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Sharing the belief that every
county employee should have the
opportunity to feel safe at work,
Hamilton Tyler and Phil
Culpepper in the Office of Law
did not hesitate to offer support to
Risk Management Safety to
develop a training program that
would empower public facing
employees. This collaborative
partnership culminated in the
creation of  “Situational
Awareness in the Workplace,” a
comprehensive, in-person and
online training program available

to all county employees. This multifaceted training approach was designed to encourage
dialogue and equip attendees to effectively navigate difficult situations. Attendees benefited
from a combination of instructor led training sessions, reference materials, interactive
scenario-based simulations and onsite visual aids.

The Office of Law was fundamental in reviewing all training materials and resources to
ensure legal compliance. Ham and Phil’s vast knowledge of the law and County operations
offered employees a distinct perspective on lawful responses, and provided practical and
skills-focused guidance to promote confidence in employees during interactions with the
public. Phil and Ham attended all training sessions, answering questions and addressing
concerns regarding situations that employees would otherwise find challenging.

Hamilton Tyler has served as a trial attorney in the Office of Law since 2000 and currently
serves as Deputy County Attorney, a position he has held since 2017.   With decades of
experience in civil litigation, Ham works closely with the Litigation team in defending the
County against civil claims of all kinds and advising various departments on how to
affirmatively minimize liability risks.
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Phil Culpepper has served as a trial attorney in the Office of Law since 2009 and currently
serves as Supervising County Attorney of  the Litigation team, a position he has held since
2021.  In addition to supervising the attorney staff, Phil litigates many of the most complex
civil claims raised against the County, both at the trial and appellate level.  Phil is also one of
the staff advisors to Risk Management and the public safety departments and works closely
with Ham to advise those departments on how to minimize liability risks.

Risk Management would like to thank Hamilton Tyler and Phil Culpepper in the Office of
Law for their commitment to safety and their contribution to this training program. We
congratulate them on being selected as the recipients of the Spotlight on Safety Award.


