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Virtual Learning
 

New/Promoted Staff
 

Wonder Women

Keeping with last newsletter’s theme on Bonanza… this month’s Arundel
Planner looks at the Thunderbirds. When the pandemic hit, we had to
quickly change our operations in order to continue providing amazing
customer service. We developed the concept of the “OPZ Express
Station” and made sure we had sufficient dedicated resources--including
great staff like you that we dubbed “Thunderbirds”--to meet the
challenges of the new mission. It was initially chaotic, but you grew into
the role epitomized by the 1960s TV show, Thunderbirds, and continue to
carry out that mission today. Some of you might ask, "What was the
genesis of identifying the department's on-call superstars as
Thunderbirds?" Well, here’s how it all began.

Starting in the early 1960s, Gerry and Sylvia Anderson made an indelible
impact on the world of television with their groundbreaking production
technique, known as “Supermarionation.” Their most popular show,
Thunderbirds, premiered in 1965 and created a global phenomenon that
spanned generations. Anderson was inspired to create the Thunderbirds
International Rescue, after hearing about rescue crews during a mine
disaster in 1963 in West Germany. In the early 1980s, Gerry Anderson
was instrumental in helping to create a real charity, The International
Rescue Corps, a UK-based urban search-and-rescue organization.

The creation of OPZ’s Thunderbirds was based on a real emergency
situation, designed to provide search and rescue operations during times
of an emergency. The pandemic forced us to become better than we
were, and we embraced the principles manifested in the Thunderbirds to
achieve that. Kudos to all of you. 

Thunderbirds are GO!!!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thunderbirds_(TV_series)
https://www.shoutfactory.com/product/thunderbirds-the-complete-series


Research & GIS: Mapping out the Future
 

From meetings to maps, OPZ’s Research and GIS Team was busy with redistricting. In late October 2021,
OPZ was asked to provide technical assistance to the Charter Revision Commission (CRC), a group of 7
community members appointed by the County Council to make recommendations for redistricting. 

After ten meetings over three months, seven redistricting plans were developed using Esri Redistricting,
an advanced redistricting software. The data was then packaged in a tabbed StoryMap for review by the
public in the Redistricting Plan Options Review Tool. Also using this data, the Office of Law drafted a
report that proposed three redistricting plan options. 

This report was sent to the Council for review in late January and Bill 15-22 was subsequently
introduced, which recommended Redistricting Plan 2. The County Council unanimously approved the
legislation in February, approving the Redistricting Plan 2 option, and amending the council boundaries
for the next ten years. 

 

OPZ NEWSLETTER PAGE 2

Cultural Resources: Virtual Learning 
 
 

What is keeping the County Executive up at night? On February 8,
Anne Arundel County announced the Oral History Virtual Tour of
Civil Rights Era in Anne Arundel County. “Having stayed up way too
late the other night watching the interviews on this site, I can tell you
that they are captivating, inspiring, and uplifting,” County Executive
Steuart Pittman said. “I am so grateful to the men and women who
shared their history and the historians who are bringing it to the
public and to our students. This is the kind of honest, direct
presentation of history that makes us a better community.” 

The new site features more than 50 oral history interviews collected
from residents across the County, and is presented as a tour of local
places, people, and everyday experiences during a time of
segregation. It documents spaces of leisure and recreation, where
people of color could gather and enjoy solidarity and empowerment;
places like stores, ballfields, beaches, juke joints, movie theaters,
beauty salons, and barber shops. 

 

Many thanks to the diligence of our
Cultural Resources Team for this effort. 

Click here to learn more.

https://gis.aacounty.org/portal/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=2b71aeb8c4b3434da3d9db038b9bc210
https://gis.aacounty.org/portal/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=2b71aeb8c4b3434da3d9db038b9bc210
https://www.aacounty.org/news-and-events/news/2022/02/08/county-executive-announces-oral-history-virtual-tour-of-civil-rights-era-in-anne-arundel-county
http://www.aacounty.org/civil-rights-era


Region 2: West County - Jessup, Annapolis Junction, Laurel, Maryland City, parts of Hanover, Fort Meade
Region 4: Pasadena, Severna Park, Arnold, Gibson Island, Cape St. Claire, Broadneck
Region 7: Annapolis, Annapolis Neck, City of Annapolis, Parole, Bay Ridge, Highland Beach, Riva

Regional Planning Process 
Are you in any of the following regions?

Get involved today!
 

      Click here to check out the Community Hub for Regional Plans to learn more and get involved!
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Long Range Planning: Community Roots
 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. The Greater Baybrook Alliance is preparing a Blue-Green
Master Plan for the Brooklyn Park, Brooklyn, and Curtis Bay communities. The Blue-
Green Master Plan focuses on rebuilding native ecosystems and enhancing
neighborhood green spaces to provide opportunities for recreational activities and a
cleaner environment to live and work. 

The Blue-Green Master Plan aligns with the policies of the Countywide draft Green
Infrastructure Master Plan, currently under review by the County Council. Both plans
provide recommendations to plant trees and create green spaces in underserved areas. 

OPZ staff are supporting Greater Baybrook Alliance with technical advice; connecting
them with grant opportunities; and coordinating the Blue-Green Master Plan with
planned parks, restoration, and stormwater management projects in Brooklyn Park. By
supporting policies and grassroots efforts to improve communities, we can make Anne
Arundel County a greener place for all. 

Quiz Time!
Trivia: According to a study conducted in 2021, which
area in Anne Arundel County had the largest
population growth from 1980 to 2018? 

     A)  Glen Burnie
     B)  Odenton
     C)  Annapolis
     D)  All of the above

                                         The answer is on page four.

https://region-plan-hub-annearundelmd.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.greaterbaybrookalliance.org/
https://www.greaterbaybrookalliance.org/
https://www.envirocollab.com/greater-baybrook-bgmp
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/long-range-planning/green-infrastructure/green-infrastructure-master-plan-council/index.html


Development: Going High Tech and Hiring
 

LUN: Coming Soon. Inspections and Permits, one of OPZ’s internal land use partner
agencies, launched Land Use Navigator (LUN, pronounced "loon") in early March. LUN
is a web-based application that allows customers to access and obtain Inspections and
Permits services online. The LUN platform will expand to include services offered by
the Office of Planning and Zoning in a future phase of implementation. OPZ staff are
currently undergoing training and testing to learn these features. We will continue the
normal level of service during this transition, and we look forward to leveraging the
efficiencies of going digital for development review! 

OPZ is hiring! The Development Division just hired a Planner I in the Residential
Section (learn more on page 5), and we are in the process of recruiting two Planner IIs
and a Planner III. OPZ is excited to expand expertise in development review and related
services.
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Quiz Answer... Which area in Anne Arundel
County had the largest population growth
from 1980 to 2018? 

The answer is A) Glen Burnie. Read about more
interesting facts and creative concepts in the Glen
Burnie Town Center Revitalization Plan and related
Market Study. The plan was presented at a town hall
event in January 2022 and received much local
enthusiasm. Click here to learn more.

Zoning Enforcement
Teaming up to clean up. Have you ever noticed
those large donation boxes in parking lots? When
these donation boxes are abandoned, OPZ and
partners take action. Zoning Enforcement is
collaborating with Inspections and Permits and
the Office of Law to address unattended
donation box violations; they have created an
action plan and are working on compliance with
operators.

https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/community-revitalization/glen-burnie-town-center-revitalization/index.html


Donald Dyott Jr., Senior Planner
Zoning Administration

 

Donnie Dyott was promoted from a Planner II to a Senior
Planner in the Zoning Section this past December. After
joining the County as a Planning Technician II in 2006,
Donnie worked his way up the ranks by being diligent,
detailed, and direct - all great qualities for serving the
public while also serving the County. Donnie grew up in
Anne Arundel County and worked in the private sector
before joining OPZ. Congrats, Donnie!

Meet OPZ's New and Promoted Staff
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Important Dates:
Good Friday: April 15, 2022

Memorial Day: May 30, 2022
Last day of Fiscal Year 22: June 30, 2022

Connor Cottrell, Planner I
Residential 

 

Connor Cottrell hails from the great state of Nebraska,
where he honed his planning skills with the
Department of Transportation. He recently moved to
Maryland, and he is working on his Master's in Cultural
Heritage Resource Management from the University
of Maryland. Welcome aboard, Connor! 

Chungom Ntonifor, Engineer I
Transportation Team

 

Chungom Ntonifor joined OPZ in early January from the
Maryland State Highway Administration. A rising leader
with many talents, he has a Master's and PhD from Morgan
State University in engineering. He hit the ground running
with the County, and we are delighted to have him on the
Transportation Team! Chungom will be presenting at the
Structural Engineering Institute (SEI) Structures Congress in
April on two papers and facilitating a panel. 

Teresa Russin, Senior Planner
Residential Team

 

Congratulations to Teresa Russin, who was promoted
from a Planner III on the Critical Area Team to a
Senior Planner on the Residential Team. She has
proven to be an instrumental trainer in OPZ's
transition to Land Use Navigator (LUN), and we have
no doubts that she will be an asset to this growing
team. Way to go, Teresa!

Contact Us:
410-222-7450

aacounty.org/opz
 



Learn about Dr. Emily Wilson, who broke
barriers when she obtained her medical
degree in 1927; became the first female
doctor in southern Anne Arundel County; and,
practiced outside racial norms during the era
of segregation. Learn more about her 53 year
career by clicking here.        

 

 

Geraldine Whittington: 
First African American White House Secretary

Geraldine Whittington thought it was a prank when President
Johnson called her to reassign her as his secretary in the White
House. 

It was not a prank. 

How do we know? LBJ taped the conversation (as he did every
conversation). You can listen to the recording in this article.

And that was how Geraldine began her career as the first African
American secretary to a U.S. President. There is more to her story,
including an appearance on the TV show What’s My Line?

Women's History Month:
Women Make Anne Arundel County The Best Place - For All

Kudos to Cultural Resources for their research!

Learn about Margaret Mercer (1801-1803),
who grew up in Galesville and arrived at
these conclusions at a young age: she would
not marry, and more importantly, that slavery
was immoral. Click here to read her story. 

https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/cultural-resources/Heritage-Resources/Womens-History/Emily-Wilson/index.html
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/cultural-resources/Heritage-Resources/Womens-History/Geraldine-Whittington/index.html
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/cultural-resources/Heritage-Resources/Womens-History/index.html
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/cultural-resources/Heritage-Resources/Womens-History/Margaret-Mercer/index.html
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/cultural-resources/Heritage-Resources/Womens-History/Margaret-Mercer/index.html

