
Green Infrastructure Practitioner Workshop
Summary Notes

Meeting Date: March 18, 2021
Location: Virtual meeting

Attendees
Practitioners

● Sarah Knebel (Scenic Rivers Land Trust)
● Mark Conway (Chesapeake Bay Conservancy)
● Ann Carlson (Maryland Environmental Trust)
● Cheryl Wise (DNR - Land Acquisition)
● Dan Murphy (US Fish and Wildlife Service)
● Zoe Johnson (US Navy)
● Christine Dunham (Smithsonian Environmental Research Center)
● Tuck Hines (Smithsonian Environmental Research Center)
● Earl Bradley (Sierra Club)
● Chris Eberly (Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership, Anne Arundel Bird Club)

County Staff

● Matt Johnston, Environmental Policy Director
● Erica Matthews, Department of Recreation and Parks, Chief of Capital Projects
● Mark Garrity, Department of Recreation and Parks, Parks Administrator
● Barbara Polito, Department of Recreation and Parks, Agricultural Preservation
● Cindy Carrier, Office of Planning and Zoning, Long Range Planning Administrator
● Michael Stringer, Office of Planning and Zoning
● Kari Nye, Office of Planning and Zoning
● Desirae Williams, Office of Planning and Zoning

Background and Context
Michael Stringer and Desirae Williams presented background information on the purpose of the
Green Infrastructure Plan, criteria for land to include in the Green Infrastructure Network, and
the planning process and timeline.

Review and Discussion of Draft Green Infrastructure Network Map
Participants worked in two small groups to review and discuss  the draft Green Infrastructure
Network Map. Comments were noted on a Jamboard slide (attached) and a spokesperson for
each group reported out the key points from the discussion.

Questions to Focus Discussion: Does the draft green infrastructure map align with the
conservation priorities of your organization? How/should sea level rise and climate change be
addressed? How/should equity be addressed?
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Report Outs on Draft Network Map

Group A: generally agreed that the map aligns with their organization’s conservation priorities
● Headwaters for South River and Severn River are really valuable
● The area from the Patuxent Refuge and to the south should be prioritized for protection
● The north part of the County near Stoney Creek - “gold coast” of Anne Arundel County -

there is pretty significant development pressure here and we should prioritize protection
here

● Talked about the value of powerline corridors for habitat for birds and other species
(meadow habitat)

● Cultural assets on the landscape and include those for protection status to preserve
historical elements within the county

● Flood prone properties should be included to reduce coastal impacts of disasters
● Accessibility and Equity - how accessible are all of these properties? Connections to

transit and transportation options
● Important to minimize habitat fragmentation in the future

Group B: eager for this to be online so they can zoom in
● This map appears to align with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Targeted

Ecological Areas
● Need more than just hardwood forest - important to protect diversity of habitats
● Land area around Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, land around the Dairy

Farm or north severn or the Naval Academy -- all important to direct more conservation
effort

● How does agriculture fit into this? Are we capturing large farms?

Challenges and Needs for Successful Implementation
Participants worked in two small groups to discuss the challenges to conserving land in Anne
Arundel County and what is needed to successfully implement the Green Infrastructure Plan.
Comments were noted on a Jamboard slide (attached) and a spokesperson for each group
reported out the key points from the discussion.

Questions to Focus Discussion: What are the biggest challenges to implementation? What is
needed for successful implementation? What is working well? What needs to be improved?
What innovation is needed? What do we need to stop doing?
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Report Outs on Implementation
Group A

● Challenges
○ Not enough staff for organization generating land owner interest
○ Not giving the right information to general public to generate public support
○ Money to acquire land in Anne Arundel County is very high and that is a

significant challenge
○ Public access is a challenge
○ Different partners approaching landowners and getting them confused so

coordination between land trusts
● Needs for Implementation

○ Need better storytelling about conservation and why it's important
○ On the ground outreach to land owners could be better coordinated
○ Mitigation should not necessarily just replace what was lost - if a forest is

destroyed then it should be replaced with a healthy forest

Group B
● Challenges

○ Agree with the first group
○ We need money and land is expensive
○ Models for land conservation that work in more rural parts of the State (Eastern

Shore and Western Maryland), are not as effective here. For example,
agricultural properties aren’t as large, property owners are not as willing to
discount the price of land.

● Needs for Implementation
○ Dedicated funding source - Program Open Space has been helpful, but is has its

limits and we need other sources
○ Finding ways to layer funding such as recreational funding, stormwater, and

historic preservation programs that have goals that overlap with land
conservation

○ Finding ways to take account of ecological benefits of ecosystem services and
conservation finance

○ Getting property owners to donate land and sell land - finding innovative ways to
identify people who would be willing donate land

○ Partnerships on public and private side
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Next Steps
● The County will consider the feedback of the group in revising the draft Green

Infrastructure Map and in developing the recommendations of the plan.
● The County would like to convene this group again later in the planning process to

discuss recommendations and implementation in more detail. The group agreed to meet
a second time to review plan details/recommendations more in depth.
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