
 

 

 

The historic Rhode River offers boaters a variety of on-the-water                             

experiences, from birdwatching in your kayak, fishing and crabbing, to 

swimming in the many secluded creeks. However, recent recurrences of 

excessive bacteria pollution can spoil boating, swimming, and fishing.   



 
 

 

While the pollution contributed by individual boats may seem minor, there are 

almost 45,000 registered boats in Anne Arundel County, so the illegal discharge 

of boater generated sewage can make a big difference in water quality.  It is 

illegal to discharge untreated sewage into the Chesapeake Bay and any of its 

tributaries, including the Rhode River.   

SEWAGE-POLLUTED WATER CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO PUBLIC HEALTH 

Human waste can contain disease causing organisms such as bacteria, viruses, 

and parasites.  Improperly disposed pet waste can also contribute to the            

problem by allowing harmful bacteria and nutrients to wash into storm drains, 

and eventually into local waterbodies. People who contact water contaminated 

with human and pet waste can become ill.  More serious water-borne diseases 

include hepatitis,  typhoid, and cholera.  High concentrations of certain bacteria 

in the water can lead to closures of local beaches, particularly after a rainfall.  

In fact, after a rainfall, all Anne Arundel County beaches are under a no            

swimming/no direct water contact advisory for at least 48 hours due to                   

predicted high bacterial levels.  

BACTERIA CAN CONTAMINATE OYSTER BEDS 

When boaters discharge              

sewage overboard in shellfish 

bed areas like the Rhode River, 

these contaminated shellfish 

can cause illness in humans.  In 

some cases, such as Vibrio   

bacteria or Norwalk virus,            

hundreds of people can be          

affected.  Recently, bacterial 

pollution has resulted in the closure of commercial oyster reefs in the Rhode 

River which can hurt the business of those that depend on the water to make 

their living.   

 

For more information visit www.aarivers.org 



 
 

 Utilize the numerous pumpout facilities that line the Rhode 

River to dispose of sewage properly.  In addition, the          

Honey Dipper, a pumpout boat operated by the West/

Rhode Riverkeeper is available May - October. Honey            

Dipper can be contacted at 410-940-3754 or VHF channel 

71. For more details about pumpout locations see the back 

of this brochure.   

 If your boat has a toilet installed onboard, in order to legally dispose of the 

sewage, boaters must have either an on-board Marine Sanitation Device 

(Type I or Type II MSD) or a holding tank (Type III MSD) to hold the waste 

and have it pumped out onshore.  

 While MSD requirements do not apply to vessels with portable toilets 

onboard, such portable toilets should also be properly emptied onshore.  

Most pumpout facilities have wand attachments to empty portable toilets.   

 Regulations require that “Y” valves used as part of MSD systems must be 

secured in the closed position.  If you have a thru-the-hull seacock, it must 

also be secured. 

 Be sure to regularly maintain your MSD and the attached plumbing to            

ensure functionality.  Use good quality hoses to minimize odors. 

 When tied up to a dock, use onshore facilities.  Encourage guests to take 

advantage of the onshore restrooms before you set out for a day trip. 

 Pet owners are required to pick up after their pets.  

Be sure to use bags to pick up any pet waste and 

deposit in the nearest trash bin.  Please do not          

trespass on private property to relieve your pet.  

 



 

Business Name Location Contact  Hours Designation 

Blue Water Marina Bear Neck Creek 410-798-6968 9-5 daily  

Cadle Creek Marina Cadle Creek 410-798-1915 9-5 daily  

Casa Rio Marina Cadle Creek 410-798-4731 8-4 Mon-Fri   

Rhode River Marina Bear Neck Creek 410-798-1658 8-5 daily  

Honey Dipper 

Pumpout Boat 

Rhode & West  

Rivers 

443-221-5104 or 

VHF channel 71 

8-6 Fri-Mon  

May - Oct 
 


