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Flood Watch!
Flooding may happen with only a few inches of water, or it
may completely cover a house. Flooding can occur slowly
over many days or happen very quickly with little or no
warning, called flash floods. As Anne Arundel County has
seen, flooding can happen at almost any time of year,
especially in the spring. Potential flooding is not limited to the
County’s 540 linear miles of Chesapeake Bay tidal shoreline.
Be prepared for flooding if you live in a low-lying area near a
river, stream, culvert, or a low water crossing.
In Your Home
 Stay tuned to news stations and weather radios for reports of flooding
 Be prepared to shelter-in-place and evacuate if necessary
 Secure your home
 Bring in outdoor furniture, move essential items to an upper floor
 Turn off utilities at the main switch, if instructed to do so
 Return home only when authorities say it is safe
 Be cautious at night
 Account for children and keep them with you, especially during storms and flood threats
 Assist individuals with disabilities or older adults
In Your Car: Turn Around, Don’t Drown!
 Reroute your travel away from the source of flooding
 Just one foot of moving water can carry your vehicle away
 Do not cross flooded bridges or roadways
 If water rises around your vehicle but the water is not moving, exit the vehicle to higher ground
In the Outdoors
 Immediately move to higher ground and away from the source of flooding
 Do not enter moving water, as it takes only six inches of water to knock a person off their feet
 Do not attempt to cross flooded walkways, streams/rivers, or sidewalks
 Do not camp in dry streambeds
For more information visit www.aacounty.org/OEM
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EARLY SPRING STORMS:
A SEASONAL CHALLENGE

IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
ALL EMERGENCIES:
CALL 9-1-1
Police (non-emergency)
410-222-8610

J. Kevin Aftung
Director
Office of Emergency
Management

Fire (non-emergency)
410-222-8271
Gas Odor/Leak
CALL 9-1-1
BGE Power Outages
877-778-2222
Aging & Disabilities
410-222-4257
Animal Control
410-222-8900
Constituent Services
410-222-1785
Emergency Management
410-222-0600
Health Department
410-222-7095
Inspections & Permits
410-222-7790
Office of Transportation
410-222-0022
Public Schools
410-222-5000
Student Safety Hotline
877-676-9854
Public Works (dispatch)
410-222-8400

From the Director
The early spring weekend-long extreme high winds and a snowstorm two weeks
later prove that our County does not have to be threatened by a hurricane in order
to face unexpected weather challenges. While we had the benefit of accurate,
advanced warning from the National Weather Service, we were fortunate that the
storms did not include extremely low temperatures or heavy snow as it did further to
the north.
The County Fire Department, Emergency Medical Services, Police Department, and
Department of Public Works (among others) collaborated seamlessly to deliver
heroic, non-stop emergency services to our citizens during both storms. The County
Emergency Operations Center relied on both county employees and volunteers to
take non-emergency calls from the public, to relieve our busy 9-1-1 operators. The
high winds posed quite a challenge to fully restoring power, but no one can doubt
the tenacity of the electric crews willingly climbing into a truck bucket to work near
35,000 volt lines in 25 mile an hour winds. Like our first responders, they literally
risked their lives to venture out into the storm to clear downed trees and reenergize
lines as rapidly as possible.
The unusual wind storm and spring snowstorm were wake up calls for everyone to
be prepared for rapidly unfolding weather emergencies. With springtime now here,
the chance of severe thunderstorms and tornadoes increases, along with the
potential for both gradually developing and flash flooding.

Public Works (general)
410-222-7500
Public Works (roads/snow)
410-222-4040
Sheriff’s Office
410-222-1571
Social Services
410-269-4500

As an engaged citizen, you can become better prepared for severe weather (or any
emergency) by planning ahead, building an emergency supply kit for your
household, and staying informed. For more information, see our new Citizen’s
Guide to Emergencies at www.aacounty.org/OEM. If your community group would
like to schedule a preparedness presentation from the Office of Emergency
Management, please see the last page of this newsletter for contact information.
Sincerely,
J. Kevin Aftung

STAY INFORMED

SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS
All thunderstorms have dangerous lightning!
If you are close enough to hear thunder,
you are close enough to be struck!
When thunder roars...go indoors!

Courtesy of the National Weather Service (NWS)

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Emergency Preparedness Presentations


Family and Community Emergency Preparedness



Emergency Preparedness for Business



Emergency Preparedness for Houses of Worship



Storm/Hurricane Preparedness



Winter Weather Preparedness

Emergency Planning Advice & Assistance
Preparedness Seminars
Community Fairs/National Night Out
Public Information/Social Media
Emergency Preparedness Expo
Saturday, September 22, 2018 10:00 AM—2:00 PM
Marley Station Mall, Glen Burnie, MD

CONTACT US
Give us a call or send an email if you have
questions or your organization/community
would like an emergency preparedness
presentation.
Anne Arundel County Office of
Emergency Management
7480 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd
Glen Burnie, MD 21061
(410) 222-0600
Email: oem@aacounty.org
Visit us on the web at
www.aacounty.org/OEM
Social Media accounts:
Facebook: Anne Arundel County Office of
Emergency Management
Twitter: aaco_oem
Instagram: annearundel_oem
Nextdoor: Anne Arundel County Office of
Emergency Management
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