PLANNING FOR OUR
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
OVERVIEW
The Anne Arundel County Green Infrastructure Master Plan is a guide to conserving and
adding green spaces throughout the County. The Master Plan identifies a Green Infrastructure
Network—a patchwork of large, connected, natural lands that work together to protect
the health of our environment and our communities. It provides strategies to conserve the
Network and add smaller green spaces in more urban communities.

WHAT IS GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE?
“Green infrastructure” refers to the forests, streams, wetlands, fields, and parks that purify our
air and water, provide a home for wildlife and plants, and give people space to work and play.
The Green Infrastructure Network consists of “hubs” of natural lands that are at least 250
acres in size. The hubs are connected to each other by “corridors,” or linear features that
are generally 200 feet wide. At the regional scale, “green infrastructure” refers to the entire
Network of connected lands. But at the local scale, “green infrastructure” can refer to small
parks, street trees, stormwater features, and community gardens. These smaller green spaces
are just as important for neighborhood health, and the Green Infrastructure Master Plan aims
to improve both our regional Network, and our neighborhood-scale green spaces.
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LOCAL SCALE
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At the countywide or regional scale,
green infrastructure is the multifunctional network of large natural
areas and open spaces.

At a smaller scale, green infrastructure may refer to stormwater management
tools such as bioswales and rain gardens. In more urban contexts, green
infrastructure includes small natural features such as street trees, pocket parks,
and community gardens.

HOW WILL THE PLAN BE IMPLEMENTED?
The Master Plan identifies priority areas for public investment in land conservation.
This conservation is achieved through voluntary actions with willing landowners. At
the regional scale, the Master Plan calls for conserving 5,000 additional acres within
the Network. Since 2002, the County has acquired about 3,500 acres of land in the
Green Infrastructure Network, including land in the Bacon Ridge Natural Areas, Jug
Bay Wetlands Sanctuary, and Stoney Creek Park. About 3,900 acres have also been
conserved through the County’s agricultural and woodland easement programs. An
additional 1,900 acres have been conserved by private land trusts.
At the local scale, the Master Plan identifies strategies to target investments in new
stormwater systems, urban trees, community gardens, and the redevelopment of
vacant lots.
The Green Infrastructure Master Plan does not create new regulations. County Code
already includes regulations to protect natural features, including streams, wetlands,
floodplains and forests. These regulations apply countywide—whether a property is
in the Green Infrastructure Network or not.

WHAT COMES NEXT?
Review and Adoption: The draft plan is available for public review from August 12
through September 26, 2021. Then a revised plan will be reviewed by the Planning
Advisory Board in the fall. The County Council will review the plan in the winter.

HOW CAN I REVIEW THE PLAN?
Scan the QR Code below or visit
aacounty.org/green-infrastructure. There you can
comment on the draft Green Infrastructure Master Plan,
and explore and comment on the draft Network Map.
Public comments will be accepted until
September 26, 2021.

Implementation and Tracking: The Department of Recreation and Parks will lead
land conservation efforts with support from the Office of Planning and Zoning,
Bureau of Watershed Protection and Restoration, and Inspections and Permits
Forestry Division. The County will prepare annual progress reports.

