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Fall 2017

A Season of Change
As we move from Hurricane Season into the Holiday season, it is a
great time to consider both home safety and readiness to prepare
for unexpected emergencies. Fall means feasts with the family and
the start of holiday cheer. But it is also a time of rapidly changing
weather conditions and potential safety hazards.

Fall Means Rapid Weather Changes
Anne Arundel County can experience dramatic weather changes in
less than a month!
The 2017 Hurricane Season ends on November 30, and can be
followed immediately by the potential threat of cold weather.
Temperatures can drop quickly, accompanied by heavy winds and
rain off the Atlantic. As an example, even before the end of
hurricane season, in 1964 Baltimore dropped to 27 degrees,
a record low for the month of October.
Early snowfall is not out of the question either. One of our earliest
major snowfalls was the famous surprise Veteran’s Day Storm of
November 11, 1987, bringing up to 16 inches of snow in places.
The unsettled weather means staying informed and preparing for
rapidly changing conditions whether outdoors, during long work
commutes, or in your home.
UPCOMING PREPAREDNESS-RELATED EVENTS
NOV 15, 7-8 PM, Winter Preparedness Presentation , Police Community Relations Council (PCRC),
Anne Arundel County Police Eastern District Station, 204 Pasadena Rd, Pasadena, MD
DEC 6, 10-11 AM, Winter Preparedness Presentation, South County Senior Center, 27 Stephneys Lane,
Edgewater MD
DEC 11, 7-8 PM, Winter Preparedness Presentation, Brooklyn Heights Improvement Association,
Brooklyn Park Community Library, 1 E 11th Ave, Baltimore, MD
DEC 13, 10-11 AM, Winter Preparedness Presentation, Annapolis Senior Center, 119 S. Villa Blvd,
Annapolis., MD
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DEC 14, 9-11 AM, Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) Meeting, County Office of Emergency
Management, 7480 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

IMPORTANT
NUMBERS

A TEAM SPORT

ALL EMERGENCIES:
CALL 911
Police (non-emergency)
410-222-8050
Fire (non-emergency)
410-222-8200
Gas Odor/Leak
CALL 911
BGE Power Outages
877-778-2222

2017 Anne Arundel County Emergency Preparedness Expo
September 23, 2017 Marley Station Mall, Glen Burnie

J. Kevin Aftung
Director,
Office of Emergency
Management

Animal Control
410-222-8900
Constituent Services
410-222-1785
Aging & Disabilities
410-222-4257
Emergency Management
410-222-0600
Health Department
410-222-7095
Inspections & Permits
410-222-7790
Office of Transportation
410-222-0022
Public Schools
410-222-5000
Student Safety Hotline
877-676-9854
Public Works (dispatch)
410-222-8400

From the Director
The conclusion of another successful Anne Arundel County Emergency Preparedness Expo
at Marley Station Mall on September 23 is a good time to pause and think about our County
being prepared for emergencies. The Expo is a perfect example of the fact that Emergency
Management is truly a “team sport.” Thirty-five County, State, Federal, and volunteer
organizations came together in one location to give our citizens a good look at the many
agencies and groups that work as a team in disaster response and recovery.

Of course, the other key members of the team are our citizens. The great family turnout at the
Expo was not just because of the beautiful weather and an exciting show. It was because the
people of Anne Arundel County are genuinely interested in learning more about being
prepared should an emergency impact their home or a disaster strike our County. With three
catastrophic hurricanes bringing devastation across the nation in less than a month, it is easy
to see why being prepared is so vital. You and your family can be better prepared in four
simple steps:
Make a Plan: Pre-designate a safe meeting place and make a communications plan for your
family. Have the materials and know-how to safely shelter in your home, workplace,
or school. Plan on a location to voluntarily evacuate if it becomes necessary.
Get a Kit: Gather simple items (see next page) that will prepare you to be self-sufficient for
three days. That is the time it may take for a coordinated response in a major disaster.

Public Works (general)
410-222-7500
Public Works (roads/snow)
410-222-4040
Sheriff’s Office
410-222-1571
Social Services
410-269-4500

Stay Informed: Monitor the news, weather, social media, and check on family and friends.
Get Involved: Take a first aid/CPR/AED class, request a preparedness presentation for your
community group, use your skills to volunteer for a community service activity, and keep a
watchful eye on older adults, disabled, or chronically ill neighbors.
Be prepared today so you do not need to get prepared when an emergency happens.
Sincerely,
J. Kevin Aftung

HAVE A SAFE HOLIDAY

Roast the Turkey,
not Yourself!
In 2016 the Consumer Product Safety
Commission reported there had been
168 turkey-fryer related fires, burns,
and explosions with 672 people injured
and $8 million in property damage loss.
If you must use a turkey fryer:
- Set up the fryer more than 10 feet
from the house and keep children away
- Find flat ground as the oil must be
even and steady to ensure safety
- Use a thawed and dry turkey. Any
water will cause the oil to bubble
furiously and spill over
- The fryer lid and handle can become
very hot and cause burns

Build an Emergency Kit

- Always have a fire extinguisher ready!

The recent tragic hurricanes have shown that waiting until disaster
happens to build a Family Emergency Kit is too late. A basic emergency
supply kit could include the following recommended items:
 Water - one gallon of water per person per day for at least three days,
for drinking and sanitation (include your pets)
 Food - at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food
 Battery-powered or hand crank radio
 Flashlight or headlamp with extra batteries
 First aid kit, prescription medications, medical supplies
 Whistle to signal for help
 Dust mask to help filter contaminated air and plastic
sheeting and duct tape to shelter-in-place
 Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for
personal sanitation
 Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities
 Manual can opener for food
 Important family documents in waterproof container
 Local maps

HOLIDAY GOAL:
BECOME
SELF-SUFFICIENT
FOR THREE DAYS

Staying Informed

CONTACT US

With the threat of damaging storms, terrorist incidents, or active shooter
situations this world can be a frightening place. But it is a lot less alarming
if you keep up with the information so you can be better prepared if
something does happen. In this era of instant communication, there is no
reason to not stay informed about potential emergency situations.
Regardless of age or generation, there is a familiar way to keep up with the
news, weather, and emerging incidents.

Give us a call or send an email if
you have questions or your
organization would like an
emergency preparedness
presentation.

Anne Arundel County Office of
Emergency Management

The “Old School” Way

7480 Baltimore-Annapolis Blvd
Glen Burnie, MD 21061



Keep in contact with family and friends by landline phone,
cell phone, email, or even handwritten letters

(410) 222-0600



Listen to the radio, television, and cable/fiber

Email: oem@aacounty.org
Visit us on the web at

Follow us Online

www.aacounty.org/OEM



Website: www.aacounty.org/OEM



Twitter: aaco_oem



Facebook: Anne Arundel County Office of Emergency
Management

HELP LINES
County Crisis/Addiction “Warmline”
410-768-5522
Before It’s Too Late (Opioid Hotline)

We Inform You


Emergency Alert Message: Alerting tone and message via radio,
TV, cable, and satellite entertainment systems



Wireless Emergency Alert: Emergency management officials can
use the cellular system to send emergency messages over a
wide area via cell phones



Code RED: We notify our citizens of emergencies by dialing their
landline phones and leaving a voice message. Or you can
optionally register here or call 410-222-0600 to have emergency
messages pushed to your smartphone as text, email, or voice
message

800-422-0009
Disaster Distress Helpline
800-985-5990
Maryland Youth Crisis Hotline
800-422-0009
National Suicide Prevention Hotline
800-784-2433
National Veterans’ Crisis Line
800-273-8255
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