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Comments from Public Presentation at the Odenton Town Center Advisory Committee Meeting of May 19, 2020
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Date Comment:

6/18/2020

I would like to thank DPW, OPZ, and Rec and Parks for your work adding a much needed amenity to downtown 
Odenton – a new park adjacent to the library. I have a two comments about the proposed plans.   As you are 
aware, there are remains of a spur line of the former WB&A Electric Railway which operated from 1908 to 1935. 
It appears that this spur will be incorporated into the South Shore Trail. I strongly believe that the park will allow 
for opportunities for historic interpretation of the railroad and Odenton history, perhaps utilizing some of the 
remaining railbed. Not only is this planned park close to the Odenton Local Historic District and the Odenton 
Heritage Society’s Heritage Center, the park could also be within the proposed boundaries of an expanded state 
heritage area. I highly recommend park planners work closely with the Cultural Resources Division of OPZ and the 
Odenton Heritage Society to ensure that historic fabric can be saved and interpreted to future generations.   My 
second comment is about the amphitheater. For a community with no true gathering spaces, this seems like a 
great idea. My only concern is the amphitheater’s viability as a venue given the proximity to the Amtrak and 
MARC rail lines. Will anyone use this space for performances if trains are rolling by every 15 minutes? Are there 
any noise abatement measures that can be used for this space?   Thank you for time and consideration of these 
comments.

6/15/2020

I am the President of the Odenton Heritage Society and we are very excited to see that a park may be developed 
on the site mentioned. Of specific interest is the railroad spur that borders the site. While the spur seems 
abandon the Marc repair facility still uses it to park work cars there when working on the main line. The spur was 
originally constructed in 1840 as the Annapolis and Elkridge Railroad. It was there before there was a Odenton. 
Several U.S.Presidents, including Abrahan Lincoln, went down this railroad. Odenton was the town that railroads 
built. It was named after Oden Bowie, President of the Pennsylvania Railroad and Governor of Maryland. At any 
one time there were five different railroad companies on three railroads through Odenton Therefore it should be 
obvious that the spur is very important to us and should remain as is. Our Society stands ready to help in the 
development of the Park showing the history of what was at one time (canning factory, hotel) along the spur. I 
stand ready to help!!

6/2/2020

First, I am so excited to see the serious planning for a new park utilizing the current County-owned land by the 
library.  I believe a modified version of concept 1 to include the active & passive amenities shown would be most 
valuable.  Plan appears to do a good job of leveraging the unique topology and adjacencies of the land.  I 
recommend adding more pavilions (that could be reserved/rented) throughout the park and closer to the dog 
areas.  Would also be interesting to reserve space for a future tower that could provide incredible views 
throughout the community.  And please include places for tactile permanent and revolving artwork throughout 
the park.
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5/22/2020

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the future of the Odenton Library Community Park. I would like to 
provide support for concept 1 - as a community dog park would be beneficial to Odenton. The addition could also 
attract dog-friendly businesses to the nearby vacant retail areas. Many dog owners within walking distance would 
certainly enjoy a designated safe place for fenced in off-leash play. The clearly defined play areas separated by 
walkways provides literal boundaries for the different needs of community members in each area. The mid-sized 
amphitheater, especially in the wake of covid-19, could provide an alternative to indoor venues for local and 
small events.   I would like to suggest the gates of each dog play area to be more spread out if option 1 or 2 is 
selected. The foot traffic of dogs of all sizes and temperaments may be bottlenecked into the one intersection of 
all of the entrances. In order to improve safety, the third fenced in area entrance to the east side of area and the 
small dog area's entrance would be moved to the west side.  In other dog parks I have visited, it is common for 
larger dogs to harass smaller dogs through the fence from the large dog area. The small dog area is a great option 
for puppies, timid dogs, etc. so the addition of shrubs between area B & D may also provide a deescalation and 
sound buffer in option 2.   As food is an aggression trigger for some dogs, it would be better to only include 
benches and not tables/picnic benches therefore community members do not bring meals into any dog play area.   
A maximum number of dogs per area at a time should also be established and posted for each area in order to 
preclude an unsafe overcrowding issue. In the same vein, a limitation to the dog to adult ratio would be 
beneficial. I would suggest no more than two dogs to one adult.   Clear signage about the rules and regulations of 
the park should be posted and any dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs should not have access to this area. 
If a dog has been ordered to wear a muzzle then they should not have access to the dog parks for community 
safety. Full vaccination and local registration of any dog should be able to be provided on the spot by all dog 
owners in the dog park. A non-AAC resident must be with an AAC resident to use the facility. The animal control 
number, police, and emergency information should also be posted in case any incident does arise.   This is a 
fantastic idea for our community and a great outlet for responsible dog owners of the county. In the area of 
Odenton Town Center, off-leash dog activity has been a prevalent and persistent issue as more residents are 
welcomed with the new construction. Designated separated areas for children and dog play has the potential to 
allow both groups an enjoyable space to safely enjoy Odenton. I look forward to enjoying whatever the outcome 
may be in the near future.

5/21/2020
I’m in support of having a public park being built. Odenton has very little outdoor space dedicated to individuals 
being outdoors. I think this will help build up our community and the relationship between neighbors.
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