
Happy New Year! 

Regardless of what year it is, I will always be a fan of the beloved television
Western series, Bonanza. For 14 incredible seasons, this show shared stories of
moral dilemmas and hijinks that could only be experienced on the outskirts of
Lake Tahoe at Ponderosa Ranch. Known for accomplishing great feats under
rugged and unpredictable conditions, this show captured powerful themes
about work ethic and commitment. OPZ staff have that work ethic. From tough,
deadline-driven projects to technological challenges and growth, we have grit
and determination. I’m humbled and proud of our work in 2021. 

When we look back at what we accomplished last year, I think it sets OPZ up
for a tremendous momentum for what we can continue to accomplish in 2022.
We pivoted (and pivoted again) to enhance customer services, create an award-
winning General Development Plan, and enforce Zoning laws to protect and
serve our County’s interests, just to name a few things. According to the
dictionary, a “bonanza” is something very valuable, profiting, or rewarding.”
OPZ: Let’s make 2022 another bonanza.

From the Desk of 
Steve Kaii-Ziegler, AICP
PLANNING AND ZONING OFFICER
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"The best fruit is not what falls, but what you have to reach for."
-Hoss Cartwright, Ben Cartwright's son from Bonanza

Character played by Dan Blocker, 1928-1972
 

Cat's out of the bag:
OPZ has New and Promoted Staff

Contact Us form
goes digital.

OPZ's biggest kudos EVER 
starts on Page 2!
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The Office of Planning and Snowing
BONUS SNOW PICS - PAGES 5 AND 6!

https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/long-range-planning/general-development-plan/index.html
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OPZ Kudos

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Cultural Resources continues to “dig” into County history. Between project reviews and fielding
questions about historic sites, the Cultural Resources Team expanded the Heritage Area Boundary,
completed the Ogle Artifact Collection Curation Project, installed 18 historic signs, and secured a 

$75,000 grant for Sea Level Rise Planning. 
 

RESEARCH AND GIS
The Research and GIS Section continued to map out our future. Section members worked collaboratively
with diverse teams to implement ArcGIS Hub for regional planning efforts, deliver data and map products, 

and provide timely customer service for map, data, and community meeting requests. 
 

LONG RANGE PLANNING
The Long Range Planning Team continues to be forward-thinking and inspiring. In 2021, they produced

an award-winning General Development Plan, implemented Smartsheet for project tracking, 
drafted four updates to existing master plans, and kicked-off a new Region Plan process!

 

ZONING
Zoning responded to over 200 cases in 2021. Zoning Administration successfully maintained a seamless

level of service during the ongoing pandemic, ensuring customers were not impacted. Staff prepared
recommendations in over 203 cases and represented the County at the Administrative Hearing Office and

Board of Appeals hearings. The Zoning Division assisted and advised the County Council and
Administration on roughly 40 pieces of legislation related to zoning and development. 

 

ZONING ENFORCEMENT
Zoning Enforcement lived up to its name. Zoning cases can take weeks, months, or years of hard work to

resolve. The road to compliance often requires countless hours of paperwork, meetings, inspections,
negotiations, and court hearings. In 2021, Zoning Enforcement closed almost 1,400 violation cases. Each

closed case represents a small win for OPZ and for the community. Zoning Enforcement is proud to make a
positive impact in the community and to help keep Anne Arundel County "The Best Place - For All".

https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/long-range-planning/general-development-plan/index.html
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/long-range-planning/region-plans/
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TRANSPORTATION
The new Development Transportation Team’s first six months with OPZ were a success! 

In mid-2021, members of the Transportation Team came together from different departments without
missing a single step. Work continuity was maintained, and staff were able to address several

outstanding mitigation projects presented by the Administration. 
 

REGIONAL AND RESIDENTIAL
Development’s Regional and Residential Teams continue to meet deadlines and follow up on every

detail thrown their way. They branched out to increase collaboration and provide support for other
OPZ sections and County departments, and worked hard to consistently apply the County Code and
best practices of planning. We are proud of their work and look forward to an even stronger 2022!

 

CRITICAL AREA
The Critical Area Team demonstrated the true meaning of teamwork this year. Staff continuously
supported each other, in addition to supporting other divisions and departments, to provide the best

level of service to the citizens of Anne Arundel County.
 

ADMINISTRATION
The Glen Burnie Revitalization Task Force took action. OPZ Administration had a productive year

with the Glen Burnie Revitalization Task Force. Working with a design consultant, property owners and
local stakeholders, a redevelopment concept was created for the Glen Burnie Town Center. In 2022,

the focus will be on proactive steps toward implementation!  
 

Contacting OPZ got easier. Through coordination with OIT, the GIS and Research Division, and
Administrative staff, the department launched an improved customer service platform that included a

Contact Us form on the website and inquiry tracking through an internal database for managing
requests. The Contact Us form now feeds directly into the database, and staff can assign and track

cases within a manageable, measurable, and accessible platform.

2021
OPZ Kudos

https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/contact-us/


Lorenzo Mastino, Senior Planner
Long Range Planning

 

OPZ is pleased to welcome Lorenzo Mastino to the
Long Range Planning team as a Senior Planner.
Lorenzo is joining OPZ from Nevada, where he held
planning positions in Las Vegas and outside of Lake
Tahoe. He holds two master’s degrees in planning
from the University of Arizona and University of
Rome (ciao!), and now calls Baltimore his new home.

Meet the New Staff
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Important Dates:
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: January 17, 2022

Washington's Birthday: February 21, 2022
Good Friday: April 15, 2022

Michelle Panetta, Secretary II
Zoning Administration 

There’s a new Secretary II in town! OPZ is pleased to
welcome Michelle Panetta to the Zoning Administration
Team. Michelle brings over seven years of County service
to the Office of Planning Zoning, with positions
previously held with Inspections and Permits and the Soil
Conservation District. Michelle has proven herself to be a
fun and productive team member - welcome aboard!

Kari Nye, Planner II
Long Range Planning Team

Communications strategist, small business owner, and
experienced butcher - Kari Nye has done it all and proven
herself to be an excellent planner and team player. We are
delighted to announce her promotion to a Planner II on the
Long Range Planning Team. Kari has been integral for
incorporating innovative engagement strategies and
communication tactics. Congratulations, Kari! 

Jessica Levy, Planner I
Long Range Planning Team

 
OPZ is excited to announce the promotion of Jessica
Levy to a Planner I. Jessica started on the Long Range
Planning Team earlier this year and proved herself to
be reliable and detail-oriented. Among her many
successes, she streamlined team efficiencies by
implementing Smartsheet, a comprehensive project
planning software for tracking countywide planning
projects. Congratulations, Jessica!

 

Contact Us:
410-222-7450

aacounty.org/opz
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Georgie the duck and Marley the pup prep for snowball fight. 
Photo credit: Brandy McNew, GIS/Research

Woodland Beach landscape for the win!
Photo Credit: Rachel Waterman, courtesy of Ayda Klakring, Zoning Enforcement

There's no business like snow business. 
Photo credit: Saiful Alam, GIS/Research

This is the way to Narnia! 
Photo credit: Steve Kaii-Ziegler, Planning Director

No, this is the way to Narnia. Follow Cosmo's lead!
Photo Credit: Jane Cox, Cultural Resources
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I hear this place serves the coolest drinks.
Photo credit: Steve Kaii-Ziegler, Planning Director

A picture from the best place (on the water) in the Best Place -
For All: Anne Arundel County!

Photo Credit: Rick Fisher, GIS/Research
 

Orange you grateful for snowy sunsets?
Photo credit: Margaret Kaii-Ziegler, Transportation 

Finley surveys her property. 
All is beautiful, all is compliant.

Photo credit: Christina Pompa, Planning Division

Narnia found.
Photo credit: Brent Efune, Long Range Planning

The Office of Planning and SNOWING


