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Greetings!

Welcome to the latest edition of Anne Arundel Justice!

Recently, the Office of the State’s Attorney for Anne Arundel recognized the
amazing advocates who support victims of crimes during our National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week Virtual Ceremony. The annual celebration honored the
victim advocates and law enforcement officers who protect and support
those in our community impacted by violence.

This year’s honorees were Jane Strong (Office of the State’s Attorney for
Anne Arundel County), Melissa Ray (Anne Arundel County Crisis
Response), Lt. Steve Thomas (Anne Arundel County Police Department),
Ryan Voegtlin (Anne Arundel County Public Schools), Timmeka Perkins
(Anne Arundel County Police Department), Det. Ian Preece (Anne Arundel
County Police Department), Candace Keefauver (Anne Arundel County
Crisis Response) and Det. Scott Ballard (Anne Arundel County Police
Department). Ana Maria Phillips (Thrive Behavioral Health) was the recipient
of the prestigious Warren B. Duckett, Jr. Memorial Commitment to Justice
Award. We thank you all for your service and commitment to helping crime
victims and their families.

Click here to watch the ceremony.

Last week, the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County entered the fifth and
final phase of the COVID-19 resumption of operations plan with the
restarting of full Court operations. Masks and social distancing safeguards
remain in effect in the courtrooms. With a robust vaccination participation
among our staff, Assistant State’s Attorneys, investigators and advocates
will return in-person fulltime starting May 10 and support staff will phase in
between May 1 and June 1. Employees will continue to adhere to social
distancing protocols and safe practices while in the office per county and
courthouse policies.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j9X9xBiTURY


In this month’s edition, you’ll learn more about a guilty verdict in the first jury
trial since the reopening of the Courts; a repeat drunk driver who received
the maximum sentence under a new sentencing law and a Crownsville man
who plead guilty to involuntary manslaughter.

Be sure to sign-up to receive our monthly newsletter, Anne Arundel Justice,
and follow us on our social media channels:

·      AnneArundelSAO on Instagram and Twitter 
·      Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney’s Office on Facebook   

As always, thank you for your continued support!

Jury Finds Baltimore Man Guilty of Attempted First Degree Murder in FirstJury Finds Baltimore Man Guilty of Attempted First Degree Murder in First
Jury Trial Since Courts Re-OpeningJury Trial Since Courts Re-Opening

A socially distanced and masked jury found Andy Reyes, 26, of Baltimore
guilty of attempted first degree murder, use of a handgun in the commission
of a crime of violence, wearing, carrying and transport a handgun on person
and possessing a loaded handgun in the attempted murder of Daniel
Bartley, 27, announced State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess.

The defendant will be sentenced on June 29, 2021. The charges carry a
maximum sentence of life plus 26 years. 

“The combination of good police work by the Anne Arundel County Police
Department and our prosecution team, coupled with the powerful testimony
of the surviving victim resulted in the jury rendering a just verdict. The
defendant is no longer a danger to our community and will be held
accountable for his deplorable actions,” said Anne Arundel County State’s
Attorney Anne Colt Leitess. “When victims and witnesses of violent crime
come forward and cooperate with law enforcement, these are the results.
When our community refuses to tolerate violence, we will be safer.”

Assistant State’s Attorney Nancy Olin prosecuted the case on behalf of the
citizens of Anne Arundel County. 

Click here to read more. 

Repeat Drunk Driver Receives Maximum Sentence in Serious PersonalRepeat Drunk Driver Receives Maximum Sentence in Serious Personal
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Todd Allen Beeker, 58, of Pasadena was sentenced to 10 years prison in a
non-fatal collision that left the victim, Mr. Bennett Kriewald, 29, permanently
disabled, stated Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess.
The charge runs consecutive to another 10 year sentence imposed in St.
Mary’s County for Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol (DUI). This is the
first time a defendant has received the maximum sentence of 10 years in
Anne Arundel County under the updated Maryland Transportation Code 21-
902(i) DUI statute which increased the penalty for those with more than
three prior convictions from three to ten years in prison. The change to the
penalty took effect on October 1, 2019 throughout the state.

mailto:saopress@aacounty.org
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“A young man’s life is forever altered because of the defendant’s reckless
and selfish decision to drive while intoxicated,” said State’s Attorney Anne
Colt Leitess. “Mr. Kriewald is now forced to live with permanent physical
injuries, and the anguish and extreme financial stress that have followed. I
know this sentence cannot make whole everything that Mr. Kriewald lost but
I hope it does provide him and his family with a sense of peace in knowing
that the defendant is held accountable for his actions.”

Assistant State’s Attorney Carolynn Grammas prosecuted the case on
behalf of the citizens of Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more. 
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Thomas Coale Sr., 55, of Crownsville was sentenced to 10 years in jail
suspend all but 18 months along with supervised probation and drug and
alcohol treatment for one count of involuntary manslaughter in the death of
George Jaeger, 76. The defendant was taken into custody at the plea
hearing as he had not served any time pre-trial. He will serve his sentence
at the Anne Arundel County Detention Center.

Coale entered a guilty plea on April 16, 2021 to both manslaughter and
driving while under the influence of alcohol.

“The callous actions of the defendant contributed to the death of Mr. Jaeger
as the evidence showed that after the victim fell off Mr. Coale’s boat into the
water, the defendant failed to seek help by calling 911, and then left Mr.
Jaeger in peril of drowning,” said State’s Attorney Anne Colt Leitess. “Under
the Maryland Criminal Code, Coale was charged with criminal manslaughter
and then separately for manslaughter by vessel as well as driving his
vehicle while impaired. The facts in this case showed that he was guilty of
involuntary manslaughter for the grossly negligent act of failing to seek help
on the victim’s behalf, leaving him in the water to drown and then only
calling authorities long after he returned to shore and left the area. The
police found Jaeger with a weak pulse, so he was still alive when Coale
abandoned him. While the State could not prove the defendant was
intoxicated while operating his boat at the time of the accident or that was
the cause of Jaeger’s death, we could prove he knowingly abandoned his
friend and was intoxicated when he operated his truck after leaving the
marina and returning. I am grateful for the excellent investigation the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources Police and the U.S. Coast
Guard conducted in this matter. I extend my deepest condolences to the
friends and family of Mr. Jaeger during this challenging time. ”

Assistant State’s Attorney Carolynn Grammas prosecuted the case on
behalf of the citizens of Anne Arundel County.

Click here to read more. 
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