
 

COUNTYCOUNCIL OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Minutes of 

Virtual EMERGENCY Legislative Session 2020, Legislative Day No. 33 

December 15, 2020 – 9:00 A.M. 

 

 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sarah Lacey at 9:00 A.M. Mr. .Pruski gave 

the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by Ms. Fiedler. The meeting was held 

remotely via Zoom Webinar, beginning with roll call of all present. The Auditor’s Office was 

represented by the County Auditor Susan Smith. 
 

 The following members of the County Council were present: 

 

  Sarah Lacey    First District 

    Allison M. Pickard   Second District 

  Andrew C. Pruski   Fourth District   

    Amanda Fiedler   Fifth District  

  Lisa D.B. Rodvien   Sixth District 

  Jessica Haire    Seventh District 

 

 Nathan Volke, Third District, arrived at 9:02 A.M. 

 

OPEN MEETINGS ACT 

 

JoAnne Gray, Administrative Officer, read a statement from the County Attorney regarding 

the Open Meetings Act. She stated the Md. Open Meetings Act, a state law, requires public 

meetings to be open to the public and to be “held in places reasonably accessible to individuals 

who would like to attend these meetings.” In addition, provisions of the County Charter and the 

rules of the County Council require meetings to be open to the public and held at the County seat, 

meaning Annapolis. 

   

The virtual format of this meeting of the County Council is due to the COVID-19 

emergency and is necessary in light of the serious health risks associated with public gatherings, 

as well as the various Executive Orders from the Governor and the County Executive limiting 

public gatherings. While a virtual meeting of this type was not envisioned by the Open Meetings 

Act, steps have been taken to ensure that this virtual meeting includes alternate accessibility 

features that the Open Meetings Act Compliance Board and the Courts have reviewed and 

approved, such as having a call-in phone number that allows anyone with a telephone to call and 

listen to the meeting, broadcasting the meeting with video and audio on cable TV and on the Web, 

allowing written public comments to the legislation be filed with the Clerk and considered by the 

Council, and now allowing the public to call in or appear via zoom and testify live. The County 

Office of Law has opined that the public access provided by this technology makes this virtual 

meeting reasonably accessible to the public, as required by the OMA. 

 

The Office of Law has also reviewed whether, with these technological features in place, 

it is still necessary to suspend Council Rules 3-105 and 3-106 that require public participation and 

reasonable seating for the public and the media. The conclusion is that it is not necessary to suspend 

these rules, for the same reason they have concluded that the measures implemented by the Council 

for virtual meetings satisfy the reasonable accessibility requirement under the OMA. The virtual 

format of the meetings allows public participation and media access, as required by the Rules, and 



also allows unlimited participation that is not subject to seat capacity limits in the chambers or in 

the building. For these reasons, they have concluded that the requirements of Rules 3-105 and 3-

106 are being satisfied and therefore it is not necessary to waive these rules. Council has also asked 

whether it is necessary to suspend Rule 3-102 and 3-103, which require the meeting to be held at 

the County seat. In 2013, at the request of the Council, the OOL opined that a councilmember who 

was appearing at a meeting via a live video monitor would satisfy the venue requirement through 

virtual presence. It is noted that the Administrative Officer to the Council controls the hearing and 

is present in the Arundel Center during meetings, and the virtual meeting is hosted by the Assistant 

Admin Officer from a location in Annapolis. Those factors support the OOL’s conclusion that the 

meetings are being held at the County seat and therefore it is not necessary to suspend Rules 3-

102 and 3-103. 

 

ETHICS STATEMENT 

 

 JoAnne Gray, Administrative Officer, stated that under certain circumstances, members of 

the public may qualify as lobbyists when they testify before the County Council. If so, the law 

requires that certain information be filed with the Ethics Commission. The Chairman of the Ethics 

Commission has asked that those who wish to testify in any form review the General Information 

on Lobbying sheet located on the Ethics Web Site under Forms and Publications. If there are any 

questions about lobbying requirements, please contact the Ethics Commission at 410-222-4413. 

 

PRELIMINARY MOTION 
 

 On motion of Mr. Pruski, seconded by Ms. Rodvien, the Council voted that the partial 

reading of any bill, resolution, minutes, or amendment constitutes the reading of the whole. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

 

BILL NO. 107-20 – AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE concerning: Current Expense Budget 

– Fund Transfer and Supplementary Appropriations - FOR the purpose of transferring 

appropriations of funds between certain offices, departments, institutions, boards, 

commissions or other agencies in the general fund; making supplementary appropriations 

from unanticipated revenues to certain offices, departments, institutions, boards, 

commissions or other agencies in the general fund and to certain special funds of the 

County government for the current fiscal year; making this Ordinance an emergency 

measure; and generally relating to transferring appropriations of funds and making 

supplementary appropriations of funds to the current expense budget for the fiscal year 

ending June 30, 2021. 

    by Ms. Lacey, Chairman 

           (by request of the County Executive) 

 

BILL NO. 108-20 - AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE concerning: Third-Party Food Delivery 

Service Fees - FOR the purpose of limiting third-party food delivery service fees; and 

making this Ordinance an emergency measure. 

     by Ms. Lacey, Chairman 

           (by request of the County Executive) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 There being no further business, on motion of Ms. Pickard, seconded by Ms. Haire, the 

meeting adjourned at 9:08 A.M.. 

  

 

   Respectfully submitted, 

 

   /s/ Susan Cline 

 

                by Susan F. Cline 

 

 

   /s/ JoAnne Gray 

 

                for JoAnne Gray 

   Administrative Officer 


