
This space is dedicated to my support of OPZ priorities and
the great work of our staff. For this edition, I'm taking a
different tack and sharing feedback emailed from the people
making Anne Arundel County The Best Place - For All: our
residents. 

For Diane Windell, Residential Team:
"I wanted to let you know that your able assistance was
recognized, greatly appreciated, and was significant enough to
warrant bringing it to  our attention."

For Michael Day, Critical Area Team: 
"[He] appreciated Michael's knowledge of climate change and
environmental issues that may impact the property today and
in the future. He said that he doesn't usually get this kind of
service from other jurisdictions and that he was very pleased
with his interactions with both of our departments.”

For Kehyannah Hayley, Critical Area Team: 
“I was able to use the information you provided and submit a
revised plan… Now the plan is on the way to being approved.”

And the list goes on! At OPZ, we strive to make an impact on
land use and the people who use the land; and, we do this
while managing unplanned obstacles at each step. Thank you
for keeping our residents front of mind every day. 
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Lorenzo Mastino collects public input on what 
"A better Anne Arundel Means" to them. See page 2 for story.
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What is one thing you have at work and at home that will always stay
there? The address! 

Like many things at the Office of Planning and Zoning, there’s a
process for that. OPZ’s venerable staff writer (yours truly) sat down
with Olivia Williamson to learn more about how OPZ addresses these
situations. 

“Anything being built gets an address to it,” says Olivia. “This is
important for deliveries, emergencies, and permitting purposes.”
Olivia is a Planning Technician II on the Research and GIS Team. Her
responsibility is to manage intake for creating addresses for builders
and residents in the County. This requires confirming the location, as
well as ensuring that the number address is commensurate with the
community. 

The Long Range Planning Team participated in the National
Night Out event at Earleigh Heights Volunteer Fire Station on
August 2, 2022. The team collected valuable public input for
the Region Plan Process. 

The community event was an opportunity to connect with
residents and learn more about local changes they wish to
see. Attendees included one of our growing demographics:
families, specifically children. Feedback collected from
children indicated a deep interest in playing outside and going
swimming. More green spaces and cleaner water? Duly
noted! You can learn more about Region Planning at the
project hub site.

Have your tax account number ready.
Be prepared to provide directions on where the property will be located. 

She can also help customers rename their road when the right conditions apply, as long as that name is not
already taken in the County. “Let's just say there is a very happy James Bond fan in the County, even though
we could not number his house 007." 

These are helpful tips for working with Olivia and her team on an address: 

The process takes three to five business days max for turnaround and voila - your address will be addressed. 

Research & GIS Team Address Situations

Long Range Planning Community Connection

Olivia, admiring her work.

Left to Right: Jessica Levy, Eric Ketterling, 
Spencer Shanholtz, Lorenzo Mastino
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https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/long-range-planning/region-plans/
https://region-plan-hub-annearundelmd.hub.arcgis.com/


From horse racing to jousting (the official state sport),the equine industry has a celebrated
history in Maryland. As  reported by the American Horse Council in their 2018 Economic
Impact Study, Maryland has 10.5 horses per square mile, more than any other state in the
nation. Throughout Anne Arundel County, there are scores of horse farms, barns, and the like.
What are the requirements for keeping horses on a property?

Per County code, horses are allowed to be kept on a lot of 40,000 square feet or greater
in a residential district at the rate of two horses or four ponies. For perspective, 40,000
square feet is the equivalent of .69 football fields. This is a visual from our dedicated
(amateur) graphic designer: 
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Zoning: Field of (horse) Dreams

Complete the Request for Investigation form, linked here. 
Send an email to the Zoning Enforcement division at
zoningcomplaints@aacounty.org. Please note that email addresses are subject to
public information.

What do you do if it looks like there are one too many thoroughbreds in your neighbor's
backyard/football field? Contact Zoning Enforcement. There are two ways to report a
suspected violation: 

If you have questions about your reported violation, please call 410-222-7446. 

Our Zoning Enforcement Team is a dedicated and busy group that continues to grow, in
order to meet requests for investigation (we are hiring now, in fact!). 

OR

OPZ NEWSLETTER

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/index.php/news-events/news/1460-maryland-horse-industry-adds-1-3-billion-to-maryland-s-economy#:~:text=With%20more%20than%20101%2C000%20horses,competition%20sectors%20have%20significant%20impact.
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/zoning-enforcement/forms-and-publications/opz-complaint-form.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/zoning-enforcement/forms-and-publications/opz-complaint-form.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/zoning-enforcement/forms-and-publications/opz-complaint-form.pdf
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/zoning-code-violations
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/zoning-code-violations
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/personnel/employment-information/job-announcements/


Meet OPZ's Promoted Staff
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Darian Beverungen was promoted from a
Planner II to a Senior Planner on the Cultural
Resources team. Darian has been integral to
strengthening project tracking and historic site
analysis for the County. A staff member since
2007, we are excited for her opportunity to
grow with OPZ. Well done, Darian!

She did it again: Jessica Levy was promoted
from a Planner I to a Planner II on the Long
Range Planning team. From learning and
implementing a project management tool called
Smartsheet (ask her about it!) to her detailed
analytical skills, we are proud to support Jessie
in her professional journey. Congratulations
AGAIN! 

Darian Beverungen, Senior Planner Jessica Levy, Planner II

OPZ’s Cultural Resources Team conducted a site visit at the former Edgewater Police Department, where they
discovered interrogation rooms and holding cells (top right) ready for the next criminal (or Planner II). The station
was built in 1949, centralizing operations that pulled personnel from Eastport and Galesville, as well as building on
expertise from officers who had seen military service in World War II. 
 

The station was built in a Neo-Georgian classic style and is a unique part of the County’s history. Although this
property was not listed on the County Inventory, the Cultural Resources team was happy to record the fine
details for archiving purposes. Police operations have evolved greatly and police services have been reallocated
throughout the County. The property will be redesigned for a car wash serving the local community.

Edgewater Police Department: The Pros and Cons

Holding cells that originate from 1949Stacy Poulos, Planner II



Meet OPZ's New Staff
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DeAndrae Spradley, Planner II Jeltsein Ventura, Secretary III

Spencer Shanholtz, Planner IIDarren Quillen, Planner III

DeAndrae Spradley is a Planner II on the
Residential Team. DeAndrae has a strong
background in regional planning and economic
development, which he honed while working in
South Florida. We are excited to welcome
DeAndrae to the OPZ! 

Originally hailing from New York, Jeltsein is
joining OPZ with experience in medical
administrative support and an academic
background in education. Jeltsein hit the ground
running! She supports the Regional Section and
Development Division with intake and customer
response. We are happy you joined the team,
Jeltsein!

Spencer Shanholtz is a Planner II on the Long
Range Planning Team. Spencer has a strong
academic background in Urban Planning. He
held various postgraduate research positions
at Virginia Tech and studied planning at
Syracuse. He recently moved to the area with
his family. Welcome to OPZ, Spencer!

Darren is the Planner III on the Critical Area
Team. With over 20 years of experience as an
engineer, Darren is providing a new set of
expertise for Critical Area projects. He is
joining us from the private sector, where he
worked on national and global projects.
Welcome aboard, Darren! 


