
Happy October, OPZ! 

It's fall in Anne Arundel County and hockey season in my heart.
As many of you know, I am a Detroit Red Wings fan. Gordie
Howe was one of the Red Wings most versatile players of all
time, and he was the top scoring player in the NHL, until his
record was broken by Wayne Gretzky. He is known as "Mr.
Hockey" and has a timeless quote about performance below.

What does "Mr. Hockey" have to do with our work? Versatility
and consistent peak performance are standards in OPZ. Every
day, we plan, we protect, and we follow the code. Every day, we
work toward a bigger win than the day before, whether that is
increasing our development review efficiencies or implementing
new GIS technologies, like 3D mapping, or discovering artifacts
that even Indiana Jones would envy. Every day, we earn the
Stanley Cup. Things will only get busier, as we shift into winter
and an active legislative season. I am proud to be a part of this
team, and I believe Gordie would feel the same. 

From the Desk of 
Steve Kaii-Ziegler, AICP
PLANNING AND ZONING OFFICER

News and Notes from the Office of Planning and Zoning

THE ARUNDEL PLANNER
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"The Stanley Cup is not something you can keep
forever. You have to earn it every year you play."

-Gordie Howe, Detroit Red Wings, 25 seasons
1928-2016

 
 

What does an
African elephant
have to do with
Zoning
Enforcement? 

Making a Comeback: 
Traffic Counts

New OPZ staff are ready
to meet you now.

PH O T O  CRED IT :  RICK RIS H ER



DEVELOPMENT: 
Affordable Housing, Counting Cars

Curation Celebration. The Cultural Resources Team completed the Ogle
Curation Project, a two year effort to evaluate, archive, and properly store
materials in the existing Cultural Resources collection and from Robert Ogle,
a former road surveyor and avocational archaeologist. The most notable
discoveries from this project represent over 108 artifacts from the
Paleoindian era, which was at the end of the last ice age (~13,500 years BP).
These materials represent the oldest record of human habitation in the
County and predate the Chesapeake Bay. Congratulations to Amelia
Chisholm, Drew Webster, and Shawn Sharpe for their incredible
groundbreaking work!

3D Tech Comes to OPZ. GIS and Research have been collaborating with OIT
staff and consultants from Blue Raster to implement innovative GIS
technologies for the planning process. Enter: ArcGIS Urban and ArcGIS Hub.
ArcGIS Urban is a technology that generates 3D planning scenarios and
visuals. As an example, OPZ staff are using Hub to create 3D visuals of the
Parole Town Center, based on zoning and incentive plan criteria. ArcGIS
Hub acts as a one-stop shop for public engagement. ArcGIS Hub will allow
Planning division staff to curate and add information to mapping products
for education and engagement of stakeholders.

Development division staff, along with Arundel Community Development Services
(ACDS), are finalizing guidelines, processes, and checklists for applicants who want to
construct workforce housing in Anne Arundel County.  Traffic Counts. The
Transportation section released a Green Notice to announce traffic counts may resume.
Counting traffic--to assess potential roadway impacts from development projects--was
suspended during the pandemic, when schooling was virtual.  
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PLANNING:  Stakeholders, 3D Tech, and Archaeology

Plan2040 Selecting Stakeholders.  Long Range Planning finalized review of applications
for Stakeholder Advisory Committees (SAC) and forwarded recommendations to the
County Executive (for appointment) and County Council (for confirmation). Committees
will play a key role in developing Region Plans by collaborating on goals and making
recommendations on proposed zoning changes in respective regions. The first round of
Region Plans will address these areas: Region 2 (Fort Meade, Laurel, Jessup), Region 4
(Broadneck, Arnold, Severna Park, Pasadena), and Region 7 (Annapolis Neck, Parole,
Riva).  Each plan is expected to take between 18 and 36 months to complete. The SAC
are part of the County’s General Development Plan, Plan2040.  

Workforce housing: housing affordable to households earning 
between 60 and 120 percent of area median income (Urban Land Institute)

https://acdsinc.org/
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/green-notices/
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/long-range-planning/general-development-plan/


ZONING: Scanning the Room

Request For Investigation - Online Form: If there's a nuisance, Zoning Enforcement
will investigate it! The Zoning Enforcement Team transitioned processes to a
fillable, online Request for Investigation form; this form initiates a violation
investigation. Since posting on the website in 2020, this form has made a significant
impact on office efficiencies. This is just one example of how we are finding
opportunities to be innovative and improve processes! The form can be found on
OPZ's website, aacounty.org/opz. 

A Century of Files.  The Zoning Administration Team is required to keep all non-
conforming use records for 100 years. Understanding that office space is limited,
the Zoning Team is working on decluttering files, so they can be stored offsite
(for another 100 years). As a reminder, these files include details about property
use that is no longer within the proper zoning guidelines from when it was first
constructed. In other news, the Zoning Team is growing! As of this writing, this
section is recruiting for a Secretary II and a Senior Planner. We hope to have
good news to share about this expanding team in the next newsletter.
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Did you know… Commercial vehicles with a gross

vehicle weight rating (GVWR) exceeding 10,000

pounds cannot be parked on residential property.

That’s the size of an African elephant! Imagine

this parked in your front yard!

https://www.aacounty.org/departments/planning-and-zoning/


Meet the New Staff

Teresa Russin, Planner III
Critical Area

 

OPZ is excited to announce Teresa Russin’s promotion

to Planner III on the Critical Area Team. She is

transitioning from the Regional Team, where she spent

the last two and a half years reviewing development

plans (as well as bringing in a few tech upgrades - ask

her about Google Calendar and digital submittals).

Congratulations, Teresa! 
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Important Dates:
Veteran's Day: November 11

Thanksgiving: November 25 and 26

Christmas (Observed): December 24 

 

Desirae Williams, Planner III
Long Range Planning

 

Desirae Williams joined OPZ as a Planner II in 2020

from the private sector, where she worked in

comprehensive planning. From leading the preparation

of master plans to leveraging InDesign skills for

Plan2040, Desirae’s multi-faceted organizational skills

and leadership style will serve her well in her promotion

to a Planner III role. Congratulations, Desirae! 

Mara Kaminowitz, GIS Program Manager
Research and GIS

 

Mara Kaminowitz joined OPZ in August from the

Baltimore Metropolitan Council, where she spent over

10 years collaborating with municipalities, managing

addresses, bicycle initiatives, and a Census 2020

project. Mara possesses the perfect blend of strategic

leadership and interest in innovative GIS technologies,

which is the right blend for mapping out the future for

OPZ’s Research and GIS Team. 

Olivia Williamson, Planning Technician II
Research and GIS

Olivia Williamson is also new to the Research and

GIS Team. Olivia is a graduate of the University of

South Carolina with a combined degree in

Mathematics and Geography. After a year of honing

her administration skills, she hit the ground running

with OPZ on September 2. Olivia is managing

address projects and more on the Research and GIS

Team.
 

Contact Us:
410-222-7450

aacounty.org/opz
 


