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Region 1
Communities: Brooklyn Park, Linthicum Heights, 
Curtis Bay, Ferndale, BWI Airport, Harmans, and 
parts of Hanover

This northernmost region of the County is bound 
by the County boundary and the Patapsco 
Valley State Park to the north and west, MD 
100 to the south, and MD 2 and the Curtis 
Bay industrial area to the east. The region is 
characterized as an historic residential area 
that is densely developed. The residential 
areas coexist with the Baltimore/ Washington 
International Thurgood Marshall Airport and the 
supporting office, commercial, and industrial 
uses as well as a variety of transit options.

This is an area of older communities that are 
in the midst of transition. Though the region is 
experiencing seniors aging out of their homes, 
the changing demographics will impact schools 
and other community facilities. Infrastructure 
and existing commercial centers are showing 
their age as well and will need to be improved 
and redeveloped to ensure their highest and 
best use for the community. There are also 
concerns about the encroachment of commercial 
development from the airport, deforestation 
of wooded areas, and controversial land uses 
in close proximity to vulnerable populations. 
Community members in this region have 
expressed interest in continuing to protect the 
Patapsco River shoreline, providing hiking/biking 
trails, and protecting the historic residential 
district with its architectural integrity. Despite a 
variety of public transit options, there is a desire 
for better accessibility throughout the region. 
Aesthetics within the region will be important to 
draw new investment and for individuals to take 
advantage of the incentives for redevelopment.

Region 2
Communities: Jessup, Annapolis Junction, Laurel, 
Maryland City, Fort Meade, Patuxent Research 
Refuge, and parts of Hanover

Region 2 includes the west County communities 
of Jessup, Annapolis Junction, Laurel, Maryland 

City, parts of Hanover, and the Patuxent Wildlife 
Research Refuge and Fort George G. Meade. It’s 
borders are the County boundary to the west, 
MD 100 to the north, the eastern edge of the 
Patuxent Research Refuge to the south and 
east, and Fort George G. Meade and MD 713 
to the east. This region includes Fort George 
G. Meade, the largest employer in Maryland,
and like Region 1, supports various industrial,
commercial, and office uses, such as Arundel
Mills. As a result, this region is poised for
continued development and redevelopment.

As areas within this region are developing 
and redeveloping, there are concerns about 
traffic, safety, stormwater runoff, flooding, 
and preserving the community character. The 
owners of Laurel Park, a major feature in the 
community, are developing plans to redevelop 
the area into a mixed-use entertainment area 
with public transportation. The region includes 
the MARC Penn Line, which runs along the 
County boundary; however, additional public 
transportation options are needed. There is 
a need for new community amenities and 
pedestrian amenities, especially on the major 
roads in the region. The region is home to 
several environmentally sensitive areas including 
the Oxbow Preserve, the Patuxent Wildlife 
Preserve, the Patuxent River, and the Little 
Patuxent River.

Region 3
Communities: Glen Burnie, Severn, and parts of 
Millersville

Region 3 stretches from the Severn area to 
the greater Glen Burnie area. It includes the 
entire Severn Run Natural Environment Area to 
the headwaters of the Severn River. This area 
has a strong sense of community and shared 
roadways. It is largely a dense residential region, 
though there are opportunities to redevelop the 
aging commercial centers such as the Marley 
Station Mall and the Glen Burnie Town Center. 
As these areas redevelop, public transportation, 
including the Cromwell Light Rail station can 
help alleviate the traffic issues.
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There are demographic changes occurring 
where younger populations are moving into the 
region and want a diversity of housing. The area 
includes several environmental features that 
are in need of protection and rehabilitation. As 
with other regions, there is a strong need for 
adequate community facilities, including schools. 
The B & A Trail is a popular recreational amenity 
which provides pedestrian connections to other 
regions in the County.

Region 4
Communities: Pasadena, Gibson Island, Severna 
Park, Arnold, Cape St. Claire, Broadneck

Region 4 includes two of the County’s 
peninsulas - the Broadneck peninsula and the 
Lake Shore peninsula. This region includes 
distinctive village areas, a strong waterfront 
community given the Severn River, Magothy 
River and numerous streams and creeks, and 
generally similar types of housing. The primary 
boundaries of the region are the Chesapeake 
Bay, Veterans Highway, Brightview Drive/
Obrecht Road, and the southern portion of Glen 
Burnie.

As with other areas in the County, automobile 
traffic is an issue, and there are limited public 
transportation options. Traffic impacts are 
compounded by summer traffic or commuter 
traffic traversing the County and particularly 
this region. As planning for a third span 
across the Chesapeake Bay occurs, careful 
consideration will be given to how it will impact 
this region. The region is bookended by rural 
and agricultural characteristics on the Lake 
Shore and St. Margarets communities in the 
north and south, respectively. There is a strong 
sense of community within this region as well 
as community amenities such as Kinder Park, 
yet there are redevelopment opportunities at 
the aging commercial centers and needs for 
infrastructure upgrades. Given the region’s 
proximity to the water, there are historical and 
cultural resources that connect the area to its 
past.

Region 5
Communities: Odenton, Piney Orchard, 
Gambrills, Woodwardville, Two Rivers, Crofton

Region 5 includes the MD 3 corridor and the 
communities surrounding it. The region is 
bound by the County boundary to the west, 
the Patuxent Research Refuge, Fort George G. 
Meade, the Severn community to the north, 
MD 3 and the Crownsville community to the 
east, and MD 450 to the south. The region is 
mostly residential including Crofton, one of the 
County’s first planned communities, and one of 
the County’s most recent communities - Two 
Rivers. The region is also tied together by MD 
3, a heavily commercialized corridor, and the 
Odenton Town Center to the north.

A new high school was built due to the growth 
of the region. However; due to the past and 
future development; there continues to be a 
need for community facilities and amenities. 
Special consideration is also given to the 
Patuxent River and the Little Patuxent River 
which traverse the region. Walkability and 
pedestrian amenities are critical in this region in 
order to connect the residential areas to the MD 
3 commercial corridor and the Odenton Town 
Center.

Region 6
Communities: Crownsville and parts of 
Millersville

Region 6 is primarily comprised of the 
Crownsville community. It is bound by MD 3 
and I-97 to the north, the Severn River to the 
east, the Annapolis area to the south, and the 
Crofton/Gambrills area to the west. The region 
is mostly residential with a few pockets of small 
commercial properties along MD 178. In addition 
to the residential and commercial areas, the 
region features the Bacon Ridge Natural Area 
and the Crownsville State Hospital site.

Future redevelopment of the Crownsville State 
Hospital will need to take the characteristics 
of this rural, historic, and waterfront region 
into consideration. Drivers detouring from I-97 
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frequently burden the rural roads in this region 
and widening these scenic and historic roads 
may not be an option. Community members 
have expressed a strong desire to protect the 
environmental assets, such as the Severn River 
tributaries.

Region 7
Communities: Greater Annapolis, Parole, Riva, 
Annapolis Neck, Bay Ridge, and Highland Beach

Region 7 is comprised of the Annapolis Neck 
peninsula and Riva community. It is bound to the 
north generally by US 50 and the Parole Town 
Center. A majority of the region is the City of 
Annapolis, though Forest Drive connects the 
residential waterfront areas to the Parole Town 
Center.

Traffic is a major concern for many residents 
and studies are underway to find land use 
and transportation solutions. With the large 
population in the City of Annapolis and 
surrounding developed areas, there is a need for 
public transportation, not only within the region, 
but to other areas in the County and beyond. 
There is a balance of redevelopment in the 
Parole area with protecting existing communities 
on the eastern portion of the Annapolis Neck. 
Quiet Waters Park is a popular park that draws 
many residents and visitors in the region. Given 
the waterfront nature of the region, there is a 
strong need to develop strategies to adapt to 
sea level rise.

Region 8
Communities: Davidsonville, Harwood, 
Owensville, Waysons Corner, Lothian, 
Friendship, Owings, and parts of Edgewater

Region 8 is largely rural and agricultural areas 
from MD 450 and MD 214 south to the County 
boundary, east of the Patuxent River and west 
of MD 2. It does not include the Chesapeake 
Bay waterfront areas. This rural and agricultural 
region comprises numerous scenic and historic 
roads and historic communities. There are dense 
woodlands and the area has been agrarian for 

centuries. Many historic homes date from the 
Colonial era. Small commercial areas exist at the 
nodes of these rural roads, including Waysons 
Corner, South County’s major hub and eastern 
gateway, and the Davidsonville area. The 
County has long maintained this region would 
stay rural and agricultural and not develop 
significantly. However; there is a need to repair 
aging infrastructure, including roads; a need for 
community facilities; and support for farmers. 
Public transportation in County’s least dense 
area has been a challenge.

Region 9
Communities: Mayo Peninsula, Galesville, West 
River, Shady Side, Churchton, Deale, Tracy’s 
Landing, North Beach, and parts of Edgewater 
and Friendship

Like Region 8, Region 9 is predominately the 
southern portion of the County; however, this 
region is focused on the waterfront areas 
stretching from Edgewater to North Beach 
and bound by MD 2 to the west. This region is 
characterized by maritime uses, rural waterfront 
communities, and small nodes of commercial 
uses. Despite Edgewater being a commercial 
area, it does have a strong connection to the 
South River and maritime uses.

These communities share common issues with 
Region 8 in the sense that they are both rural 
in character and have a need for upgraded and 
new community facilities, but with the added 
need for public water access and adaptation to 
sea level rise. In addition, given the proximity 
to the shoreline, there is extra interest in 
protecting the environment and water quality in 
the Chesapeake Bay. The peninsulas, primarily 
the Mayo peninsula, face more transportation 
related issues due to the amount of 
development. Inland, the Edgewater community 
has redevelopment potential at aging and 
vacant commercial centers and corridors.


