verdict and shows the power to stop violent
individuals.”

Assistant State’s Attorney Nancy Olin prosecuted the case on behalf of the citizens of
Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more.

www.aacounty.org/departments/sao

     

https://www.aacounty.org/news-and-events/news/brooklyn-man-receives-46-years-for-the-murder-of-teenage-friends
https://www.aacounty.org/news-and-events/news/jury-finds-baltimore-man-guilty-of-attempted-first-degree-murder-in-first-jury-trial-since-court-re-opening
https://www.aacounty.org/news-and-events/news/baltimore-man-receives-50-years-for-attempted-first-degree-murder
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/sao/
https://www.facebook.com/AACoStatesAttorneysOffice
https://twitter.com/AnneArundelSAO
https://www.instagram.com/annearundelsao

