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Section 1 - Background and Purpose of Report
Anne Arundel County’s Greenways Master Plan
represents the combined efforts of public and private stakeholders working toward shared goals of
responsible land management and environmental
conservation. The benefits of an established and
protected greenways network include but are not
limited to environmental protection and stewardship, an increased quality of life for residents, greater recreation options, improved aesthetic quality,
biodiversity, and reduced pollution. Conversely,
without a managed greenways network, disrupted
open and green space will likely increase as development continues, resulting in diminished habitat
quality for both humans and animals.
The County’s Greenways Master Plan, originally adopted in 2002, established the County’s greenways network and a series of goals and action items necessary to achieve those goals. It combined the efforts of State and County initiatives toward green infrastructure including Maryland’s Greenways Program, the County’s General Development Plan (GDP), Small Area Plans,
and Land Preservation, Parks, and Recreation Plan (LPPRP). Since the adoption of the Greenways Plan, the County completed additional Small Area Plans, updated the GDP and the LPPRP,
and continued to work in conjunction with the State to achieve conservation goals.
The 2010 Greenways Implementation Report summarizes progress on implementation of the
Greenways Master Plan since 2002. The purpose of the Implementation Report is to serve as a
reference for the public as well as an internal benchmark for the County and other stakeholders
involved. The Implementation Report provides an assessment of the current greenways network in terms of additional acreage protected since its creation. Additionally, the Implementation Report identifies areas or actions where future efforts toward greenways preservation and
management should be directed or changed if necessary. It also identifies opportunities for
citizen involvement with implementation of the Master Plan. The Implementation Report does
not amend the Greenways Master Plan but rather provides an informative resource for public
and private interests.
The Implementation Report is organized into six sections.
Following this introduction, Section 2 provides an overview
of the Greenways Master Plan and its role for the County,
citizens, and other stakeholders. Next, Section 3 presents a
summary of key greenway acquisitions since 2002. Section 4
summarizes the current status of the greenways network in
terms of protected versus unprotected acreage. Additional
implementation projects achieved since 2002 and including
private and public efforts are discussed in Section 5. Finally,
Section 6 outlines future actions planned for the Greenways
Program.
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Section 2 - Overview of the Greenways Master 		
Plan
The purpose of the Anne Arundel County Greenways Master Plan (the Plan) is to provide an
identification, decision making, implementation, and management tool for the County’s future greenways network. The overall goal is to create an interconnected network of greenways
that protects ecologically valuable lands for present and future generations and provides open
space, recreational, and transportation benefits and opportunities for people.
Generally, large areas of open and natural space that are protected from development compose a greenway. More specifically, the Greenways Master Plan defines a greenway as a hub or
a corridor meeting the minimum criteria for providing or connecting to existing or potential
habitat areas for wildlife that naturally occur in Anne Arundel County. The Plan describes a hub
as an area of 250 acres or more that contains biodiversity and a greater proportion of interior
space than edge space. Corridors serve as links between hubs and must terminate at a hub. In
addition, approximately 100 critical connections are identified for special consideration in planning and management of the network.
The greenways network, shown in Figure 1, was based on input from County staff, State guidelines, public input, and scientific research. The network includes 72,466 acres, which equates
to about 27% of Anne Arundel County’s total land area. The network spreads across the entire County and is not restricted to a particular area. For planning purposes, the network is divided into 42 Greenway segments, generally related to major
streams and their tributaries, in order to facilitate mapping
and analysis.
When established in 2002, the greenways network included
land that was already protected from development through
various mechanisms, as described in the following sections,
as well as land that was not protected. Just over half of the
network, or 37,245 acres, were denoted as protected in the 2002 Master Plan. Ultimately, the
County’s goal is to preserve and protect as much of the land within the greenways network as
possible.
Strategies and applicable actions highlighted by the Plan serve as the basis for the management approach of the greenways network. Four broad strategies include organization and
outreach, planning, land protection and enhancement, and financing. Key actions designed to
support the strategies include:
•

Establishing an interagency Greenways Program,

•

Creating a strong public involvement program,

•

Identifying “target areas” for protection within each greenway segment,

•

Developing more specific implementation and management plans as needed,

•

Integrating the Greenways Plan into county planning, capital programming, and development review processes, and

•

Creating dedicated greenways funding mechanisms.
Page 2

Figure 1 - Greenways Network with Segment Names
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Section 3 - Summary of Greenway Acquisitions
since 2002
Through numerous programs and partnerships, Anne Arundel County has acquired a significant amount of land acreage within the greenways network since adoption of the Master Plan.
This can be credited to dedicated efforts by the County and citizen advocates toward land preservation, as well as the current economic climate motivating land owners to take advantage of
land preservation programs. This section describes the major land acquisitions in Anne Arundel County since 2002 that contribute to the greenways network.
The term “acquisition” is used broadly here to include outright purchase of a property by a public entity (including County, State, or Federal) or a private land trust; dedication of land to the
County for parkland or other preservation
Jug Bay Wetlands
purposes; land preservation through conSanctuary
servation easements; and purchase of development rights through an agricultural
The Sanctuary consists
preservation easement. Within the greenof 1,600 acres of tidal
ways network, land preserved from future
freshwater wetlands,
development through any of the above
forests, meadows, and
mechanisms is considered “protected” for
fields along the Patuxent
purposes of greenways implementation.
River.
Parkland Acquisitions
Public parklands offer open space, green
space, active and passive recreational areas, and forest cover, potentially making them ideal for inclusion in the greenways network.
Parkland is often county-owned, however some Federal, local, and private park areas exist in
Anne Arundel County. Publically-owned parkland accounts for approximately 24,000 acres in
the greenways network.
Several new parkland acquisitions totaling nearly 1,800 acres have occurred within or partially
within the greenways network over the past several years, primarily through the use of Program
Open Space funds. Some of the major parkland acquisitions since 2002 are described below.
•

Bacon Ridge Natural Area. Preservation of the Bacon Ridge Natural Area is an important component of the South River Greenway Land Preservation Initiative, a partnership between Anne Arundel County, the South River Federation, Scenic Rivers Land
Trust, Maryland Environmental Trust, and partnering State and Federal agencies. In
recent years the County has acquired over 230 acres of land for preservation in the
Bacon Ridge area.

•

Harry and Jeanette Weinburg Park. The County acquired this site of nearly 240 acres to
develop as a regional waterfront park for primarily passive use. The site contributes
to the Fort Smallwood greenway segment in the Lake Shore area.

•

Patuxent River Jug Bay. Acquisition of several properties totaling approximately 390
acres have been made by the County along the Patuxent River in the Jug Bay area for
preservation as a natural resource area and wetlands sanctuary.
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•

Sands Road Park. This 182-acre site in the Lothian area was acquired by the County
for use as a community park serving the southern parts of the County. Although
the County plans to develop an athletic complex on the site, some portions will be
planned for passive use. The park is located in the Patuxent, North of Bayard MD 422
greenway segment.

•

Rockhold Creek Farm. Acquisition of this 400 acre site was a significant contribution toward preservation of the Deale-Shady Side greenway segment. Until recently, the site was being leased by the Soil Conservation Service for agricultural
purposes. Future uses may include forestation or continued agricultural uses.

Agricultural and Woodland Preservation Easements
In addition to parkland acquisitions, some additional property in the greenways network has
been protected through the County’s Agricultural and Woodland Preservation program. Under
this program, the County purchases the development rights from a property owner and in turn
establishes a protective easement that restricts future development and requires that the property be retained in an agricultural or forestry use. Such properties can also contribute to the
function of a greenways network by providing wildlife habitat and migratory routes. There are
over 5,100 acres of land in the greenways network, including nearly 3,400 forested acres, which
are currently held under an Agricultural and Woodland Preservation easement.
Agricultural and woodland preservation easements acquired by the County since 2002 will help
to preserve portions of several greenway segments, including the Stocketts Run-Smithsonian
segment (approximately 160 acres under easement), the Wilson-Owens segment (560 acres under easement), and the Patuxent-Jug Bay segment (approximately 320 acres under easement).
Local Land Trust Acquisitions
Local land trusts represent an important component of the public-private partnership for greenways protection and management, particularly since public funding for land acquisition and
preservation will at times be limited. There are several active land trusts and conservancies operating in Anne Arundel County, including the Maryland Environmental Trust (MET), Maryland
Historic Trust (MHT), Magothy River Land Trust (MRLT), North County Land Trust (NCLT), and the
Scenic Rivers Land Trust (SRLT).
Since 2002, land trusts have protected nearly 1,600 acres within the greenways network. This
includes over 300 acres in the Trotts Branch-Herring Bay greenway segment acquired by the
SRLT, over 540 acres acquired by MET at the former Crownsville State
Hospital site which contributes to the Bacon Ridge Branch segment,
and 580 acres acquired by SRLT and MET in the Glebe Branch-Muddy Creek segment.
To date the County has not been able to obtain complete information on all properties held by local land trusts operating in the
County. Staff will continue outreach to area land trusts with the
goal of completing and maintaining an accurate database of land
trust properties in the County.
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Summary of Greenway Acquisitions
The table below summarizes County parkland, land trust, and agricultural easement acquisitions since 2002 that contribute to preservation of the greenway network. It is noted that some
of these property acquisitions are only partially within the greenway network. The remaining
portions of these properties may be added to the adopted greenway network at a future time.
Table 1 - Summary of Greenway Acquisitions (2002-2009)
Greenway
Segment

Arnold
Bacon Ridge Branch
Bell Branch Tarnans Branch
Deale - Shady Side
Fort Smallwood
Glebe Branch Muddy Creek
Kings Branch - Flat
Creek
Little Patuxent Crofton
North River
Patuxent - Jug Bay
Patuxent - North of
Bayard Road
Patuxent Wildlife
Refuge
Stocketts RunSmithsonian
Trotts Branch Herring Bay
Wilson - Owens
TOTAL

County Park
Acquisitions
(acres)

Land Trust
Acquisitions
(acres)

Agricultural
Easement
Acquisitions
(acres)
--37

Total Acquisitions
(acres)

-232
--

1
546
--

1
778
37

400
237
--

--579

----

400
237
579

--

57

--

57

83

--

--

83

-389
272

16
17
--

-322
--

16
728
272

104

--

--

104

--

8

158

166

--

313

--

313

-1,717

-1,537

561
1,078

561
4,332

Notes: (1) Some acquisitions are not located entirely within the greenway network. (2) Land trust data does not
include all land trust holdings in the County.
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Section 4 - Status of Greenway Network
A detailed parcel analysis was conducted to provide the current status of the greenways network in terms of the amount of land that has been protected, as of December 2009. The results
are shown in Table 2 and Figure 2. Protected acreage was updated to include:
•

Acquired Parkland,

•

Land rezoned to Open Space or from Open Space to another zoning category,

•

Land preserved through a County or State Agricultural Easement,

•

Land subject to a land trust easement for conservation purposes, and

•

Floodplain, forest conservation, natural conservation, and open space easements
identified on subdivision plats and commercial site plans approved through December 2009.

Through this analysis, two additional considerations were noted. First, areas of potential extension of the greenways network were identified for future consideration of protection. This information does not affect the current status of the greenways network but will be useful in evaluating land that may be acquired for land preservation or if the greenways network expands.
Second, a marginal portion of acreage within the network included land with buildings or another form of development. This was expected based on the original methodology used to create the greenways network (see page 28 of the Greenways Master Plan for further information).
The detailed parcel analysis indicated approximately 1,200 acres within the greenways network
that are developed, and most of this was developed prior to adoption of the 2002 Master Plan.
Some of these areas could potentially be retrofitted to provide valuable habitat in the future.
Any future alterations to the greenways network may include rerouting the boundaries around
developed areas if possible.
The parcel analysis resulted in an updated list of acres protected and unprotected within the
greenways network by segment, as displayed in the following table. The network is divided by
the same 42 greenway segments as those in the Master Plan. Of the 72,466 acres within the greenways network, 45,224 acres are protected. Proportionally, 62% of the network is protected,
leaving only 38%, or 27,242 acres, as unprotected. This is compared to 51% protected and 49%
unprotected in 2002.
It is noted that all protected areas, such as conservation easements that cover only portions of a
land parcel, are not available to the County in a digital format that can easily be mapped at this
time. Therefore, the protected areas shown in Figure 2 will not exactly reflect the more accurate
acreage numbers in Table 2.
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Table 2 - Protected Acreage of Greenway Segments (as of December 2009)
Segment Name
Annapolis
Greenway
Arnold
Bacon Ridge Branch
Bell Branch -Tarnans
Branch
Broad Creek
Cabin Branch Creek
Dairy Farm
Davidsonville
Branch
Deale Shadyside
Downs Park
Fort Smallwood
Glebe Branch Muddy Creek
Harwood
Kings Branch - Flat
Creek
Lake Shore - Bodkin
Park
Little Patuxent Crofton
Lyon’s Creek
Magothy - Main
Creek
Magothy River Kinder Park
Magothy River Stoney Creek
Marley Creek
Marley Creek
Corridor
North River
Patapsco Valley 1
Patapsco Valley 2
Patuxent
Patuxent Jug Bay

Total Acres Acres Protected Acres Unprotected Percent
Unprotected
736
340
396
54%
1,076
2,683
1,014

337
1,339
586

739
1,344
428

69%
50%
42%

1,256
521
1,533
1,012

804
345
1,055
385

452
176
478
627

36%
34%
31%
62%

2,593
688
395
2,061

1,569
281
330
1,350

1,024
407
65
711

39%
59%
16%
35%

1,086
1,734

539
685

547
1,049

50%
60%

523

256

267

51%

1,393

1,147

246

18%

818
2,146

545
1,279

273
867

33%
40%

456

426

30

7%

239

77

162

68%

3,358
458

868
180

2,490
278

74%
61%

1,432
658
1,004
2,191
2,647

585
617
582
1,116
2,459

847
41
422
1,075
188

59%
6%
42%
49%
7%
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Segment Name
Patuxent Route 50
Patuxent Wildlife
Refuge
Patuxent, N of
Bayard MD 422
Piney Run
Piney Run to Stoney
Run
Rock Branch, Tracy’s
Creek
Sandy Point
Sawmill Creek
Severn River Epping
Forest
Severn Run
Severn Run 2
Stockett’s Run,
Smithsonian
Stoney Run
Trotts Branch,
Herring Bay
Wilson Owens
TOTAL

Total Acres Acres Protected Acres Unprotected Percent
Unprotected
2,670
1,970
700
26%
13,502
10,756
2,746
20%
1,357

753

604

44%

817
209

308
118

509
91

62%
44%

1,995

1,030

965

48%

1,796
421
2,414

1,315
326
1,112

481
95
1,302

27%
23%
54%

2,428
1,021
3,603

1,784
752
2,824

644
269
779

27%
26%
22%

500
2,826

342
1,088

158
1,738

31%
62%

1,196
72,466

664
45,224

532
27,242

45%
38%
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Figure 2 - Protected and Unprotected Greenways Network

Pa
ta

ps

co

Ri
ve
r

Ma
go

thy

Se
ve

rn
Ri
ve

Riv

er

r

nt Riv

BAY

Patuxe

SAP

Ri
ve
r

CH
E

uth

EA
KE

er
So

Rhode
River
er
Riv

He
rr

ing

B ay

st
We

Legend
Greenways Network
Protected Greenways
County Trails (Existing and Proposed
Major Roads

®

0

2

4

8
Miles

Page 10

Greenways Master Plan
Implementation Report
October 2010

Section 5 - Status of Implementation Strategies
The 2002 Greenways Master Plan outlined four key strategies for implementing the proposed
greenway network. Each strategy involves a number of activities that collectively form a comprehensive greenways program. This program envisions a strong public/private partnership
that will take advantage of a wide variety of implementation strategies.
Activities that have been undertaken or completed since adoption of the 2002 Master Plan
are discussed below.
Strategy 1: Organization and Outreach
Action 1.1 Establish a Greenways Program
The Department of Recreation and Parks partnered with the Office
of Planning and Zoning, Long Range Planning Division to establish a
Greenways Implementation Team. This team meets regularly and is
responsible for overseeing implementation of the Greenways Master
Plan, including data management, public outreach, planning activities, and other activities outlined in the master plan. The team will
also track progress and produce regular implementation reports for
the public and other greenways partners.
Action 1.2 Public Involvement
The greenways program relies on strong public involvement from land trusts, conservation and
other advocacy organizations, and citizens. Public outreach serves not only to educate the
public but also to engage citizens in conservation efforts. Public outreach events are an opportunity to promote and support the greenways network as a component of environmental
preservation. In addition, public input is an important element in the planning and management of the greenways network.
The County sponsored or participated in several public outreach and education activities in
recent years. Past and continuing events relevant to the greenways network include:
•

Land, Water, People Conference (2009): This full day conference, sponsored by Biophilia
Foundation, Scenic Rivers Land Trust, South River Federation, Environmental Finance
Center, University of Maryland, and Anne Arundel County, provided an overview of
the strategic approach, rationale, and accomplishments of the South River Greenway
effort, as well as the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead. Speakers discussed
the significance of the South River Greenway as habitat for a host of bird species and
the County’s land preservation initiative in the South River Greenway.

•

BioBlitz (Bacon Ridge Natural Area, 2009 & Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary, 2007,  2009):
Scientists and volunteers were given a 24-hour period to spot, trap, net or identify by
sound as many species of flora and fauna as possible within a given area. Participants
from the Anne Arundel County Department of Recreation & Parks, Scenic Rivers Land
Trust, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, South River Federation, Smithsonian Institution,
Maryland Department of Natural Resources, National Audubon Society, Maryland
Native Plant Society and area universities accepted the challenge.
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•

Walk for the Woods: Since 2006, Scenic Rivers Land Trust has organized the “Walk for
the Woods” on the old Crownsville Hospital property in the South River Greenway.
Bird watchers, avid trail hikers, and families enjoy the day with guided hikes and selfguided discovery walks on the nature trails. In recent years the County has co-sponsored this event with the SRLT.

•

Invasive Plant Control (Bacon Ridge Natural Area, 2009): The County, Maryland DNR, US
Fish & Wildlife Service, SRLT, South River Federation, Ft. Meade, Maryland Native Plant
Society and the Mid-Atlantic Off Road Enthusiasts coordinated several efforts to remove non-native invasive plants from the South River Greenway. The US Fish and
Wildlife Service provided $5,000 for this project over a 3 year period. Using organized
volunteer groups, these efforts will continue in the future to restore a central part of
the greenway forests by removal of the invasive plants.

•

Patuxent Sojourn:  The Annual Patuxent River Sojourn each year explores a section of
the river during a multi-day paddling and camping journey. The Patuxent Sojourn
aims to elevate awareness of the Patuxent River’s importance to the region and to
encourage local residents to play an active role in its restoration and preservation.
Anne Arundel, Prince George’s, Calvert, Charles, and Saint Mary’s counties, along with
Maryland DNR, Friends of Jug Bay, Patuxent Riverkeeper, Alliance for the Chesapeake
Bay, Sierra Club, and other groups coordinate this event.

•

Cartop Boat Launch (2008): In order to provide citizens greater access to Anne Arundel County waterways, the Department of Recreation and Parks produced a Car Top
Boat Launch Site Guide identifying areas throughout the county for canoe and kayak
launchings. The guide includes a county map identifying each car top boat launch
site as well as nearby fishing spots and points of interest. Upon the completion of
three future sites, citizens will have access to every major waterway in the county.
To further enhance enjoyment of local waterways, Anne Arundel County partnered
with the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission in Prince George’s
County to complete the Patuxent Water Trail. Shown on the new site guide, this trail
starts just below US Route 50 and travels south past the Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary
in Lothian and beyond.

•

Open Days at Hammond’s Connection (2010): This new initiative will be held on the
third Sunday of the month from 1:00–4:00 p.m. It provides families and individuals
an opportunity to reconnect with the land through a variety of activities and events
designed to highlight the rural and agricultural nature of the Dairy Farm. Exhibits
and information will be available about plans for the
new 176-acre county park, known as Hammond’s Connection at the Dairy Farm, which is currently in the design phase. Each month special activities are planned
around specific themes.

Action 1.3 Greenways Advocacy Committees
Rather than establishing a new countywide advocacy group, the County has found it beneficial
to form partnerships with existing and/or newly formed advocacy groups and land trusts that
have focused missions and conservation programs already in place. This has allowed for more
efficient use of limited County staff resources and promotes greater sharing and coordination
of information among the various advocacy groups active in the County.
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The following is a list of ongoing committees and advocacy groups that the County is engaged
with and whose missions contribute to implementation of the County’s greenways program.
•

South River Greenway Steering Committee. The South River Greenway steering committee meets twice a year in order to bring together the diverse partners of the Greenway project, who are involved with one or more of the following project areas:
land protection, habitat assessment, habitat restoration, and public access in the entire headwaters region. The goal of the meetings is to keep all partners updated on
progress as well as brainstorm longer term strategies for this comprehensive project.
This committee began meeting in 2008.

•

Dairy Farm Advisory Committee. This Committee was established in 2008 to work with
the County and its consultants to develop a proposed master plan for a portion of the
Dairy Farm. The Dairy Farm Advisory Committee consisted of citizens from communities surrounding the Dairy Farm and representatives from agricultural, gardening,
historic preservation, and environmental organizations.

•

Bacon Ridge Natural Area Stewardship Committee. Beginning in 2010, the Bacon Ridge
Natural Area Stewardship Committee will provide recommendations to the Department of Recreation and Parks and offer direction for the implementation of the Bacon
Ridge Natural Area conservation easement. The conservation easement prescribes
guidelines to preserve the scenic, rural and natural character of the property and allow public access and passive recreation.

•

Bog Committee. Anne Arundel County has fifteen recognized bogs of high ecological
value. Most of the bogs are contained within the greenways network, and they are
considered a critical component of the network. The Bog Committee works toward
preservation, protection, and recognition of existing and yet unknown bogs. The Department of Recreation and Parks joined the Bog Committee in 2009. The Magothy
River Land Trust has engaged the Department to acquire additional bog property.

•

Coalition of Anne Arundel Land Trusts. In joining the Coalition of Anne Arundel Land
Trusts in 2009, the Department of Recreation and Parks is building a stronger relationship with this network of organizations that express like-minded goals toward
preservation and protection, particularly within the greenways. Local land trusts are
experienced in negotiations with land owners, advising them on the benefits of land
conservation. These partnerships have preserved critical bog and forested lands in
the County. Local land trusts are an invaluable resource to implementation of the
Greenways Master Plan.

•

Audubon MD-DC. The Audubon Society MD-DC Chapter, in cooperation with Bird Life
International, operates an Important Bird Area Program in Maryland and the District
of Columbia. Important Bird Areas (IBAs) are sites that support significant populations of birds that are considered vulnerable. The overall goal of the IBA Program is
to ensure the continued viability of the habitats and their bird populations. The program focuses on three action steps: identification of essential areas for birds; monitoring those sites for changes; and conserving the areas for long-term protection of
bird populations. Of the 33 IBA sites identified in Maryland-DC, four sites are located
in Anne Arundel County: Jug Bay, Fort Smallwood, the Patuxent Wildlife Refuge, and
the South River Greenway. Fort Smallwood in particular is considered to be one of
the most important IBA sites in central Maryland. The County hopes to participate
with Audubon MD-DC in future outreach and planning efforts.
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Strategy 2: Detailed Planning
Action 2.1 Develop implementation and management plans
Improved data management systems: Since 2002, the County has acquired and developed better
planning tools, including a countywide digital parcel layer and improved mapping capabilities,
which allowed the Greenways Implementation Team to complete a more detailed analysis of
properties in the greenways network and their protection status. The team is in the process of
establishing a more comprehensive data management framework for the greenways network
that will include tracking the status of public land and parkland acquisitions, land trust properties, developed properties, forest conservation easements, and other features as needed.
Hammond’s Connection at the Dairy Farm Master Plan: The County has entered into a 30-year
renewable lease to operate the 857-acre site of the former U.S. Naval Academy Dairy Farm. A
Master Plan was completed in 2009 which centers on the County’s vision for good stewardship
of the property. Three main objectives of the Master Plan are to preserve the property in its
agricultural and rural nature, to provide the public opportunities to reconnect with the land,
and to manage a sustainable crop and livestock farming operation. Hammonds Connection is
a 176-acre park within the Dairy Farm site which will feature themed display gardens, public
amenities, and habitat restoration projects.
Fort Smallwood Park/Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Park Master Plan: Fort Smallwood–Weinberg
Park is a major feature in the Fort Smallwood greenway. In 2005, the County entered into a
30-year renewable license agreement with the City of Baltimore to operate, maintain and redevelop Fort Smallwood, a 90-acre waterfront park that was formerly one of several sea coast
defenses constructed in the late 1880’s. The County also acquired 235 acres of land from Harry
and Jeanette Weinberg to expand the original 90-acre park. Beginning in 2007, the Department of Recreation and Parks worked with a master plan committee comprised of representatives from community associations, civic groups and other organizations to produce a master
plan to guide long term use and development of the park. The Hawthorne Battery and the Fort
Smallwood Barracks which date back to the late 1800’s are major features within the park and
will be preserved and utilized for park purposes. In addition to the historic features, there is
a 380-foot fishing pier, a playground, a large picnic pavilion and walking trails. Future master
plan improvements include a two-lane boat launch, a visitor’s center, a nature center, canoe/
kayak launch areas, and expanded trails. The design phase of the park development is scheduled to begin in 2011.
Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary Management Plan: The County’s purchase of the Riggleman Property in 2004 added over 300 acres to the Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary. The Sanctuary now
comprises over 1,300 acres and is managed by the County Department of Recreation and Parks
with a mission of preserving critical wetland and upland habitats along the Patuxent River and
protecting wildlife populations. It is one of the most ecologically significant hubs within the
County’s greenway network. In 2005, the County prepared and adopted a Management Plan
for the expanded Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary, including the Riggleman Preserve, which outlines land use practices, visitor management and wildlife management policies and practices,
and infrastructure needs.
The Sanctuary is also an important component of the Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in Maryland (CBNERR-MD), a cooperative program between the County, MD
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration that was established to protect estuarine reserve resources, conduct research, and
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provide public education. The boundary of the CBNERR-MD was expanded in 2006 to include
an additional 890 acres of the Sanctuary, so that a total of 1,062 acres of Sanctuary land is now
incorporated into the Research Reserve. The MD DNR completed an updated Management
Plan for the CBNERR-MD in 2008 that identifies buffer areas around the Reserve that should be
targeted for long term protection.
Action 2.2 Initiate action on high priority greenways
Actions taken relevant to the priority greenway segments identified in the 2002 Master Plan
have been discussed in the previous sections, and are summarized below.
Table 3 - Priority Greenways (2002 Master Plan)
Segment
Deale Shadyside, Wilson Owens

Lake Shore-Bodkin Park, Downs Park

Marley Creek

Bacon Ridge Branch

Sawmill Creek
Severn Run 2

Status
Protected areas in the Deale Shadyside segment
have increased to nearly 1,570 acres due largely to
the County acquisition of the 400-acre Rockhold
Creek Farm.
No County acquisitions, but more detailed parcel
analysis indicated an increase in protected area
(floodplain, open space, wetlands) from 151 to 256
acres.
No County acquisitions, but more detailed parcel
analysis indicated an increase in protected area from
469 to 868 acres, due to presence of MET and other
conservation easements.
778 acres were acquired for preservation, increasing
the protected area in this segment to 1,339 acres.
Established Bacon Ridge Natural Area Stewardship
Committee.
No actions specific to this segment.
No actions specific to this segment.

Efforts will continue to protect additional acreage in these six greenway segments and to develop or complete management plans as needed. In addition, seven new greenway segments
are listed below which warrant a specific focus toward preservation. These were identified in
part through work efforts on the 2006 Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan (LPPRP) as
well as the 2009 General Development Plan (GDP). The GDP includes a Water Resources Plan
that identifies priority subwatersheds for preservation, and also establishes a Priority Preservation Area for agricultural preservation. Protecting greenways in these designated areas and
watersheds will therefore serve multiple goals. However, all opportunities for preservation of
greenways properties will be pursued, regardless of whether the properties are located in a
priority segment or not.
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Table 4 - New Priority Greenways 2010-2020
Segment
Patuxent, N of Bayard MD 422

Harwood

Trotts Branch - Herring Bay

Piney Run

Magothy - Main Creek

Patuxent

North River

Comments
Long vertical segment that has large areas of
unprotected greenways. Land in greenway mostly
undeveloped. In Agricultural Priority Preservation
Area.
Horizontal segment that helps to connect east
and west segments across the county. Portion
of segment in high priority subwatershed for
preservation. In Agricultural Priority Preservation
Area.
Large area in high priority subwatershed for
preservation. Small portion currently protected.
Mostly undeveloped.
Large area in high priority subwatershed for
preservation. Small portion currently protected.
May be developed in areas.
Considered an area of special attention in the LPPRP.
Near ecologically sensitive bogs. Large area in
high priority subwatershed for preservation. Small
portion currently protected. May be developed in
areas.
Considered an area of special attention in the LPPRP.
About half of segment currently protected. May be
developed in areas. Includes critical connection.
Part of South River Greenway. In high priority
subwatershed for preservation. Less than half of
segment is protected.

Action 2.3 Amend the Master Plan based on new planning and research
The 2002 Master Plan provides a solid planning framework for both short and long term implementation of a greenways network, and serves as a useful tool in tracking progress and activities. No amendments to the Master Plan are needed at the present time. Many of the Plan
recommendations are ongoing multiyear efforts that will continue over the long term. The
Greenways Implementation Team will continue to monitor the status of properties in the network and to initiate new actions as recommended. Through publication of periodic implementation reports, individual actions needed over the short term can be identified and prioritized.
Strategy 3: Land Protection and Enhancement
Action 3.1 Prioritize greenway “target areas” for protection
Per the Greenways Master Plan, land parcels that are identified through management plans,
parcels that are under imminent threat of development, or parcels that form critical connections in the greenways network should be targeted for protection.
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Since 2002, targeted areas have included properties in the Bacon Ridge Branch, Deale Shadyside, Fort Smallwood, Patuxent Jug Bay, Patuxent North of Bayard Road, and Patuxent Wildlife
Refuge greenway segments. These targeted areas were based on the priority segments identified in the 2002 Master Plan, as well as priorities identified in other plans such as the Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan and
Fort Smallwood Park
various Small Area Plans.
Currently, targeted areas for future acquisitions include additional properties within the South River Greenway (Bacon Ridge
Branch and North River), the Marley Creek
Greenway, and the Magothy River Greenway. With funding allocated in the Fiscal
Year 2011 Capital Program, the Department of Recreation and Parks is pursuing
acquisition of the following properties in
the greenways network as well as woodland buffers along the tributaries:

The 380-foot Bill
Burton Fishing Pier
at Fort Smallwood
Park enhances the
park experience for
fishermen, birdwatchers,
and admirers of local
scenery.

•

South River Greenway – Page Property

•

South River Greenway – Polyansky Property

•

South River Greenway Other Properties – Pending Willing Sellers

•

Marley Creek Greenway – Cieplak Property

•

Magothy River – Spriggs Property

•

Magothy Greenway – Bog Properties

To ensure that a definitive strategy is followed for the permanent protection of greenways properties, the County has established criteria for prioritizing land acquisitions within the greenway
network. These criteria include: 1) ecological sensitivity; 2) passive or active recreational benefit; 3) connectivity to protected greenways or other conservation lands; 4) compliance with the
Greenways Master Plan or Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan; 5) size of the property;
6) community interest; 7) purchase price; and 8) other subjective benefits.
Action 3.2 Integrate the greenways network into County planning programs and procedures
Integration in MapOptix: The County maintains an internal web-based mapping tool, MapOptix, which is used by all County agencies for a wide range of planning analysis. The tool allows
the user to access and conduct analysis with multiple data layers including a parcel database,
land use, zoning, land cover, and many other datasets. After adoption of the Master Plan, the
greenways network was also linked to the MapOptix tool, allowing planners to better track development applications, acquisitions, zoning changes, and other activity occurring within the
greenways.
Integration with General Development Plan (GDP) and Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation
Plan (LPPRP): Recommendations for implementing the greenways network have been included
in both the 2006 Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan and the 2009 General Development Plan.
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Development Plan Review Process: All subdivision and site development plans, as well as commercial development plans, must undergo an interagency review as part of the development
plan approval process. The greenways network is taken into consideration in this process when
development proposals include properties located in the network. In those cases, County staff
advises the developer and works with them to achieve a site layout that will minimize impact
on the greenways. While location of a property within the greenway network does not negate
the owner’s right to develop the property, the County can encourage and promote the most
environmentally sensitive site design feasible for properties within the greenway. The development review process enables the County to track potential changes to the greenways and to
educate the public on ways to mitigate impacts to the greenways network.
Capital Improvement Program: Funding for the greenways network is identified in the annual
Capital Budget and Program. Since Fiscal Year 2002, over $30 million has been authorized to
preserve land in the greenways network and along the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. Individual capital projects that have been funded in the Capital Budget during this period include:
Greenways, Magothy Greenway, Jug Bay Expansion, White Pond Park, Patuxent Greenway, Jug
Bay, Nature Preserve at Waysons, Jug Bay – Dorr, South River Greenway – Boehm, South River
Greenway – Poole, South River Greenway – Multiple Properties, South River Greenway – Piera,
and Jug Bay – Shepherd. Over $7.1 million is authorized in the current Fiscal Year 2011 Capital
Budget.
Action 3.3 Amend County codes and manuals to emphasize greenways protection
Section §18-2-103 of the Zoning Code was revised to include the Greenways Master Plan in the
list of planning documents that shall be used as a guide in the future development of land in
the County.
Other recent revisions to the Code will facilitate increased preservation of land in the greenways and elsewhere. These include:
•

increased stream buffers (100 feet),

•

more definitive floodplain delineation procedures,

•

provisions that encourage clustering of lots and elimination of minimum lot size,
which will allow for larger tracts of open space to be preserved.

Action 3.4 Use existing state and local programs to promote land preservation
The County has maintained ongoing certifications in all the State programs for land preservation, including the Rural Legacy program, the Heritage Areas program, and the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF). Local preservation programs established and
administered by the County include the Agricultural and Woodland Preservation Program and
the Forest Conservation Program.
These programs are administered by either the Office of Planning and Zoning or the Department of Recreation and Parks. The agencies coordinate regularly to discuss specific actions
planned under each of these programs to ensure that countywide preservation goals are being
addressed as well as the goals of each individual program.
One area that needs improvement is the application of the Forest Conservation Program in a
manner that will result in preservation of larger contiguous areas of forest land as opposed to
smaller fragmented areas. The Office of Planning and Zoning should assess whether changes
could be made to the program regulations to accomplish this. In addition, maintaining a current database of easements has been difficult in past years since conservation easements apPage 18

proved under this program were not always surveyed and provided in a digital format. Pending
adoption of legislation introduced in 2010, all recorded forest conservation easements will in
the future require a surveyed plat in digital format. This will facilitate tracking and management
of this data and will assist planners in identifying areas that should be targeted for preservation.
Action 3.5 Encourage landowners to participate through new tax incentives
The County has developed a proactive partnership with several environmental advocacy
groups and local land trusts, particularly through the Coalition of Anne Arundel Land Trusts.
In many circumstances, these groups have made contact with property owners and promoted
the benefits of land preservation as well as the property tax incentives for conservation easements. Many owners have become willing sellers or easement donors through these successful
partnerships. The County will continue to build on these relationships and to coordinate public
outreach efforts so that local land owners are educated as to the benefits of land preservation.
Additionally, conservation is promoted during the development review process. Developers
of properties that are exempt from the Forest Conservation regulations are nevertheless encouraged to establish forest conservation easements where possible, particularly on properties
within the greenways network, as this can result in a property tax reduction.
Action 3.6 Provide user-friendly information for the public
Two web pages have been added to the County’s web site to provide information useful to
members of the public interested in the greenways program. The first is a web page devoted
to the South River Greenway (www.aacounty.org/RecParks/parks/southriver/index.cfm) that
includes a fact sheet, list of upcoming events, information on the stewardship committee, and
other items of interest.
The second source is a web page listing the land trusts and environmental advocacy groups
that are active in the County (www.aacounty.org/RecParks/groups.cfm). This page includes direct links to each agency’s web site.
The Department of Recreation and Parks web page includes links to many other relevant web
sites such as the Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary (www.jugbay.org). It also includes recent Master
Plans prepared for some County parks such as the Fort Smallwood and Weinberg Park Master
Plan and the Hammond’s Connection at the Dairy Farm Master Plan.
The County will continue to enhance its web site by adding information relevant to greenways activities. Plans include development of a web page dedicated to the greenways program as well as a public information brochure with information about land preservation programs, tax incentives, and other items to help citizens get involved in greenways preservation.
Strategy 4: Financing the Greenway Network
Action 4.1 Create a County Greenways Fund
As mentioned above, over $30 million has been authorized in the Capital Budget for preservation of greenway properties since 2002. With these funds, approximately 1,720 acres were
protected through fee simple land acquisition.
In Fiscal Year 2011, the Department of Recreation and Parks identified additional funding sources to finance land preservation within the greenways network, including the Forest Conservation Fee in Lieu Fund and the Open Space Fee in Lieu Fund. These fund sources combined with
State and Federal grants provided a total of $7.1 million in Fiscal Year 2011. The authorized
funds were consolidated into one Capital Project under the project title Greenways, Parkland
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and Open Space ($6,120,000 authorized), with the exception of the South River Greenway capital project which has $1,076,000 in authorized funds. This level of funding clearly demonstrates
the County’s commitment to greenway preservation.
Action 4.2 Create an Advanced Land Protection Revolving Fund
The County’s Capital Budget and Program includes an Advance Land Acquisition Capital Project. While not specifically dedicated to greenways acquisitions, the funds in this project are
used to provide a revolving fund for land acquisition for capital projects planned within the
next five years. Generally between $80,000 and $100,000 per year are allocated to this budget
line item. The funds are used to cover up front costs such as appraisals, environmental assessments, and engineering studies. The County will continue to allocate funds to the Greenways
Capital Project for major land acquisitions in the greenways network.
Action 4.3 Maximize use of related federal, state and local funding programs
The following fund sources have been and will continue to be utilized to acquire properties in
the greenways network:
•

State Program Open Space Local Share

•

State Program Open Space State Share

•

Federal Land and Water Conservation Funds

•

Federal Coastal Estuarine Land Conservation Program

•

County Forest Conservation Fee in Lieu Funds

•

County Open Space Fee in Lieu Funds

•

County General Obligation Bonds

•

County Pay as You Go (PAYGO) Funds
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Section 6 - Future Actions
In addition to implementation actions currently ongoing, as described in the previous sections,
the following actions are planned for completion over the next five years.
Table 5 - Implementation Actions 2010-2015
Organization and Outreach
Action 1: Establish a process for regular coordination with local land trusts and conservation
groups for outreach as well as data sharing.
Action 2: Prepare regular Implementation Reports on the Greenways Program.
Action 3: Create a County web page dedicated to the Greenways Program with regular
updates.
Action 4: Prepare an outreach brochure to inform citizens of how they can participate in the
Greenways Program.
Detailed Planning
Action 5: Establish a method for improved tracking and mapping of forest conservation
easements.
Action 6: Complete a database and digital layer of land trust properties and maintain
regularly.
Action 7: Maintain an ongoing database with the current status of properties in the
greenways network.
Action 8: Develop a management plan for the Bacon Ridge Natural Area.
Action 9: Develop a management plan for the Rockhold Creek Farm site.
Land Protection and Enhancement
Action 10: Evaluate possible revisions to the Forest Conservation regulations that would
result in enhanced protection of forested areas within the greenways network.
Financing the Greenway Network
Action 11: Allocate funds annually to the Greenways, Parkland and Open Space Project in
the Capital Budget and Program for acquisition of greenways properties.
Action 12: Work with private and non-profit organizations to identify and pursue new
funding sources for greenways preservation.
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