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INTRODUCTION  

Hammond’s Connection is part of the 857-acre United States Naval Academy Dairy Farm in Gambrills, Maryland. The 
U.S. Department of the Navy acquired the property in 1913 to provide milk and food for the Naval Academy. Prior to that 
time, the parcel was part of Howard’s Adventure, the estate of the Hammond family who achieved recognition as wealthy 
merchants and political figures in the 1700s. In the 1990s, Federal legislation allowed the Navy to cease dairy operation 
and specified that the property remain in a “rural and agricultural nature.” The farm is currently leased to Maryland Sunrise 
Farm, LLC. 

In March of 2007, Anne Arundel County submitted a Lease Offer Proposal to the U.S. Department of the Navy in 
response to a Notice of Availability for Lease of the U.S. Naval Academy Dairy Farm. The Proposal put forth the concept 
for a park that would focus on the agricultural and rural character of Anne Arundel County by following the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s definition of “Community Supported Agriculture.” The County’s vision for the site is 
“Preservation, Utilization, Recreation, and Education.”  

The Lease Proposal was accepted and Anne Arundel County signed a 30-year lease on the 857-acre property. The 
majority of the farm will remain a farming operation leased to a tenant farmer. Approximately 176 acres will become a 
public park. About 140 acres of the park were part of the 300 acres estate formerly known as “Hammond’s Connection.” 
To recognize the important history of the Hammond Family, and to differentiate the public access area from the farm 
operations, the park was named Hammond’s Connection at the Dairy Farm. 

In April of 2008, an Advisory Committee was appointed by County Executive John R. Leopold to provide goals and 
objectives for the development of Hammond’s Connection and general suggestions for the overall use of the entire Dairy 
Farm. The Committee was composed of representatives from adjacent community associations, civic groups, and 
organizations interested in the development of the Dairy Farm. County, State, and Federal Government employees 
served as advisors to the Committee offering their expertise on various issues to be considered during the planning 
process. Human & Rohde, Inc., Landscape Architects, was retained by the Department of Recreation and Parks and the 
Department of Public Works to assist the Advisory Committee in preparing a Master Plan for Hammond’s Connection. 
This report is a summary of that process and the Master Plan developed by the Advisory Committee and subsequently 
approved by Anne Arundel County. 
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LOCATION AND CONTEXT  

The Dairy Farm is in Gambrills, Maryland in northwest Anne Arundel County on Annapolis Road (Maryland Route 175). 
The Dairy Farm is within two miles of the intersection of Interstate 97 / Maryland Route 3 and less than eight miles from 
the Baltimore-Washington Parkway. The South Shore Trail, planned to stretch between Bestgate Road in Annapolis to 
Odenton including a portion along Maple Road, will link to the Dairy Farm via Gambrills Road (Figure 1a). The Gambrill 
Heights Community is on the northeast border with Dairy Farm Road, the neighborhood of Arundel View, and Odenton 
Natural Area on the northwest; and a Baltimore Gas and Electric Company (BGE) Substation on the south. Towser’s 
Branch (a tributary of the Little Patuxent River) and a BGE powerline right-of-way separate the Dairy Farm from the Four 
Seasons Community on the west and south. Two parcels are separated by roads: approximately 36 acres on the 
northwest side of Dairy Farm Road and approximately 13 acres north of Annapolis Road between Maple Road and 
Gambrills Road. Several schools are within walking distance to the site including: Four Seasons Elementary, Waugh 
Chapel Elementary, Arundel Middle, and Arundel High.  

At present, the Dairy Farm is leased to Maryland Sunrise Farm, LLC. The 857 acres are composed of natural areas along 
Towser’s Branch, steep slopes, pasture land, field crops, and the Village. Most of the barns, outbuildings, and housing for 
farm employees are located in the Village and are being shared by the County and Maryland Sunrise Farm (Figure 1b).  

The Dairy Farm is considered eligible under the National Registry of Historic Places as a Historic District, requiring special 
actions and considerations to protect the historical significance of the site. The main contributing features of the Historic 
District are the buildings within the Village, the roads within the Village, and the viewshed of the farm fields. As the Master 
Plan is implemented, efforts will protect the unique historical and cultural resources that exist at the Dairy Farm. 

Hammond’s Connection, the primary focus of this Master Plan, is comprised of approximately 140 acres along the 
western boundary with Towser’s Branch and the 36 acres on the northwest side of Dairy Farm Road. 
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Figure 1a. The 857-acre Dairy Farm 
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Figure 1b. The Village within the Dairy Farm 
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SITE ANALYSIS  

The Site Analysis graphically depicts existing natural and manmade conditions (Insert A). The analysis shows the assets 
and constraints of the property necessary to plan appropriate site development. The Site Analysis shows the existing 
contours, slopes, streams, drainage swales, wetlands, wetland / stream buffers, wooded areas, soils, ridge lines, 
structures, access routes, scenic views, and utilities.  

Currently, access to the Dairy Farm is from Annapolis Road (Maryland Route 175) with egress located on Dairy Farm 
Road (Figure 2a). Access to the main body of Hammond’s Connection is from the Village via a gravel farm lane that 
parallels Dairy Farm Road (Figure 2b). The farm lane is narrow and may require improvements as well as widening to 
accommodate the public. To minimize traffic destined for Hammond’s Connection from traveling through the Village, an 
entrance would be provided from Dairy Farm Road. Possible locations could be the existing egress from the Village or a 
new curb opening opposite Old Dairy Farm Road. The proposed alignment of the South Shore Hike / Bike Trail follows the 
old WB & A Railroad bed that parallels Maple Road north of the Dairy Farm. The South Shore Trail will connect Annapolis 
and Odenton with a spur trail into Hammond’s Connection. 

The houses, outbuildings, and all but one of the barns are located at the Village (Figure 2c). A public restroom and picnic 
pavilion are located at the Village and used during special events and festivals. The 4-H Dairy Club is housed at the 
Village. The Village is serviced by well water and septic system. Overhead electric lines come on site from Annapolis 
Road.  

Approximately 140 acres of Hammond’s Connection lies on the west side of the Dairy Farm, bounded on the north by 
Dairy Farm Road and on the west by Towser’s Branch. Fences to the south separate Hammond’s Connection from the 
farm fields. A gravel lane provides access to the site and separates Hammond’s Connection from the active farm 
operations. A ridge line parallels Dairy Farm Road and then heads south following the gravel lane. The remains of the 
Hammond Manor House and family cemetery located on this ridge are the only structures on Hammond’s Connection 
(Figure 3a and 3b). The dominant site characteristics of Hammond’s Connection are steep slopes and Towser’s Branch. A 
gravel pit used to repair the farm lanes is located in Hammond’s Connection. 
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  Figure 2a.  Figure 2b.  Figure 2c. 
  The existing egress on The existing gravel lane to  The Village  
  Dairy Farm Road  Hammond’s Connection  

    

 Figure 3a. Remains of Hammond Manor Figure 3b. The Hammond Cemetery  
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The area contains historic artifacts, representing the Native American and colonial history of the site, requiring further 
archeological investigations and specific considerations to prevent damage to these important cultural resources during 
park development. The Manor House dates to the 1700s and was listed in 1974 on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Unfortunately, the home burned to the ground in 1980. The Hammond Cemetery is surrounded by a stone wall 
and sits north of the home site wall. At least 18 marked and unmarked graves of the distinguished Hammond family are 
buried in the cemetery. The homestead site and the ridge near Dairy Farm Road are the high points of Hammond’s 
Connection and provide the best vistas of the Village to the north and of Towser’s Branch down the slope to the west.  

From the ridge line described above, a series of relatively flat terraces is separated from one another by slopes of 10 
percent to over 15 percent stepping down to Towser’s Branch (Figure 4a and 4b). Wooded areas cover some of the 
steepest slopes. Drainage swales carry surface water from the ridge line to Towser’s Branch. Towser’s Branch drains 
from north to south into the Little Patuxent River. A public sewer line parallels the stream within a 30-foot right-of-way on 
the east and a BGE powerline right-of-way follows along the west side of Towser’s Branch. The wetlands along the 
stream are primarily forested.  

     

 Figure 4a. Looking south along the ridge Figure 4b. Looking west from the ridge 
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A small portion of the farm drains into Jabez Branch, which flows into the Severn River. The State of Maryland has 
designated Jabez Branch as a Use III stream as it has the water quality and habitat to support a naturally reproducing 
trout population. As the only trout stream in the Coastal Plain it is a watershed of high concern. 

Individual trees and small patches of forests are found on the northwest side of Dairy Farm Road, along Towser’s Branch, 
on the steep slopes, and in hedge rows. The species occurring on the site include tulip poplar, beech, hickory, chestnut 
oak, white oak, pin oak, southern red oak, ash, mulberry, box elder, red maple, river birch, pear, sweetgum, sycamore, 
tree of heaven, and white pine. 

For additional information on the health of the stream and management recommendations, refer to the August 2001 report 
prepared for the U.S. Naval Academy and the Washington Navy Yard, called “Integrated Natural Resources Management 
Plan” U.S. Naval Academy / Annapolis Area Complex prepared by the Chesapeake Bay Field Office, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

According to the soil survey produced by the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, five general soil complexes are identified on the Dairy Farm: Downer Phalanx, Mattapex-Butlertown, Matapeake 
Silt Loam, Sassafras and Croom soils, and Zekiah and Issue soils. The majority of soils in Hammond’s Connection is in 
the Downer Phalanx Complex (DxB, DxC, and DxD) and found on slopes from 2 to 5 percent to over 15 percent. The 
Downer soils are sandy fluviomarine sediments and Phalanx soils are composed of sand eolian deposits. The soils are 
well drained and not prone to ponding or flooding. The available water capacity is low to very low for both soils. The 
Phalanx soils could have some rock 12 to 30 inches below grade.  

Mattapex-Butlertown Complex soils (MxB and MxC) are found along the ridge line and accounts for most of the soils that 
are in agricultural production at the Dairy Farm. This Complex is on slopes from 2 percent to 10 percent and consists of 
silty eolian deposits and / or fluviomarine sediments. The soils are characterized as moderately well drained with 
moderately slow permeability; the top of the seasonal high water table is at 27 to 36 inches; the available water capacity is 
moderate to high; and the soils do not flood or pond.  

One small triangle of Matapeake Silt Loam (MmA) in the northeastern corner of Hammond’s Connection consists of silty 
eolian deposits and / or fluviomarine sediments on slopes of less than 2 percent, is well drained, has a high water 
capacity, and does not pond or flood. 

A large band of Sassafras and Croom soils (SME) snakes through the middle of Hammond’s Connection. SME soils are 
on slopes of 15 percent to 25 percent. Sassafras soils consist of fluviomarine sediments and the Croom soils contain 
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gravelly fluviomarine deposits. These soils are well drained, have a low to moderate water capacity, are not prone to 
flooding or ponding, and the water table is deeper than six feet. These soils are moderately erodible.  

Towser’s Branch contains Zekiah and Issue soils (ZBA). The parent material is loamy alluvium. These soils are found in 
floodplains, poorly drained, and frequently flooded. The soils have a depth to the water table of 0 to 20 inches and a high 
water capacity. Zekiah soils are hydric soils, while Issue soils are not.  

The 36 acres north of Dairy Farm Road are also part of Hammond’s Connection but are not contiguous to the larger tract. 
Residential properties abut this area on the north. Approximately 24 acres contiguous with Odenton Natural Area are 
wooded with wetlands running through the center and have grades ranging from below 5 percent to over 15 percent. The 
remaining eight acres are relatively flat. A curb opening exists onto Dairy Farm Road opposite the egress road from the 
Village. The four acres located between Old Dairy Farm and Dairy Farm roads have been allowed to naturally revegetate. 
The soils are primarily in the Mattapex-Butlertown Complex with some Downer Phalanx Complex soils within the wooded 
area.  

The site has been in agricultural use for approximately 300 years. The topsoil may be depleted and require soil 
amendments for the proposed vegetable and display gardens The University of Maryland Cooperative Extension Service 
recommended further soil analysis prior to crop production and garden creation. 
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LAND BAY MAP  

The Land Bay Map is prepared to graphically delineate areas of the site according to development potential in order to 
recommend suitable locations for the various activities (Insert B). Parking areas, picnic pavilions, and other structures 
require large unwooded areas with relatively flat grades. Passive uses such as trails, nature study areas, and gardens can 
be sited within forests and on land with more scenic character. Sensitive environmental areas such as wetlands and 
streams must be protected and buffered from development and could be expanded through habitat restoration projects.  

Twelve land bays are identified on Hammond’s Connection. We use the terms Minimal Use for the environmentally 
sensitive areas and locations for nature trails or habitat restoration, Moderate Use for areas that are appropriate for 
passive activities such as gardening and trails, and Heavy Use for areas appropriate for structures and parking facilities. 

Land Bay A 6.1± acres  Moderate / Heavy Use 
Land Bay B 21.0± acres  Minimal Use 
Land Bay C 4.0± acres  Minimal Use 
Land Bay D 21.0± acres  Minimal Use 
Land Bay E 28.0± acres  Moderate / Heavy Use 
Land Bay F 27.0± acres  Minimal Use 
Land Bay G 11.0± acres  Moderate / Heavy Use 
Land Bay H 4.0± acres  Moderate / Heavy Use 
Land Bay I 10.3± acres  Moderate / Heavy Use 
Land Bay J 21.2± acres  Moderate / Heavy Use 
Land Bay K and L 10.0± acres  Minimal Use 

Land Bays A, B, and C comprise the 36 acres northwest of Dairy Farm Road. Moderate to Heavy Use activities could be 
located on Land Bay A including community garden plots, an orchard, beekeeping, or trail head parking for the Odenton 
Natural Area. Land Bays B and C, predominately forests and wetlands, are Minimal Use areas suitable for nature study 
and trails.  

Totaling over 70 acres, Land Bays E, G, I, and J are the principal Heavy Uses areas (Figures 5a – 5d). These land bays 
are unwooded with most of the land having less than a 10 percent slope. Suitable uses include community gardens, 
theme gardens, play areas, picnic pavilions, parking areas, and support facilities. 

Land Bay H is labeled Moderate / Heavy Use as it is relatively flat and open, but proposed uses must be sensitive to the 
historic features including the cemetery and homestead (Figure 5e).  
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Land Bays D, F, K, and L are most appropriate for Minimal Use activities because they contain Towser’s Branch, the 
wetlands along Towser’s Branch, and wooded areas (Figure 5f). These sensitive environmental areas are suitable for 
nature study, native plantings, habitat restoration, and natural surface walking trails. The steep slopes of these four land 
bays are appropriate for reforestation, sled runs, seating for an amphitheater, and to buffer use areas.  

   
   
 Figure 5a. Land Bay E Figure 5b. Land Bay G  Figure 5c. Land Bay I 
 Moderate / Heavy Use Moderate / Heavy Use Moderate / Heavy Use 
 

   
 
  Figure 5d. Land Bay J Figure 5e. Land Bay H  Figure 5f. Land Bay D 
  Heavy Use  Location of cemetery and home site Minimal Use 
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PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT  

A list of elements for the Dairy Farm was prepared based on the original lease proposal submitted by Anne Arundel 
County to the U.S. Department of the Navy, public comments, and Master Plan Advisory Committee meeting discussions. 
The Advisory Committee considered all suggestions and made the following recommendations for facilities and program 
elements for Hammond’s Connection and the other areas of the Dairy Farm. 

Elements for Hammond’s Connection  
 

• Archaeological research and historic interpretation through storyboards 
• Beekeeping 
• Bird watching and wildlife observation areas  
• Community garden plots 
• Cross country skiing 
• Display gardens: butterfly garden, sensory garden, labyrinth, children’s garden, rain garden, winter garden, 

educational garden, kitchen garden, meadow establishment 
• Sculptures can be incorporated into the gardens 
• Orchards and berry patches for pick-your-own activities 
• Picnic facilities: small pavilions (with grills) and scattered picnic areas (no grills) 
• Reforestation / arboretum of native species 
• Separation between the active farming operation and public areas 
• Sledding 
• Small building as the ranger’s office (prefer an old barn found from another site and / or a green building) 
• Stream restoration 
• Support facilities: restrooms, parking areas (prefer no asphalt or concrete) 
• Trail linkage with other trails in the vicinity 
• 300-foot forested buffer and nature trail along Towser’s Branch 
• Walking trails with storyboards and benches 
• Fall festivals / events 



   13

Elements for the Village Area  
• Fall festivals / events 
• Farm summer camp 
• Kitchen demonstrations (canning, cheese making, etc.) 
• Meeting facilities for community groups 
• Petting zoo 
• Support facilities for Hammond’s Connection 
• Youth farming program 

 
Elements for the Dairy Farm  

• Corn maze 
• Organic farming  
• Solar energy farm 

 
Elements suggested but not supported by the Advisory Committee  

• Amphitheater 
• Farm museum  
• High maintenance gardens (rose gardens, tropical gardens, etc.) 
• Horse trails 
• Public housing 
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HAMMOND’S CONNECTION AT THE DAIRY FARM MASTER PLAN  

Human & Rohde’s task was to develop a conceptual plan that would accommodate the desired elements on the site by 
maximizing the relationship between uses and minimizing impacts to the adjacent properties and sensitive areas of the 
site. The initial plan was based on the findings of the Site Analysis, Land Bay Map, and the list of desired program 
elements described in the previous section. Following the Advisory Committee’s review of the conceptual plan, revisions 
were presented until the Committee reached consensus on a Preliminary Master Plan.  

The Preliminary Master Plan centered on the County’s vision for good stewardship of the Dairy Farm. 

• Preserve the property in its agricultural and rural nature;  
• Provide the public opportunities to reconnect with the land; and 
• Manage a sustainable crop and livestock farming operation. 

Gardens would be a major feature of Hammond’s Connection. Agricultural gardens would include orchard trees, 
vegetables, berry patches, and herb gardens. Heritage gardens would highlight plants important to Native American 
cultures as well as plants associated with the history of the Hammond family’s use of the land. Community Garden plots 
would allow citizens to grow their own vegetables, fruit, and flowers. Natural gardens would highlight native plants. Formal 
gardens would provide a contrasting feature for the less structured gardens. 

Another significant component will be the extensive areas of habitat restoration, including reforestation of 34 acres of 
streams and steep slopes, restoration of more than 5,000 linear feet of stream, and creation of a 15-acre meadow.  

Park amenities would include picnic pavilions, a small playground, and overlooks to view wildlife and the farm. Natural 
surface hiking trails would wind throughout Hammond’s Connection for public enjoyment, education, and recreation. A 
paved hike / bike trail would travel through the site and link to the South Shore Trail. 

The Preliminary Master Plan was presented at a public meeting on February 18, 2009. Public comments on the Plan and 
its park uses and conceptual design were accepted by the Department of Recreation and Parks through March 18, 2009. 
The Plan was well received with 30 total comments submitted: 19 citizens favored the plan; three favored the plan but 
were opposed to trails in Odenton Natural Area, music, and vinyl fencing; five opposed the plan because of the lack of 
equestrian use and financial cost to the county; and three were non-committal. Anne Arundel County accepted the 
Preliminary Master Plan approved by the Advisory Committee as the “Hammond’s Connection at the Dairy Farm Master 
Plan” summarized in this report (Inset C). 
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Public Access to Hammond’s Connection  

The Master Plan proposes the entrance to Hammond’s Connection via Dairy Farm Road through the current egress-only 
drive (Figure 6). This entrance would be shared with the tenant farmer and provide access to the Village. The entrance 
would be improved to allow one ingress lane, two egress lanes, and an area for a gatehouse. The reconfigured entrance 
would allow for additional parking at the Village area. A parking area for approximately 28 vehicles across Dairy Farm 
Road from the new entrance would accommodate users of existing and future nature trails in Odenton Natural Area. A 
pedestrian crossing signal would be necessary for pedestrians to cross Dairy Farm Road. 

The Master Plan also calls for a connection to the South Shore Trail which follows the old alignment of the WB & A 
Railroad. This hike / bike trail would be located one block northeast of Route 175 (Annapolis Road) traveling along Maple 
Road, the northeast boundary of the Dairy Farm. A pedestrian crossing signal would be necessary to cross Route 175. 
The hike / bike trail would pass through the Village area and parallel the farm lane to Hammond’s Connection. The four 
miles of hike / bike trail would wind through Hammond’s Connection linking the different use areas and amenities. It would 
loop on itself forming shorter routes for people of different abilities and interests. This trail would be 10 feet wide, suitable 
for hikers and bikers, and separated from the vehicle travel lanes. Fences would separate the access road and the hike / 
bike trail from the working farm fields. 

The access road to the 140-acre parcel of Hammond’s Connection would be the widened and improved existing gravel 
lane. The main parking area, designed with 126 spaces, would be located off this access road (Figure 7). The access 
road would pass in front of the cemetery and homestead site. A second parking area for approximately 43 vehicles would 
be located near the cemetery and serve the proposed Visitors’ / Interpretation Center (Figure 8). A new road off the 
access road would be located west of the cemetery and homestead and connect to the existing gravel lane leading to 
Towser’s Branch. This new road would provide an additional 42 roadside parking spaces for visitors to the theme 
gardens, labyrinth, and meadow. The existing gravel lane leading to Towser’s Branch would be improved, terminating in a 
cul-de-sac containing approximately 28 parking spaces, and provide access to the wildlife viewing areas and trails 
adjacent to Towser’s Branch (Figure 9). A third parking lot for approximately 43 vehicles would be placed midway down 
the lane. A total of 310 parking spaces would be available throughout the 176-acre site.  

Depending on location, the surface treatment of the roads, parking areas, and hike / bike trail would be a combination of 
asphalt, stone dust, pervious pavers, or boardwalk. Natural surface foot paths would lead from parking areas and 
meander through the gardens and reforestation areas. The exact location and distance of these paths would be designed 
as the gardens develop.  
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Community Gardens and Themed Display Gardens  

Approximately 96 community garden plots would be located on the highest area of the site adjacent to Dairy Farm Road 
(Figure 7). The Advisory Committee recommended that the community garden plots be organic,. Each 20-foot by 30-foot 
garden plot would have access to a hose bib and plot-side parking. A small pavilion and restrooms would be available for 
the gardeners. An apiary would be located west of the gardens on the forest edge. Vehicular access for maintenance of 
the beehives would be provided.  

A prominent feature of Hammond’s Connection would be the themed display gardens located throughout the park. These 
gardens would be functional and educational as well as aesthetically pleasing. Each garden could be considered a “room” 
of the park, providing a unique park experience. The use of native plants would be encouraged. Plantings could be 
shaped and designed to frame the views of the stream, wetland, or meadow enticing visitors to explore these places. The 
trails, paths, and walkways would be integrated into the garden themes, connecting the different garden rooms, and 
providing transitions for the various theme gardens. Sculptures, benches, water features, pavilions, and other structures 
could be incorporated into the garden designs. Each garden could be designed with an interpretive theme and generally 
fall within one of three categories: agricultural, formal, or natural.  

Agricultural gardens would be related to crops, food production, and plants important for human use. An orchard along the 
access road would provide a transition from the working farm to Hammond’s Connection (Figure 7). The approximately 
one-half acre orchard would be planted with Asian pears, crabapples, sour cherries, and walnuts. Apple trees were not 
recommended as they are susceptible to damage from deer. Other agricultural gardens could focus on bio-fuel production 
and kitchen gardens. Specialty gardens could highlight herbs, fruit, fibers, dyes, and medicinal plants. The woods edge 
would be a natural location for berry brambles and fruit bearing shrubs.  

The formal gardens would provide a structured setting. Evergreen trees could be planted to separate the different gardens 
and create private spaces for peaceful enjoyment. A terraced garden could step down the slope from the cemetery. Other 
gardens would be similar to those present on the Hammond estate in the 1800s. A labyrinth would provide an area for 
quiet contemplation (Figure 8). Landscaping around the parking lots, pavilions, and other structures would enhance the 
park and create a balance between buildings, themed display gardens, and restoration projects.  

Gardens closer to the stream, wetlands, and wooded slopes could have a more naturalistic design to harmonize with the 
natural habitats found on site.  Native plantings would be required in these areas and replicate the stages of natural 
habitat succession. Natural gardens should reflect the diversity of habitat restoration projects on site. The stormwater 
management systems would emulate natural stream and wetland characteristics.  
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Habitat Restoration  

The Master Plan provides many opportunities for habitat restoration including stream restoration, wetland creation, 
reforestation, and meadow management. Hammond’s Connection, an agricultural setting with steep slopes adjacent to a 
stream, would provide an ideal setting to demonstrate ecologically sensitive development. The habitat restoration projects, 
aside from creating a better environment, would offer public educational and interpretive opportunities. Hammond’s 
Connection should become an example of low-impact development practices. 

It was important to the Advisory Committee that any activity on the Dairy Farm results in the improvement of water quality 
of Towser’s Branch. Stormwater conveyance systems would allow for water from the roadways and parking lots to slowly 
infiltrate into the soils instead of running down the slopes (Figure 7). The water would flow through the ground and seep 
into the wetlands, where impurities would be filtered and transformed before entering the stream. This slow movement of 
water through the soils would result in better water quality and healthier streams. Stream restoration projects would further 
improve the water quality of Towser’s Branch and the Patuxent River (Figure 9). 

The stormwater conveyance systems would become living laboratories for developing environmentally sound stormwater 
management techniques and providing educational experiences on water quality and stream ecology. Some stormwater 
systems would be designed for aesthetics as well as functionality. 

The existing wooded areas would be supplemented with additional reforestation. A 300-foot buffer of trees would be 
established along the stream. A mix of native deciduous and evergreen trees would be planted throughout 30 acres of the 
park to provide wildlife habitat. Reforestation on the steep slopes would complement the stormwater conveyance systems. 
Trees would buffer the different use areas creating “rooms” in the park. Reforestation areas would buffer the park 
from the roadway. 

A meadow area would abut the working farm to the south creating a natural transition from the park into the farm fields 
(Figure 9). The meadow should be a minimum of 15 acres in size to support grassland wildlife. Other open areas 
throughout the site could be managed as meadows surrounded by native shrubs and understory trees. These areas 
would be mowed on a yearly schedule to encourage the growth of native wildflowers and grasses. 
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Public Amenities  

The Master Plan provides many public amenities found within other County regional parks. Two pavilions, each able to 
accommodate 96 people, would be located at the main parking area (Figure 7) and the parking area off the gravel lane 
leading to Towser’s Branch (Figure 8). A third smaller pavilion would be provided for community garden use (Figure 7). 
Restroom facilities would be provided near each pavilion. 

A proposed Visitors’ / Interpretation Center would be located adjacent to the Hammond Cemetery (Figure 8). This facility 
would be an information center for park visitors and headquarters for park staff. Artifacts found on the property could be 
displayed to interpret the history of the Hammond’s family, as well as African American and Native American history of the 
site. The view of the farm fields from the cemetery and home site should be maintained. Storyboards around the home 
site could highlight the archaeology of the Dairy Farm. Park amenities located near the homestead and cemetery would 
harmonize with the tranquility and history of these special places. The existing gravel pit would remain for farm lane 
maintenance and to provide learning opportunities (Figure 9). 

The main parking lot would provide access to some of the amenities including a playground with age-appropriate features 
for children 2-5 years and 5-12 years and a barn relocated from off-site (Figure 7). The grassy slope west of the main 
parking lot could be maintained for sledding in the winter (Figure 8). Benches and picnic tables would be located 
throughout the park and adjacent to the hike / bike trail. Wildlife viewing platforms would overlook Towser’s Branch 
(Figure 9). A boardwalk would traverse the created wetland located at the confluence of the demonstration water quality 
system and Towser's Branch. 
 
 Storyboards and interpretive stations would be installed along the trails and within the gardens and habitat restoration areas. 

Buildings and other structures would be designed using “green” technology which would include pervious surface 
materials, green roofs, and solar panels. 
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Figure 6. Proposed public access to Hammond’s Connection and the Village. Cars would enter via Dairy Farm Road while 
bicyclists and hikers would enter from either Dairy Farm Road or the South Shore Trail. 



   20

 

 

 

Figure 7. Proposed community garden plots, orchard, playground, main parking lot, and other park amenities.  
The Master Plan includes reforestation of a 300-foot buffer to protect Towser’s Branch. 
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Figure 8. Proposed uses around the Hammond Cemetery highlight the archeology and  
history of the site, offer a meditative labyrinth, and provide parking access to natural areas.  

The hike / bike trail continues to wind through Hammond’s Connection. 
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Figure 9. The Master Plan includes a meadow area, reforestation, and stream restoration and wildlife  
viewing platforms. The gravel pit would be used for farm lane maintenance and educational opportunities. 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS  

The Advisory Committee was responsible for the planning of Hammond’s Connection and expressed their thoughts 
concerning the use of the entire Dairy Farm. Following is a summary of their recommendations. 

General Dairy Farm Site  
• Any activity must result in an improvement of water quality of Towser’s Branch and Jabez Branch. 
• Stream restoration efforts should be taken on both Towser’s Branch and Jabez Branch tributaries flowing 

through the Dairy Farm. 
• Stormwater management must complement stream restoration projects and result in the improvement of 

water quality. 
• A 300-foot wooded buffer should be established along Towser’s Branch. 
• A Phase II Archaeology Study may be required prior to any development of Hammond’s Connection. Beyond 

that, archaeology programs could be established for public participation. A research program should be 
established to study the Hammond family, farming activities, and activities of Native Americans, Europeans, 
and African-Americans. The information should be displayed and presented to the public. 

• The roads on the Dairy Farm are considered historic elements and will remain as such. 
• Fencing should separate the active farming operation and Hammond’s Connection. The type of fencing 

provided should be typical of a farm of the 1900s. 
• The farming operation should remain organic. 
• A solar energy farm should be considered for the area adjacent to the BGE substation. 

Hammond’s Connection  
• A composting facility should be available for recycling of garden materials. 
• An apiary should be located near the community gardens. Hives should be accessible by vehicle for honey 

harvesting and maintenance. 
• Benches and individual picnic tables should be located around the site. Grills should be provided only at 

pavilions. 
• Berry patches should be located in shrub borders along the perimeters of wooded areas. Fall bearing 

raspberries and blackberries were suggested crops. 
• Hammond’s Connection should remain predominately rural and natural in character. 
• More than the required number of handicap parking spaces should be provided on this site. 
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• Musical events would be acceptable if there is no amplification, the bands / acts are small, and performances 
would be held between dawn and dusk, while on Sundays events would not begin before 1:00 p.m. The 
audience should be limited to 250 people and the performance should last only a couple of hours. 

• Natural surface foot trails would meander through the gardens and restoration areas. 
• New structures on site should have solar panels and / or green roofs. 
• The reforestation should be native plant material with a mix of deciduous and evergreen trees. 
• Gardens should use native species of plants when appropriate. 
• Sculptures could be located within the various gardens and along the trail system. 
• Small portable passive greenhouses could be an added feature. 
• Storyboards along the trails and throughout the site should identify plants, wildlife, water management 

features, and historic significance of the site. 
• The community garden plots should be organic. 
• The existing roadways should be shared with the farming operation. 
• The garden types suggested include: 

Aquatic  
Arboretum of native trees 
Bio-fuel  
Children’s  
Crop  
Herb / medicinal  
Kitchen  
Native plants  
Pollination (butterfly)  
Sensory  
Stormwater management demonstration 

• The gravel pit should be used for road repair and educational opportunities. 
• The hike / bike trail should be wide enough to accommodate multiple users and provide a connection to the 

South Shore Trail, to the Odenton Natural Area, and if possible to the adjoining schools. 
• The labyrinth should be an area for quiet contemplation. Surrounding uses must be designed to complement 

this feature. 
• The meadow area should be between 15 and 25 acres to support grass land wildlife. 
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• The orchard should not be any larger than a half acre and include crops such as: Asian pears, crabapples, 
sour cherries, and walnuts. These crops are less intensive to maintain and deer may not destroy these trees 
as easily as apple trees. 

• The park should accommodate sledding and cross-country skiing. 
• The use of pervious paving solutions for roadways, parking areas, and trails is strongly recommended.  
• The view of the farm fields from the Hammond Manor House foundation should remain open. 

The Village  
• 4-H Dairy Leasing Program should continue. 
• A petting zoo could be operated in association with the farming operation. 
• Educational programs with University of Maryland Cooperative Extension should be provided. 
• Educational programs held at the Village and in Hammond’s Connection should be structured around 

agriculture production could include: 
Cooking demonstrations 
Canning  
Butter making 
Candle making 
Caring for farm animals as well as wildlife  

• Festivals, corn maze, and hay rides should be offered. 
• Meeting facilities for community groups should be provided. 
• Youth farming program and farm summer camp could be initiated.  
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PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATES AND PHASING PLANS  

Phase 1  

The first phase would include design planning and preliminary engineering of the entire Hammond’s Connection program 
infrastructure to verify the Master Plan Report phasing assumptions and to avoid conflicts with future program 
improvements. This phase would open the Hammond’s Connection to gardeners and hikers and allow for nature study. 
Proposed improvements include the community gardens, water supply, parking, initial reforestation, landscaping / display 
gardens, and stormwater management. Trails through this phase are mowed grass. 

All cost estimates are rounded up. 
 
Construction administration  $40,000.00 
Sediment control  $14,000.00 
Earthwork  $35,000.00 
Community garden and access road  $156,000.00 
Portable toilets  $5,000.00 
Main parking lot (126 spaces)  $198,000.00 
Water supply and hose bibs  $178,000.00 
Stormwater management $160,000.00 
Landscaping  $58,000.00 
Reforestation  $75,000.00 
3 Display gardens  $45,000.00 
Fencing  $110,000.00 
 
Subtotal Phase 1  $1,100,000.00 
 

Contingencies 20%  $220,000.00 
A / E Fees 10%  $110,000.00 
Inspection 15%  $165,000.00 
 
Total Phase 1  $1,595,000.00  
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Phase 2  

Phase 2 construction would include improvements to the entrance from Dairy Farm Road and the roads within 
Hammond’s Connection and construction of a gate house. A paved hike / bike trail from the Village to the display gardens, 
meadow area, and Towser’s Branch would also be constructed. Parking would be added at the labyrinth and cul-de-sac. 
The pavilion and restroom at the main parking area would be constructed. The fencing and reforestation would be 
completed as well as most of the display gardens. Additional parking would be provided at the Village. 

Construction administration $100,000.00 
Sediment control  $10,000.00 
Earthwork $100,000.00 
Entrance at Dairy Farm Road $200,000.00 
Roads $921,000.00 
Sanitary system  $48,000.00 
Water service and hose bibs  $66,000.00 
2.5 miles of paved hike / bike trail $500,000.00 
Boardwalk and wildlife viewing platform  $28,000.00 
Parking at the labyrinth  $31,000.00 
Parking at the cul-de-sac  $52,000.00 
Additional parking at the Village  $32,000.00 
Pavilion 1  $45,000.00 
Restroom $250,000.00 
Gate house and gates $100,000.00 
Bio-retention areas  $42,000.00 
Reforestation $140,000.00 
Landscape  $58,000.00 
Display gardens  $90,000.00 
Meadow establishment  $35,000.00 
Fencing  $33,000.00 
Labyrinth  $15,000.00 
Misc. (picnic tables, benches, etc.)  $54,000.00 
 
Subtotal Phase 2  $2,950,000.00 

Contingencies 20%  $590,000.00 
A / E Fees 10%  $295,000.00 
Inspection 15%  $442,500.00 
 
Total Phase 2  $4,278,000.00 
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Phase 3  

This phase would complete the park with the addition of the Visitors’ Center and parking, the second pavilion and 
restroom, the community gardens pavilion, and a relocated barn. The trail system would be completed as well as the 
boardwalks and wildlife viewing platforms. The playground would be built and the remaining gardens and landscaping 
around the site would be completed. The parking area west of Dairy Farm Road could be constructed in this phase. 
Phase 3 includes the restoration of Towser’s Branch. 

Construction administration  $100,000.00 
Sediment control  $5,000.00 
Earthwork  $66,000.00 
Bio-retention  $42,000.00 
Sanitary system and water supply  $75,000.00 
Parking for Pavilion 2 $104,000.00 
Parking at Visitors’ Center  $82,000.00 
Parking west of Dairy Farm Road  $67,000.00 
(includes crossing signals)  
1.5 miles of hike / bike trail $400,000.00 
Pavilion 2  $45,000.00 
Restroom $250,000.00 
Pavilion 3 at community gardens  $35,000.00 
Visitors’ Center $500,000.00 
Relocated barn $150,000.00 
Playground $100,000.00 
Boardwalks and wildlife blinds $138,000.00 
Reforestation $125,000.00 
Landscape  $58,000.00 
Display gardens  $50,000.00 
Stream restoration  $1,200,000.00 
Misc. (picnic tables, benches, lighting)  $75,000.00 
 
Subtotal for Phase 3  $3,667,000.00 
 

Contingencies 20%  $733,400.00 
A / E Fees 10%  $366,700.00 
Inspection 15%  $550,050.00 
 
Total for Phase 3  $5,317,000.00 
 
 
 
TOTAL FOR ALL PHASES  $11,200,000.00
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