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Summer Weather Hazards 
During the summer months, Maryland’s typical elevated  

temperatures and high humidity create the conditions for 

regular afternoon thunderstorms. While usually short lived, 

these storms can produce damaging winds, heavy rain, local 

flooding, and dangerous lightning. As we have seen recently, 

the right mix of conditions can help produce severe  

thunderstorms with wind gusts over 58 MPH, hail the size of 

quarters or larger, and the possibility of tornadoes. These 

storms may cause flash flooding, downed trees, and power 

outages.  

 

The National Weather Service issues three severe weather related alerts for thunderstorms or  

tornadoes. Advisories alert the public that conditions are favorable for the development of storms in a 

general area. This is a good time to re-check your family preparedness plans and emergency kit. A 

severe weather Watch means the risk of hazardous weather has increased significantly but the location 

and timing are uncertain. This is the time to carefully monitor the latest weather information on radio, 

television, through NOAA Weather Radio, or by signing up for the Alert Anne Arundel Mass  

Notification System sent directly to your email, landline, or cell phone.  

 

A severe weather Warning means that hazardous weather is imminent or actually occurring in the 

warned area. People in the path of the storm need to take immediate protective action! If outdoors,  

get inside a sturdy building and shelter-in-place until the storm has passed. Remember, lightning can 

strike as far away as ten miles from the rain bands and for as long as 30 minutes after the rain has 

passed. Avoid flooded areas, especially at low water crossings. Remember: Turn around...don’t drown! 

 

The same combination of heat and humidity creates a high heat index that can lead to dangerous heat 

illnesses, such as heat exhaustion or heat stroke. If you suspect a heat illness, call 9-1-1. Check on 

friends and neighbors with disabilities, chronic illnesses, or older adults. Everyone needs to stay hydrat-

ed and avoid strenuous outdoor work during the hottest times of day. Visit an air conditioned location at 

least once a day; take a cool shower to cool off; eat light, regular meals; and dress in loose, lightweight, 

light-colored clothes, with a brimmed hat and sunscreen. 

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/receive-emergency-notifications
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/receive-emergency-notifications


FROM THE DIRECTOR 

STAY INFORMED: KEEP AHEAD OF THE STORM 

J. Kevin Aftung 
Director 

Office of Emergency  
Management 

 

The National Weather Service is predicting a near-normal Hurricane 

Season, which runs from June 1 to November 30, 2019. However, 

Anne Arundel County residents should remain vigilant for  

unexpected severe summer weather and hurricanes. The next page 

provides a simple four-step process for being prepared for any type 

of emergency, including hurricanes. 

 

The key to being storm ready is staying informed about changing 

weather conditions by tuning to radio, television, and cable  

outlets. An inexpensive NOAA Weather Radio receives 24 hour 

broadcasts from the National Weather Service, and can be set to 

trigger alerts only issued for our County.  

 

By subscribing to the Alert Anne Arundel Mass Notification  

System you can have emergency information sent to your email, 

landline, or cell phone. Options include several types of emergency 

alerts, weather  information, and County information, available in 

multiple languages. 

 

The Citizen’s Guide to Emergencies, published in English and    

Spanish on our OEM Website, offers clear instructions on how to 

prepare for 16 different types of emergencies, including extreme 

heat, flooding, severe weather, and hurricanes. The Office of  

Emergency Management also maintains a presence on several  

social media outlets, which are found on the last page. 

 

Know Your Zone Maryland lets residents and businesses determine 

whether they may be in a potential evacuation zone, should  

hurricane conditions require evacuation.   

 

Sincerely, 

  

J. Kevin Aftung 

IMPORTANT 
NUMBERS 

 

ALL EMERGENCIES:   
CALL 9-1-1 

 

  Police (non-emergency)  

 410-222-8050 

  Fire (non-emergency)   

 410-222-8300 

  BGE Power Outages                            

 877-778-2222 

  Aging & Disabilities  

  410-222-4257 

  Animal Care & Control 

  410-222-8900 

  Community Engagement 

  & Constituent Services 

 410-222-1785 

  Emergency Management   

 410-222-0600 

  Health Department              

     410-222-7095 

  Inspections & Permits  

 410-222-7790 

  Office of Transportation

 410-222-0022 

  Public Schools    

 410-222-5000 

  Student Safety Hotline   

 877-676-9854 

  Public Works (general) 

 410-222-7500 

  Public Works (utilities) 

 410-222-8400 

  Public Works (roads)  

     410-222-6120 

  Sheriff’s Office      

     410-222-1571 

  Social Services   

 410-269-8400 

https://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/receive-emergency-notifications
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/receive-emergency-notifications
http://www.aacounty.org/OEM
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/office-of-emergency-management/know-your-zone/


HURRICANE PLANNING 

 SHELTER-IN-PLACE for at least three days 

 SAFETY IN NUMBERS don’t face the storm alone 

 SPECIFIC NEEDS for household members 

 COMMUNICATIONS PLAN for your family 

 ALTERNATE SAFE MEETING PLACE 

 EVACUATION ROUTES and DESTINATIONS 

 EMERGENCY NETWORK 

 PETS 

STEP 1: MAKE A PLAN 

In making a hurricane emergency plan, you should assume: 

 No power or water 

 Difficult communications 

 Isolation as a result of floods 

 No access to pharmacies, grocery stores, gas stations, or ATM machines 

 No outside help for at least three days 

Become self-sufficient for at least three days by following these steps: 

 Monitor radio and television 

 Monitor Emergency Management Social 
Media 

 Water: 1 gal per person per day for at least 

3 days (including pets) 

 Food: 3+ days non-perishable food 

(including pets) 

 Baby/infant supplies and food, if applicable 

 Battery-powered or hand-crank radio, extra 

batteries 

 Flashlight or headlamp, extra batteries 

 Family First Aid Kit 

 Whistle to signal for help 

 Take a First Aid, CPR/AED, and Stop the Bleed class 

 Request an emergency preparedness presentation for your community 

 Volunteer for a community service activity 

 Keep a watchful eye on older adults, individuals with disabilities, or chronically ill neighbors 

 Monitor NOAA Weather Radio 

 Subscribe to Alert Anne Arundel Mass     
Notification System 

STEP 2: STAY INFORMED 

 Personal Hygiene items, towelettes,       

garbage bags 

 Prescription Medicine, glasses, hearing 

aids, etc 

 Photo ID; Important documents in           

waterproof bag 

 Cell phone with charger 

 Manual can opener for canned food 

 Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 

 Cash or Travelers Checks 

STEP 4: GET INVOLVED 

STEP 3: BUILD AN EMERGENCY KIT 

https://www.aacounty.org/departments/office-of-emergency-management/contact-us/index.html#social-media
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/office-of-emergency-management/contact-us/index.html#social-media
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/office-of-emergency-management/contact-us/index.html#social-media
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/office-of-emergency-management/presentation-form/index.html
https://www.aacounty.org/departments/office-of-emergency-management/volunteer/index.html
https://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/receive-emergency-notifications
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/receive-emergency-notifications


OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STAFF 

J. Kevin Aftung Director emaftu00@aacounty.org      410-222-0600 

Chrissy Cornwell Deputy Director emcorn00@aacounty.org     410-222-0605 

Michelle Daschner Response Planner emdasc00@aacounty.org 410-222-0607 

Briana Kracke Preparedness Planner emkrac00@aacounty.org 410-222-0608 

Jim Krempel Community Outreach Coordinator emkrem00@aacounty.org    410-222-0609 

Joe Seborowski Recovery Planner emsebo22@aacounty.org 410-222-0610 

Kerry Topovski Special Projects Coordinator emtopo22@aacounty.org 410-222-0612 

Phil Whitelock Emergency Management Specialist emwhit00@aacounty.org      410-222-0602 

Tristin Ziegenhein Management Aide emzieg00@aacounty.org      410-222-0601 

CONTACT US 

Please give us a call or send an email if you 

have questions or need more  

information. 

 

Anne Arundel County Office of 

Emergency Management 

7480 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd 

Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

 

Phone: 410-222-0600 

Email: oem@aacounty.org 

Visit the OEM Website 

Facebook: Anne Arundel County Office 

of Emergency Management 

Twitter: aaco_oem 

Instagram: annearundel_oem 

Nextdoor: Anne Arundel County Office 

of Emergency Management 

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 

2019 EMERGENCY 

PREPAREDNESS EXPO 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2019 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM (rain or shine) 

 

MARLEY STATION MALL 

7900 Ritchie Hwy (MD Rte 2), GLEN BURNIE, MD 

Live Demonstrations 

Emergency Equipment 

Interactive Information Booths 

Children’s Activities 

Free Giveaways 

Food Trucks 

Emergency Preparedness for Families and Communities 

FREE, FUN, FAMILY FRIENDLY! 

ALERT ANNE ARUNDEL MASS NOTIFICATION SYSTEM 

 Free emergency notifications, weather data, or County information 

 Notifications via voice message, text message, and email  

 Multiple options for cell phone or landline 

 Available in multiple languages 

_____________ 

mailto:oem@aacounty.org
https://www.aacounty.org/OEM
https://www.facebook.com/AACOOEM/
https://www.facebook.com/AACOOEM/
https://twitter.com/aaco_oem?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/annearundel_oem/?hl=en
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/md/anne-arundel-county/anne-arundel-county-office-of-emergency-management/
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/md/anne-arundel-county/anne-arundel-county-office-of-emergency-management/
https://www.aacounty.org/services-and-programs/receive-emergency-notifications

