
September 22, 2008 
 
MEETING MINUTES  
 
Subject: Dairy Farm Master Plan Meeting  
Date of Meeting: September 17, 2008 / Meeting #5 
Location: Chesapeake Meeting Room, Heritage Complex  
 

Attendees:  
Committee Members:  
Ms. Christina Aist 
Ms. Joan Berry 
Mr. Jack Boeve  
Ms. D'Alex Childers  
Mr. Russell DeHart  
Mr. Mark Sullivan (for Tom Dorr) 
Mr. Vernon Hustead 
Ms. Joe Ann Kuhn 
Mr. Carter Lively 
Ms. Janet Mackey  
Mr. Robert Morton 
Rev. Robert Myers  
Ms. Marilyn Taylor  
Ms. Mary Tobin  
Ms. Lina Vlavianos 
Mr. Bill Fields (for Roger White)  
Ms. Gail Yeiser 
 

 
Ex. Officio Members:  
Ms. Lou Ann Broad 
Ms. Ginger Ellis 
Mr. Mark Kramer 
Mr. David Myers 
Ms. Janet Norman 
Ms. Valerie Kwiatkowski  
Mr. Darian Schwab 
Ms. Karyn Molines 
Mr. Rocky Glendinning  
Consultants: 
John Rohde, Human & Rohde, Inc. 
Sally Malena, Human & Rohde, Inc.

Other Attendees:  
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Fry, Maryland Sunrise Farm (MSF) 
Ms. Kimberly Hickey, PWD Annapolis (Navy) 
 
Karyn Molines opened the fifth meeting of the Hammond's Connection at the Dairy Farm 
Advisory Committee.  Changes to the previous minutes are as follows: 

1. It was requested that the letter from the Severn River Commission concerning water 
quality improvements be included in the minutes.  (See attachment) 

2. There was also some concern raised regarding water and sewer connections.  Well 
and septic verses extensions/connections to existing public water and sewer services:  
Questions about codes and demand are still to be resolved.  

3. It was noted that the idea of a petting zoo was not a preferred use and if there was one 
it should be in association with the farm operation. 

 
After the review of the minutes, Karyn turned the meeting over to Sally to present two schematic 
concepts for the Committee’s input.  11” x 17” copies of each were handed out to the committee 
members. Scheme A includes: 
 
 

1. Entrance to Hammond’s Connection would be at an improved existing entrance on    
                  Dairy Farm Road. 



2. The existing dirt road would need to be widened to accommodate Park traffic.  A 
Hike /Bike trail would parallel the road. 

3. The Community garden is located adjacent to Dairy Farm Road where the topography 
is relatively flat and unwooded.  The layout of the garden plots is patterned after those 
at Kinder Farm Park. 

4.  An orchard is shown along the entrance road. 
5. Two parking areas are also adjacent to the entrance road.  The first one would hold 

approximately 145 vehicles with a picnic pavilion and restroom adjacent.  A smaller 
parking area for app. 45 vehicles is shown adjacent to the cemetery.  An Interpretive 
Center is shown that would house artifacts and information concerning the history of 
the site.  It could also serve as a ranger station etc. 

6. Between the cemetery and the homestead a labyrinth is indicated and beyond the 
homestead site a small parking area for approximately 15 vehicles. 

7. The existing lane to the stream is shown to be improved and a roundabout with 
parking located at the end to allow for people to access the lower part of the park. 

8. A parking area is shown in the central part of the site for approximately 30 vehicles.  
A picnic pavilion and restroom are adjacent. 

9. Approximately 4 miles of trails are indicated looping around the entire site and 
connecting with the South Shore Trail and the Village area. 

10. Three wildlife viewing platforms are shown along the stream connected to the trail 
system. 

11. The steep slopes are indicated to be reforested and the trees help define use areas.   
12. The gardens atop the ridge would relate to the community garden….produce, berry 

patches, kitchen gardens etc. 
13. The area around the homestead and cemetery other than the labyrinth would be for 

archaeology study. 
14. The slope below the homestead and cemetery is shown as terraced with maintained 

gardens below. 
15. As the topography slopes towards the stream the gardens become more natural in 

layout and character.   
16. The area adjacent to the fence line at the south end of the park would be maintained 

in a meadow type habitat as a transition into the farming operation. 
17. A storm water management area is shown. 

Total Parking in Scheme A = 255, New roadway to the Community gardens = .14 miles. 
 
Scheme B included most of the same elements as Scheme A.  Below are the differences: 

1. The Community gardens were separated into organic and inorganic gardens. 
2. The large parking lot to the south of the community gardens is oriented in a north 

south direction as opposed to an east west direction.  
3. The labyrinth is below the terraced gardens to the west of the homestead site. 
4. The park road loops around below the homestead site and into the open area midway 

between the ridge and stream. Three parking areas are provided along the lower road 
as well as one picnic pavilion and restroom.  Approximately .80 of a mile of new road 
would be added (includes road to Community gardens). 

5. A parking area is indicated on the north side of Dairy Farm Road that potentially 
could be used for trail parking if trails were connected into Odenton Natural Area. 



Total Parking in Scheme B = 275, New roadway = .80 miles. 
 
 
The discussion following Sally’s presentation included the following comments: 

1. An area needs to be provided for sledding, clear of trees with a long ‘run out’ area. 
2. The ‘savannah’ look is desirable. 
3. A warm season grass meadow is desirable.  Janet Norman will provide input on the 

size and shape necessary for wildlife habitat. 
4. The view of a parking lot from the village would be undesirable.  Screen from view 

via mounds, set further down the ridge, or vegetation. 
5. Allow room to screen the labyrinth from parking area. 
6. Terminology…..gardens verses natural enhancement areas and natural habitats. 
7. There may be archaeological significant features west of the homestead site that could 

impact the design of the area.  Studies will be routinely done so that construction 
plans will not impact any significant sites. 

8. Pavilions should be medium in size. 
9. Music is still a question….if music is included; it should be directed away from the 

residential areas, non amplified and only small groups.  Perhaps within an enclosure, 
like a barn.  Some committee members cautioned that permitting any form of live 
music, regardless of venue size, will lead to larger scale musical performances with 
amplification. A small building for teaching purposes is desirable near the community 
gardens. 

10. The gravel pit is desirable for farm road maintenance and should remain.  An 
educational opportunity exists. 

11. Roads on the dairy farm site will be considered an historic element and should 
remain. 
The roads would be shared by the park and the farming operation. 

12. The group seemed to prefer scheme B over A….mainly the parking layout. 
13. The labyrinth is best located as in scheme B.  The area between the cemetery and 

house site should remain open. 
14. A playground may be desirable. 
15. Graphically show the storm water management area differently; it was generally 

agreed that a retention pond or similar feature is not a desired approach for managing 
storm water runoff. 

16. The parking area next to the cemetery may want to be smaller. 
17. Bee keeping can occur most anywhere on site as long as people are kept away from 

the hives. 
18. Once a general layout is selected refinements incorporating habitat enhancement, 

SWM, meadow creation, etc. will follow. 
19. There were questions about the extent of tree cover along the stream.  Field 

verification will be required. 
20. It was suggested that a butterfly house could be provided. 
21. It was noted that the County is planning on providing some form of physical 

separation or barrier between the Hammond’s Connection property and the property 
used/maintained by the tenant farmer.  It is likely this will be a fence typical to the 
type that now exists on many portions of the farm. 



22. There was a question raised about the number of deer inhabiting the property.  Mr. 
Fry estimates the resident deer population on the farm to be between 20 and 25 deer.  

 
 
Human & Rohde, Inc. will come back to the next meeting with one or two plans that incorporate 
the ideas generated at this meeting.   
The next meeting will be October 15th in the Chesapeake Meeting Room at the Heritage 
Office Complex at 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Sally Malena 
Human & Rohde Inc. 
 
Cc.  Attendees 
       Committee Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


