
 
 

 
COUNTY COUNCIL OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Minutes of  
Virtual Budget Session 2020, Legislative Day No. 19 

May 20, 2020 – 6:00 P.M. 
 
 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allison Pickard at 9:00 A.M. Ms. Lacey 
asked for a moment of silence to reflect on the proceedings, followed by Ms. Fiedler leading the 
Pledge of Allegiance. The meeting was held remotely via Zoom Webinar, beginning with roll 
call of all present. The Auditor’s Office was represented by the County Auditor Susan Smith. 
                                                                    
 The following members of the County Council were present: 
 
  Sarah Lacey    First District 

Allison Pickard   Second District 
 Nathan Volke Third District 
  Andrew C. Pruski   Fourth District   

Amanda Fiedler   Fifth District 
Lisa D.B. Rodvien   Sixth District 

  Jessica Haire    Seventh District 
 
OPEN MEETINGS ACT 
 

JoAnne Gray, Administrative Officer, read a Statement from the County Attorney 
regarding the Open Meetings Act. She stated that the Md. Open Meetings Act, a state law, requires 
public meetings to be open to the public and to be “held in places reasonably accessible to 
individuals who would like to attend these meetings.” [Gen’l. Prov. Art., § 3-102(c)]. The virtual 
format of this meeting of the County Council is due to the COVID-19 emergency and is necessary 
in light of the serious health risks associated with public gatherings, as well as the Governor’s 
various Executive Orders limiting public gatherings. While a virtual meeting of this type was not 
envisioned by the Open Meetings Act, steps have been taken to ensure that this virtual meeting 
includes alternate accessibility features that the Open Meetings Act Compliance Board and the 
Courts have reviewed and approved, such as having a call-in phone number that allows anyone 
with a telephone to call and listen to the meeting, broadcasting the meeting with video and audio 
on cable TV and on the Web, and allowing written public comments to the legislation be filed with 
the Clerk and considered by the Council. The County Office of Law has opined that the public 
access provided by this technology makes this virtual meeting reasonably accessible to the public 
and therefore complies with the Open Meetings Act. 

 
ETHICS STATEMENT 
 
 The Ethics Commission has asked that I advise you that under certain circumstances, 
members of the public may qualify as lobbyists when they testify before the County Council.  If 
so, the law requires that certain information be filed with the Ethics Commission.  The Chairman 
of the Ethics Commission has asked that those who wish to testify in any form review the General 
Information on Lobbying sheet located on the Ethics Web Site under Forms and Publications.  If 
there are any questions about lobbying requirements, please contact the Ethics Commission at 410-
222-4413. 

 
 



 

SUSPENSION OF RULES 
 
 On motion of Mr. Pruski, seconded by Ms. Lacey, the Council voted to suspend Rules 3-
103, 3-105, and 3-106 for this meeting by the following roll call: 
 
 Aye –Ms. Fiedler, Ms. Rodvien, Ms. Haire, Ms. Lacey, Mr. Volke, Mr. Pruski, Ms. Pickard 
 
 Nay – None 
  
PRELIMINARY MOTION 
 
 On motion of Ms. Lacey, seconded by Ms. Rodvien, the Council voted that the partial 
reading of any bill, resolution, or minutes constitutes the reading of the whole. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – BUDGET BILLS 
 
 BILL NO. 26-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Annual Budget and Appropriation 

Ordinance of Anne Arundel County - FOR the purpose of adopting the County Budget, 
consisting of the Current Expense Budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, the 
Capital Budget for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, the Capital Program for the fiscal 
years ending June 30, 2021, June 30, 2022, June 30, 2023, June 30, 2024, June 30, 2025, 
and June 30, 2026; and appropriating funds for all expenditures for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2020, and ending June 30, 2021. 

   by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
   (by request of the County Executive) 
 
 BILL NO. 27-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Tax Levies – Special Community Benefit 

Districts, Shore Erosion Control Districts, and Waterways Improvement Districts – FOR 
the purpose of levying and imposing the tax rates for special community benefit districts, 
shore erosion control districts, and waterways improvement districts required by the 
County Budget for Fiscal Year 2021. 

  by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
          (by request of the County Executive) 
 
 BILL NO. 28-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Tax Levies – Arundel Gateway Special 

Taxing District – FOR the purpose of levying and imposing the tax rates for the Arundel 
Gateway Special Taxing District required by the County Budget for Fiscal Year 2021. 

  by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
                       (by request of the County Executive) 
 
 BILL NO. 29-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Tax Levies – Arundel Mills Special 

Taxing District – FOR the purpose of levying and imposing the tax rates for the Arundel 
Mills Special Taxing District required by the County Budget for Fiscal Year 2021. 

  by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
                  (by request of the County Executive) 
 
 
 



 

 BILL NO. 30-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Tax Levies – Dorchester Special Taxing 
District – FOR the purpose of levying and imposing the tax rates for the Dorchester 
Special Taxing District required by the County Budget for Fiscal Year 2021. 

  by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
          (by request of the County Executive) 
 
 BILL NO. 31-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Tax Levies – Farmington Village Special 

Taxing District – FOR the purpose of levying and imposing the tax rates for the 
Farmington Village Special Taxing District required by the County Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021. 

  by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
          (by request of the County Executive) 
  
 BILL NO. 32-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Tax Levies – National Business Park 

Special Taxing District – FOR the purpose of levying and imposing the tax rates for the 
National Business Park Special Taxing District required by the County Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021. 

  by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
               (by request of the County Executive) 
 
 BILL NO. 33-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Tax Levies – National Business Park-

North Special Taxing District– FOR the purpose of levying and imposing the tax rates 
for the National Business Park-North Special Taxing District required by the County 
Budget for Fiscal Year 2021. 

  by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
                       (by request of the County Executive) 
 
 BILL NO. 34-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Tax Levies – Two Rivers Special Taxing 

District – FOR the purpose of levying and imposing the tax rates for the Two Rivers 
Special Taxing District required by the County Budget for Fiscal Year 2021. 

  by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
                       (by request of the County Executive) 
 
 BILL NO. 35-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Tax Levies – Village South at Waugh 

Chapel Special Taxing District – FOR the purpose of levying and imposing the tax rates 
for the Village South at Waugh Chapel Special Taxing District required by the County 
Budget for Fiscal Year 2021. 

  by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
                       (by request of the County Executive) 
 
 BILL NO. 36-20 – AN ORDINANCE concerning: Property Tax and Semiannual Payment 

Service Charge – FOR the purpose of levying and imposing a property tax for the use of 
Anne Arundel County for the taxable year beginning July 1, 2020, and ending June 30, 
2021; fixing the rate of the County property tax for the taxable year; and establishing the 
service charge to be paid by a property owner electing to pay real property taxes and all 
other taxes and charges billed on the real property tax bill under a semiannual payment 
schedule. 

  by Ms. Pickard, Chair 
                       (by request of the County Executive) 



 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 Jim Beauchamp, Budget Officer for Anne Arundel County, gave an overview of the 
Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2021. (A copy of Ms. Beauchamp’s statement is attached to these 
minutes.) 
 
 Dr. George Arlotto, Superintendent of Schools, spoke on the need for funding to complete 
West County Elementary School. (A copy of Dr. Arlotto’s statement is attached to these minutes.) 
 
 Michele Corkadel, President, Borad of Education of Anne Arundel County, requested 
funding go towards the social/emotional development for the students. (A copy of Ms. Corkadel’s 
statement is attached to these minutes.) 
 
 Russell Leone, President, AACo TAAAC, requested the Council support the County 
Executive’s Education Budget. (A copy of Mr. Leone’s statement is attached to these minutes.) 
 

Helen Wilkerson, President, Secretaries, and Assistants Association of Anne Arundel 
County, requested the Council to fully fund the Education Budget. (A copy of Ms. Wilkerson’s 
statement is attached to these minutes.) 

 
William T. Myers, President, Association of Educational Leaders, requested the Council 

to fully fund the Education Budget with raises to teachers. (A copy of Mr. Myers’s statement is 
attached to these minutes.) 

 
Lisa Shore, Secretary, Anne Arundel County Council of PTAs, requested funding for 

mental health projects and to go towards tightening the achievement gap. (A copy of Ms. Shore’s 
statement is attached to these minutes.) 

 
Skip Auld, CEO, Anne Arundel County Public Libraries, gave an update on the library’s 

progress through the coronavirus. (A copy of Mr. Auld’s statement is attached to these minutes.) 
 

 The Chairman called for the public hearing on FY21 Budget Bills. The Administrative 
Officer stated there had been 25 submissions of testimony received and reviewed by the Council 
and posted on the Council web site, which were all read into the record. A copy of the testimony 
will be included in the permanent legislative record. The hearing was concluded. 
 
ADJORNMENT 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Pruski, seconded by Ms. Rodvien, the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:07 P.M. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                      Respectfully submitted, 
 
                                  /s/ Anna Macaulay 
   
   By:  Anna Macaulay 
 
 
                /s/ JoAnne Gray 
 
   For:  JoAnne Gray 
                                                                               Administrative Officer                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Jim Beauchamp 
 
Madam Chair and Council members – my name is Jim Beauchamp, Budget Officer for Anne 
Arundel County.  Please allow me to give you and the participating public an overview of 
County Executive Steuart Pittman’s Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2021. 
 
The Proposed Budget seeks to find that point of balance between:  responding to the COVID-19 
pandemic in a responsible way, while continuing to provide the services our citizens deserve and 
expect. 
 
The FY21 General Fund Proposed Budget is 1 billion, 719 million, 224 Thousand, 300 hundred 
dollars.  This represents a minor increase of 1.4 percent – or 23 million dollars – over the current 
year’s budget.  
 
 The slight increase in the projected budget can be largely attributed to the tax rate changes 
implemented last year – otherwise, revenue projections for FY21 would have decreased by 64 
million dollars from FY20.  For FY21 – the income tax rate is proposed to remain the same and 
the property tax rate will see a very small decrease.  Overall, property taxes will account for 45 
percent of total General Fund Revenue.  Local income tax collections are expected to feel the 
impact of the economic hardships our citizens and businesses are experiencing – for FY21, local 
income taxes make up about 34 percent of General Fund revenue. Let me add that utility user 
rates will not be increased, either. 
 
Expenditures in this budget generally follow the pattern of expenditures in the FY20 budget. 
Spending will be constrained by continuing a hiring freeze that was implemented this past April 
as well as other efforts to direct resources towards a response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  All 
within the envelope of lower revenues than previously projected. 
 
The Board of Education is the single largest component of spending, with 44 percent of the total 
appropriations.  The County is funding the school system with the Maintenance of Effort amount 
of 748 million dollars, an increase of 14.8 million over last year.  Anne Arundel Community 
College will receive 45.4 million dollars in this proposed budget and the public library system 
will receive 24.6 million. 
 
Public safety is the second largest component of spending, allocated a total of 3 hundred 40 
million dollars – or 20 percent of total appropriations.  Public safety is important every year, but 
this year particularly so – to insure that we have the ability to response to COVID-19, public 
safety positions are NOT subject to the hiring freeze. 
 
A point of emphasis in this year’s budget is strengthening the Health Department and its 
affiliated services to the community – the Departments of Aging and Social Services.  This is 
demonstrated in enhanced funding for school nurses, continued funding for the Wellmobile, and 
other front-line efforts that will have a direct impact on the health & welfare of our citizens – 
young & old. 
 
The Capital Improvement Program, or CIP, covers the proposed capital budget for FY21 plus the 
following 5 years, for a six year plan.  The total increases in debt service to fund the CIP over 
those six years is below the amount indicated in our Debt Affordability Model. 
 



 

The immediate economic outlook did not have as direct of an impact on the CIP – these capital 
projects are long-lived assets that will prepare us for the future. 
 
For FY21, the proposed capital budget includes 352 million, 637 thousand, 6 hundred dollars in 
projects funded by all sources.  Approximately 42 percent of that is for Board of Education 
projects. 
 
This year, the Permanent Public Improvements – or PPI – Fund will kickoff with almost 42 
million dollars in capital projects for transportation improvements, public safety infrastructure, 
and school construction projects. 
 
All in all, this is a responsible and balanced budget that is dialed in to address the unique 
circumstances we now face.  This administration has been forced to throttle some ongoing 
initiatives and delay implementing other, new initiatives.  But we have maintained and even 
strengthened some of those core services that our citizens and businesses count on and expect 
from Anne Arundel County. 
 
Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to provide an overview of the Proposed Fiscal Year 
2021 Budget.  Please remember that the complete Proposed Budget is available for viewing or 
download on the county’s website – aacounty.org or through the Anne Arundel Public Libraries. 
 
Thank you   -   Madam Chair? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Russell Leone 
 
Good evening Council Chair Pickard and members of the Council. I am Russell Leone, an 
elementary school teacher and President of the Teachers Association of Anne Arundel County. 
First, I want to acknowledge the many residents of the county who have risen to the challenge 
presented by COVID-19. Thank you to the men & women of the police, fire, and health services 
who are on the front lines for the well-being and safety of our citizens throughout this pandemic. 
Also, thank you to the families who have found themselves as partners in education on a whole 
new level. This has truly been an unforgettable, life-altering journey. But tonight I am here for 
our educators and teachers. These two months have taught us how essential teachers are to the 
emotional and social health of our students in addition to their academic growth. Overnight, we 
had to shift the very nature and essence of our training as teachers as we moved into a virtual 
space. Our teachers and educators also serve essential needs of our communities in our own way. 

• Providing a familiar and safe space for our students to meet 
• Showing compassion and support in learning 
• Connecting with our students and building stronger relationships 

All things we have done before, but now in a much different and unfamiliar space. 
The normal pattern of past years would see me sharing numbers and statistics with you, but as 
we all know there is no normal these days. It is difficult for me to fully advocate for our needs. 
We recognize the impact of unemployment numbers and the inequities in access to food and 
resources this crisis has highlighted. Tonight, I remind you that these have also impacted our 
teachers and their families. In this shutdown, many of our teachers’ spouses lost jobs. Teachers 
who relied on a second or third jobs to cover bills have lost that portion of their income. 
We must remember that in 2008, when faced with another economic challenge, teachers felt the 
greatest impact and did so for another decade, falling far behind our neighbors in other service 
fields. Year after year we waited our turn and did what we do best, taught the children of Anne 
Arundel County. It wasn’t until last year—a good year—supported by this Council that we saw a 
path forward toward equity. We must not let our teachers move backwards. We have felt the 
outpouring of appreciation and support from families we work with as we provide our best to 
them. I know several of you have children in our schools and have shared with me the amazing 
job of your children’s teachers. We must continue to recognize this through this budget. 
The challenges we are facing now are not going to disappear when the next school year begins. 
Teachers are going to be required to continue to adapt as we build on the lessons we learned 
since March 13. It will be essential to keep our teachers here and not looking other places due to 
compensation gaps. I know it sounds like year after year we are here for money. I am here 
tonight for stability in our workforce. Teachers who stay in their schools build solid relationships 
with their kids and the community. I’m here for the expertise that teachers who have been well- 
trained in AACPS will share and pass on to their colleagues, further enriching the learning 
experience of our kids. These can only be achieved when we value teachers as the professionals 
they are. 
 I ask that you fully support the proposed education budget and honor your past efforts to move 
teachers and educators forward. This really is for our students, for our schools, for our future. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Helen Wilkerson 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

William Myers 

 

 Good evening Chairman Pickard and Council Members.  For the record, I am William T. 

Myers, President of the Association of Educational Leaders, Principal of South River High 

School and long-time resident of Anne Arundel County.  My organization represents all 

principals, assistant principals, coordinators of instructional programs and special assistants for 

safe and orderly schools, 

 

 I want to begin by thanking Dr. Arlotto for his continued support of all school employees.  

He clearly understands the complexity for our daily work and has strived to provide appropriate 

resources and compensation for our efforts.  I also want to applaud County Executive Pittman.  

He has been a man of his word.  He is willing to work collaboratively with our Superintendent in 

order to support the most generous funding possible for education.   

 

 The effects of a world-wide pandemic have literally changed our lives.  Perhaps what has 

been made abundantly clear is the importance of our teachers.  Just ask any parent trying to 

balance their work at home with children who are on an e-learning platform what a teacher is 

worth.  My request tonight is simple.  Wherever possible augment the Superintendent’s budget 

request.  Every employee in our school system deserves a bonus for the amazing job they have 

done and continue to do.  Provide the resources necessary to reduce class size, provide for safe 

schools and increase the capacity for counseling and mental health.  Help us keep and attract 

strong leadership in our schools.  I will conclude with a quote from Malcom X, “Education is the 

passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today.”  I ask you, the 

County Council, to help us prepare for the future and through your actions today. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Lisa Shore 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Skip Auld 
 

 

• Good evening.  

• Thank you to the County Council members for allowing me the opportunity to speak.  

• My name is Skip Auld and I have the pleasure as serving as the Library’s Chief 

Executive Officer.  

• I’m with you this evening to give a brief update on the library’s progress over the last 

year and to provide our tentative plans for reopening.  

• First, let me say thank you to our loyal customers for your support over the last three 

months.  

• You’ve sent us messages of encouragement, checked out eBooks, streamed movies on 

Kanopy, tuned into virtual programs and taken advantage of our free online tutoring with 

Brainfuse.  

• We are so very grateful you still love the library - even if it’s an online library at the 

moment.  

• Since we closed in March, we have been serving our customers in new ways like daily 

storytimes on Facebook and programs for all ages on Zoom.  

• We’ve ordered tens of thousands of new eBook titles and provided customer access at 

home to resources like Ancestry.com and our Foundation Grant database.  

• We’ve provided elearning resources to families struggling to support their students who 

are learning at home.  

• And we are pleased to announce Contactless Curbside Pick Up which will begin on June 

8 at most locations.  

• Please visit our website at www.aacpl.net for details.  

• We forward to seeing everyone back in the library as early as June 15.  

• Getting to the budget, we appreciate the County Executive keeping our funding fairly 

stable and look forward to beginning work on the new Glen Burnie Library in FY 2024.  

• I’d like to also thank the council for their continued support of our libraries and I’m 

happy to answer any questions.  

 

http://www.aacpl.net/

