
 

COUNTYCOUNCIL   OF   ANNE   ARUNDEL   COUNTY,   MARYLAND  
Minutes   of  

Virtual   Legislative   Session   2020,   Legislative   Day   No.   9  
April   20,   2020   –   7:00   P.M.  

 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Chairman  Allison  Pickard  at  7:00  P.M.  Ms.  Fiedler                

gave  the  Invocation  and  led  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance.  The  meeting  was  held  remotely  via                
Zoom  Webinar,  beginning  with  roll  call  of  all  present.  The  Auditor’s  Office  was  represented  by                
the   County   Auditor   Susan   Smith.  
   

The   following   members   of   the   County   Council   were   present:  
 

Sarah   Lacey First   District  
Allison   M.   Pickard Second   District  
Nathan   Volke Third   District  
Andrew   C.   Pruski Fourth   District  

    Amanda   Fiedler Fifth   District  
Lisa   D.B.   Rodvien Sixth   District  
Jessica   Haire Seventh   District  

 
ETHICS   STATEMENT  
 

JoAnne  Gray,  Administrative  Officer,  announced  that  under  certain  circumstances,          
members  of  the  public  may  qualify  as  lobbyists  when  they  testify  before  the  County  Council.  If                 
so,  the  law  requires  that  certain  information  be  filed  with  the  Ethics  Commission.  The  Chairman                
of  the  Ethics  Commission  has  asked  that  those  who  wish  to  testify  in  any  form  review  the                  
General  Information  on  Lobbying  sheet  located  on  the  Ethics  Web  Site  under  Forms  and               
Publications.  If  there  are  any  questions  about  lobbying  requirements,  please  contact  the  Ethics              
Commission   at   410-222-4413  
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 

Greg  Swain,  County  Attorney,  spoke  on  the  Open  Meeting  Act.  A  copy  of  Mr.  Swain’s                
statement   is   attached   to   the   official   copy   of   these   minutes.  
 

Ms.  Pickard  stated  that  every  effort  is  being  made  to  reach  and  include  members  of  the                 
public.  Starting  today,  the  packet  of  important  materials  that  we  use  during  our  meetings  will  be                 
posted  as  an  “e-packet”  on  the  Council  website  prior  to  the  start  of  meetings.  Look  for  the                  
button  on  our  home  page.  Tonight’s  e-packet  contains  the  slides  for  a  presentation  we  will                
receive   from   the   Health   Officer.   
  

She  also  stated  that  in  addition,  the  online  testimony  tool  is  up  and  running.  This  tool  can                  
be  used  to  submit  general  comments  or  testimony  specific  to  a  bill  or  resolution.  If  comments  or                  
testimony   is   received   early   enough,   it   will   be   read   into   the   record   for   all   to   hear.  
 

Dr.  Nilesh  Kalyanaraman,  Anne  Arundel  County  Health  Officer,  presented  a  COVID-19            
Update.  A  copy  of  Dr.  Kalyanaraman’s  presentation  is  attached  to  the  official  copy  of  these                
minutes.  



 
Stuart  Pittman,  County  Executive,  Matt  Power,  Deputy  Chief  Administrative  Officer,  Kai            

Boggess-deBruin,  Deputy  Chief  Administrative  Officer,  presented  information  on  the  County’s           
response  to  the  COVID-19  emergency.  A  copy  of  each  presentation  is  attached  to  the  official                
copy   of   these   minutes.  
 

Peter  Baron,  Director,  Government  Affairs,  and  Chris  Trumbauer,  Director  of  Policy  and             
Communications,   and   Lori   Blair   Klasmeier,   Legislative   Deputy   County   Attorney,   Office   of   Law,  
were   also   in   attendance.   
 
SUSPENSION   OF   RULES  
 

On  motion  of  Ms.  Lacey,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  the  Council  voted  to  suspend  Rules  3-105                 
and   4-105   for   this   meeting   by   the   following   roll   call:  
 

Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Ms.   Lacey,   Mr.   Volke,   Mr.   Pruski,   Ms.   Fiedler,   Ms.   Rodvien,  
      Ms.   Pickard  

Nay   –   None  
 
INVITATION   TO   AUDIENCE  
 

JoAnne   Gray,   Administrative   Officer,   read   the   written   testimonies   for   the   record:  
 

Mike  Boryk,  Jessup,  wrote  on  reopening  the  Ft  Smallwood  boat  ramp  which  has  been               
closed   due   to   COVID-19.  
 

Joyce  Rosencranz,  Millersville,  wrote on  the  County  providing  funds  to  provide access           
to virtual for   people   for   AA,   NA,   etc.   meetings.  
 

JoAnne   Gray,   Administrative   Officer,   read   the   written   testimonies   for   the   record.  
 
ITEMS   NOT   ON   THE   AGENDA  
 

Ms.  Lacey  congratulated  Ms.  Emily  Davis,  who  was  named  Anne  Arundel  County  Public              
Schools”   Teacher   of   the   Year.    She   teaches   at   Brooklyn   Park   Middle   School.  
 
PRELIMINARY   MOTION  
 

On  motion  of  Ms.  Lacey,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  the  Council  voted  that  the  partial  reading                 
of   any   bill,   resolution,   minutes,   or   amendment   constitutes   the   reading   of   the   whole.  
 
APPROVAL   OF   MINUTES  
 

On  motion  of  Ms.  Lacey,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  the  minutes  of  March  16,  2020,  March                 
20,   2020,   and   April   14,   2020,   were   approved   as   presented.  
 

Ms.  Pickard  stated  that  there  were  no  new  resolutions  or  bills  to  be  introduced  this  evening.                 
Ms.  Pickard  said  that  now  that  we  are  in  the  full  swing  of  conducting  meetings  virtually,  we  need                   



 

to  get  back  to  all  previously  introduced  bills  and  schedule  hearings  and  votes.  We  are  going  to  do                   
a   series   of   motions   to   accomplish   this  

 
On  motion  of  Ms.  Lacey,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  the  Council  voted  to  amend  the  previous                 

motion  to  postpone  the  hearing  and  vote  on  Bill  Nos.  2-20,  8-20,  9-20,  10-20,  11-20,  12-20,                 
13-20,   and   14-20   until   a   date   still   to   be   determined   be   amended   to   provide   that:   

 
(1)  the  hearing  and  vote  on  Bill  Nos.  2-20  and  8-20  shall  be  postponed  until  May  4,                  

2020,  
(2)  the  hearing  and  vote  on  Bill  Nos.  10-20,  11-20,  and  12-20,  shall  be  postponed  until                 
May   11,   2020,  
(3)  the  hearing  and  vote  on  Bills  Nos.  13-20  and  14-20  shall  be  postponed  until  May  18,                  
2020   and   
(4)  the  hearing  and  vote  on  Bill  No.  9-20  shall  be  postponed  until  May  26,  2020,  if                  

passed.  
 

by   the   following   roll   call   vote:  
 

Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Ms.   Lacey,   Mr.   Volke,   Mr.   Pruski,   Ms.   Fiedler,   Ms.   Rodvien,  
          Ms.   Pickard  

Nay   –   None  
 

On  motion  of  Ms.  Lacey,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  the  Council  voted  to  postpone  the  hearing                 
and   vote   on   Bill   No.   19-20   until   May   4,   2020   by   the   following   roll   call   vote:  

 
Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Ms.   Lacey,   Mr.   Pruski,   Ms.   Fiedler,   Ms.   Rodvien,   Ms.   Pickard  
Nay   –   Mr.   Volke  
 
On  motion  of  Ms.  Lacey,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  the  Council  voted  to  postpone  the  hearing                 

and   vote   on   Bill   No.   16-20,   until   May   18,   2020   by   the   following   roll   call   vote:  
 
Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Ms.   Lacey,   Mr.   Volke,   Mr.   Pruski,   Ms.   Fiedler,   Ms.   Rodvien,  
            Ms.   Pickard  
Nay   –   None  
 

On  motion  of  Ms.  Lacey,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  the  Council  voted  to  postpone  the  hearing                 
and   vote   on   Bill   Nos.   17-10   and   18-20   until   May   26,   2020   by   the   following   roll   call   vote:  
 

Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Ms.   Lacey,   Mr.   Volke,   Mr.   Pruski,   Ms.   Fiedler,   Ms.   Rodvien,  
            Ms.   Pickard  

Nay   –   None  
 

On  motion  of  Ms.  Lacey,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  the  Council  voted  to  postpone  the  hearing                 
and  vote  on  Bill  Nos.  20-20,  21-20,  22-20,  and  23-20  until  June  1,  2020  by  the  following  roll  call                    
vote:  
 
 
 



Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Ms.   Lacey,   Mr.   Volke,   Mr.   Pruski,   Ms.   Fiedler,   Ms.   Rodvien,  
                     Ms.   Pickard  

Nay   –   None  
 
 
PUBLIC   HEARING   AND   FINAL   READING   AND   VOTE  
 

The  Chairman  called  for  the  public  hearing  on  Bill  No.  25-20,  an  Emergency  Ordinance               
concerning:  Current  Expense  Budget  –  Emergency  and  Supplementary  Appropriations  –           
COVID-19  Response  –  FOR  the  purpose  of  making  emergency  and  supplementary            
appropriations  and  transfers  of  contingent  funds;  making  supplementary  appropriations  from           
unanticipated  revenues  and  from  unappropriated  fund  balance  in  the  General  Fund  for             
COVID-19  response  to  certain  funds  in  the  budget  for  the  current  fiscal  year;  making  this                
ordinance  an  emergency  ordinance;  and  generally  relating  to  emergency  and  supplementary            
appropriation  and  transfer  of  funds  to  the  Current  Expense  Budget  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June                 
30,   2020,   and   the   Administrative   Officer   read   the   title.  
 

Peter  Baron,  Director,  Government  Affairs,  introduced  Chris  Trumbauer,  Director  of  Policy            
and  Communications,  and  Lori  Blair  Klasmeier,  Legislative  Deputy  County  Attorney,  Office  of             
Law,  at  the  virtual  table.  Mr.  Baron  stated  that  in  the  virtual  waiting  room  were  Matt  Power,                  
Chief  Administrative  Officer,  Dr.  Kai  Boggess-deBruin,  Deputy  Chief  Administrative  Officer,           
Health  &  Human  Services,  Jim  Beauchamp,  Budget  Officer,  Steven  Theroux,  Budget  Office,             
Karin  McQuade,  Controller,  Office  of  Finance,  Michael  Beard,  Office  of  Finance,  Dr.  Nilesh              
Kalyanaraman,  Anne  Arundel  County  Health  Officer,  Billie  Penley,  Chief  Financial  Officer,            
Department  of  Health,  Kathy  Koch,  Arundel  Community  Development  Services,  and  Greg            
Swain,   County   Attorney.  
 

Mr.  Baron  stated  that  Bill  No.  25-20  is  the  most  important  bill  he  has  ever  worked  on  in                   
terms  of  saving  lives.  He  encouraged  residents  to  use  the  resources  that  are  available  to  them                 
should  they  have  any  questions.  For  health  related  questions  regarding  COVID-19  they  may  call               
the  health  line  at  410-222-7256  or  email COVID-19info@aacounty.org .  Residents  who  have            
general  question  are  asked  to  call  410-222-0600.  Mr.  Baron  said  that  this  kind  of  situation                
affects  everyone  and  if  any  resident  needs  someone  to  talk  to  he  encouraged  them  to  call  the                  
community   warm     line   at   410-222-5522.   
 

Mr.   Baron   said   that   Mr.   Trumbauer   would   be   going   into   the   details   of   Bill   25-20.  
 

Mr.  Trumbauer  stated  that  Section  1  of  the  bill  takes  the  remaining  fund  balance  of  the                 
County’s  General  Fund  and  deposits  it  in  a  Contingency  Fund  for  the  Health  Department  for                
Disease  Prevention  &  Management  Supplies  &  Materials.  There  is  $11,750,000  remaining  in  the              
CAO’s  contingency  fund,  and  an  additional  $27,000,000  remaining  in  other  parts  of  the  General               
Fund,  and  all  of  this  money  is  being  put  into  the  Department  of  Health.  The  reason  this  is  being                    
done  is  to  give  the  County  the  ability  to  utilize  these  funds  when  there  is  an  opportunity  to  be                    
able  to  buy  supplies  or  services  that  are  critically  needed  to  respond  to  the  COVID  crisis.  It  has                   
the  ability  to  track  these  funds  and  to  spend  it  in  the  right  procurement  posture.  Also  by  placing                   
this  funding  in  the  Health  Department,  it  is  very  clear  that  the  money  will  be  utilized  for  COVID,                   
and  ultimately  it  will  be  reimbursable  by  the  federal  support  funds  that  are  coming  to  the  County.                  
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Mr.  Trumbauer  stated  that  $101,000,000  of  direct  aid  will  be  coming  to  the  County  through  the                 
federal   CARES   Act.  
 

Mr.  Trumbauer  stated  that  Section  2  of  the  bill  creates  18  landing  spots  for  the  federal  aid                  
money  that  the  County  is  expecting.  The  way  that  it  does  this  is  to  take  a  budget  character  and                    
add  in  eight  different  agencies.  Some  of  them  get  what  is  called  child  groups  from  the  parent                  
groups,  and  that  is  why  there  are  18  total.  This  is  everywhere  the  County  may  expect  to  utilize                   
the  federal  dollars.  In  order  for  the  County  to  do  that  there  must  be  a  place  in  the  budget  to  put  it                       
so  that  is  why  eight  different  agencies  are  being  created.  The  $1,000  amounts  are  simply                
placeholders  that  create  the  budget  characters.  These  will  be  utilized  in  the  future  when  the                
County  receives  the  actual  money  at  which  time  the  money  will  be  placed  in  the  budget                 
characters   for   the   Administration   to   spend   on   various   COVID   related   expenses.  
 

Mr.  Trumbauer  stated  that  Section  3  is  a  specific  federal  grant  that  the  County  receives                
from  HUD,  and  this  is  why  this  amount  is  going  directly  to  the  Community  Development  Fund                 
for   the   services   that   were   stipulated   in   that   grant.  
 

Mr.  Trumbauer  stated  that  the  Administration  worked  closely  with  the  Auditor  and  he              
thanked  her  for  putting  together  a  very  accurate  and  thorough  letter.  Mr.  Trumbauer  ended  by                
saying  that  while  $38,000,000  is  a  lot  of  money,  he  asked  the  Council  to  keep  in  mind  that  the                    
County  Executive  declared  a  State  of  Emergency  on  March  13.  The  County  has  already  spent                
approximately  $10,000,000  on  COVID  related  expenses.  When  thinking  about  that  timeline  and             
how   long   this   crisis   may   last,   it   puts   things   in   a   better   perspective.  
 

Mr.  Volke  stated  that  the  information  that  he  has  states  that  $8,000,000  been  spent  on                
COVID  related  expenses.  He  asked  Mr.  Trumbauer  to  explain  what  the  money  has  be  spent  on                 
and  what  the  money  is  going  to  be  spent  on.  He  said  that  his  calculations  do  not  match  up  with                     
the   $38,000,000.  
 

Mr.  Trumbauer  stated  that  the  Administration  does  not  want  to  spend  $38,000,000  on              
COVID.  This  money  is  not  cash  reserve.  This  is  fund  balance  that  is  filling  out  in  order  to  make                    
purchases  as  needed  in  this  emergency.  Anything  that  is  not  spent  will  fall  back  into  the  general                  
fund  balance.  We  would  like  to  place  this  in  the  2021  budget.  He  stated  that  everything  that  the                   
County  has  spent  to  date  on  COVID  will  be  reimbursable  by  the  CARES  Act.  Mr.  Trumbauer                 
stated  that  since  we  do  not  have  that  money  in  hand,  and  since  there  have  already  been                  
expenditures  and  they  expect  to  make  expenditures  in  the  immediate  future,  it  is  necessary  to  be                 
able  to  have  access  to  funds  to  be  able  to  close  those  deals.  Since  there  is  a  mechanism  to  put  the                      
money  into  the  Department  of  Health  to  be  able  to  spend,  that  money  will  be  reimbursed  by  the                   
CARES  Act.  He  stated  that  the  last  thing  the  Administration  wants  to  do  is  to  bring  the  Council                   
back  in  to  approve  more  money  if  it  spends  through  some  allotment.  Mr.  Trumbauer  also                
referred  to  Matt  Power,  Deputy  Chief  Administration  Officer,  to  add  comments  or  answer  any               
questions   that   the   Council   may   have.  
 

Mr.  Power  stated  that  as  the  Health  Officer  has  said,  we  don’t  know  the  full  impact  of  this                   
crisis  at  this  time.  Besides  securing  the  necessary  supplies  that  are  needed,  there  is  a  need  for                  
emotional   support,   economic   assistance,   food   assistance,   and   other   issues   that   might   arise.  
 
 



 
Mr.  Pruski  thanked  the  Auditor  for  her  work  on  the  blue  letter  which  had  a  lot  of  categories                   

to  cover.  Mr.  Pruski  reminded  his  colleagues  that  there  are  fund  balances  every  year  and  there  are                  
always  snow  storms  and  other  things,  but  this  is  a  lot  bigger.  He  said  that  he  recently  spoke  to  a                     
police  officer  and  a  colleague  of  his  tested  positive  for  COVID.  Mr.  Pruski  said  that  he  knows                  
someone  who  just  got  released  from  ICU.  He  said  that  this  is  touching  everyone  and  there  will                  
be  some  amendments  to  this  bill  to  address  the  financial  and  fiscal  responsibility  issues.  He                
stated  that  he  recently  was  on  a  call  with  the  Council  Formation  with  colleagues  across  the  nation                  
and   they   were   stressing   that   if   you   have   funds   to   purchase   a   PPE’s,   get   them   as   soon   as   possible.  
 

Ms.  Haire  stated  that  Mr.  Trumbauer  has  said  he  expected  the  $38,000,000  would  be               
reimbursed  from  the  CARES  Act.  She  asked  if  it  was  possible  that  some  of  these  grant  categories                  
would  ask  for  a  County  match  that  would  not  be  reimbursed.  She  said  that  she  is  asking  because                   
some  of  the  categories  are  for  $1,000  that  might  require  a  match  from  the  County,  which  would                  
not  need  Council  approval,  and  would  not  be  reimbursable,  and  would  not  allow  for  the                
taxpayers   to   weigh   in   on   the   expenditures.  
 

Mr.  Trumbauer  stated  that  there  are  some  grants  that  require  a  local  match,  but  what  is  less                  
clear  is  what  the  process  will  be  regarding  reimbursement  from  the  CARES  Act.  He  said  that  he                  
would  like  Michael  Beard  from  the  Finance  Department  to  be  able  to  weigh  in  on  the  intricacies                  
of   the   grant   process.   
 

Mr.  Beard  stated  that  matching  is  something  that  is  carefully  watched  for  in  the  applications                
fpr  grants  and  notices.  He  said  that  so  far,  he  has  not  seen  match  requirements,  except  for  one                   
that  came  in  a  week  ago  for  an  aging  grant.  The  general  assumption  on  a  lot  of  the  COVID                    
money,  from  the  federal  government  in  particular,  is  that  the  counties  are  already  out  of  money                 
and  this  is  something  they  cannot  afford.  He  said  that  there  are  not  any  indications  of  matching                  
grants.  The  grantor  of  the  grant  that  came  in  last  Thursday  has  agreed  that  the  county  could                  
match  it  in  time.  He  said  that  we  could  count  spending  that  is  already  being  done  in  the  General                    
Fund   rather   than   to   have   to   come   up   with   new   money   to   do   it.  
 

Mr.  Trumbauer  stated  to  Ms.  Haire  that  it  was  a  good  question  about  the  local  match.  He                  
said  that  the  Federal  Government  is  giving  Anne  Arundel  County  a  direct  payment  from  the                
Treasury  Department  of  $101,000,000.  As  Mr.  Beard  suggests,  it  would  seem  a  little  odd  if  they                 
would  be  requiring  a  match  to  that  after  giving  us  such  a  large  sum  of  money.  The  only  thing                    
they   have   been   clear   about   is   that   the   funds   cannot   be   used   to   make   up   for   any   revenue   shortfalls.  
 

Ms.  Fiedler  thanked  Mr.  Power  for  going  over  the  complexities  of  the  purchasing  process               
that  she  did  not  fully  understand.  She  said  she  wanted  to  go  over  some  notes  that  she  made  when                    
they  spoke.  Some  of  these  notes  go  into  more  detail  of  purchasing  and  the  minimum  purchase                 
requirement  quantity.  What  she  would  like  to  know  more  about  what  is  being  given  out  to  the                  
County  departments  verses  the  Private  Act  that  the  Health  Department  is  getting.  She  said  that                
she  has  some  constituents  that  are  also  County  employees  who  are  out  in  the  field  and  taking                  
their  own  masks  and  don’t  have  one  provided  to  them  from  their  department  such  as  Social                 
Services,  EMTs,  Police,  Rec  &  Parks,  Department  of  Aging,  DPW,  Waste  Management,             
hospitals,  pediatrician  offices,  addiction  offices,  etc.  that  are  asking  the  Health  Department  for              
PPE’s.  She  asked  Mr.  Power  if  he  would  briefly  respond  to  that  situation,  but  more  specifically                 
what   the   minimum   requirements   are   when   you   are   in   the   global   purchasing   market.  



 

 
Mr.  Power  stated  that  the  normal  way  things  are  procured  during  an  emergency  is  through                

FEMA  and  the  Health  Department.  He  said  that  the  system  is  not  working  the  way  it  would  in  a                    
natural  disaster.  Everyone  in  the  country  is  looking  for  PPE’s  and  there  is  a  procurement  war                 
with  other  counties,  states,  and  with  the  federal  government.  As  the  crisis  has  evolved,  the                
demand  to  purchase  quality  equipment  has  been  a  challenge.  The  vendors  that  are  legitimate               
have  put  higher  limits  on  items  such  as  PPE’s.  They  won’t  be  dealing  with  5,000  or  even  10,000.                   
Their  limits  are  usually  500,000.  When  a  new  vendor  has  been  approved  as  legitimate,  the                
Purchasing   Department   needs   to   move   quickly.  
 

Ms.  Fiedler  said  that  the  Governor  announced  the  four  criteria  plan  for  Maryland  in  order                
to  meet  the  need  to  open.  She  asked  Mr.  Power  what  the  plan  is  to  open  Anne  Arundel  County.                    
She  said  that  we  know  the  criteria,  how  much  materials  we  have  used  to  date,  and  we  know  what                    
the  models  are  for  peaking,  but  is  there  a  plan  for  how  much  hand  sanitizer  is  needed,  how  much                    
we  need  to  be  stocking  over  the  course  of  four  weeks.  She  said  that  she  would  just  like  the                    
security   of   a   plan,   even   if   it   is   a   projection.  
 

Mr.  Power  stated  that  the  Administration  does  not  believe  there  is  any  way  it  can  procure                 
the  amount  of  PPE’s  that  are  needed  county-wide.  He  asked  that  the  Health  Officer  answer  Ms.                 
Fiedler’s   question.  
 

Dr.  Kalyanaraman  stated  that  the  four  criteria  for  Maryland  are  testing,  contact  tracing,              
PPE’s  and  hospital  surge  capacity.  He  said  that  regarding  testing  PPE’s  are  constrained  at  the                
federal  level.  He  said  that  the  strangest  thing  for  him  is  not  knowing  when  another  shipment  will                  
come  through.  He  stated  that  hospitals  are  concerned  about  the  surge  and  the  fact  they  will  run                  
out   of   gowns.  
 

Dr.  Kalyanaraman  said  that  they  would  buy  as  many  gowns  as  they  are  able  to.  He  said  that                   
there  isn’t  even  the  capability  to  project  out  for  the  next  two  months.  He  said  that  they  are                   
relying  on  State  supplies  that  come  through  and  even  relying  on  the  ramping  up  of  production                 
around  the  world.  Dr.  Kalyanaraman  told  Ms.  Fiedler  that  he  wished  he  was  able  to  give  her  a                   
better  projection.  He  spoke  about  the  burn  rate  on  PPE’s  going  up  based  on  how  people  are                  
using  this.  This  is  especially  noticeable  in  the  nursing  homes  as  the  number  of  PPE’s  that  are                  
being   used   has   skyrocketed.  
 

Mr.  Trumbauer  responded  to  Ms.  Fiedler  about  whether  or  not  the  County  Executive  has  a                
plan.  He  is  in  constant  touch  with  Dr.  Kalyanaraman  and  area  hospitals  and  other  health                
professionals.  Having  a  plan  to  get  out  of  this  crisis  in  high  on  County  Executive  Pittman’s  mind,                  
but  having  said  that,  we  have  not  yet  reached  our  peak  and  we  do  not  want  to  get  too  far  ahead  of                       
ourselves.  We  are  still  trying  to  reduce  the  spread  of  the  virus  and  make  sure  we  are  prepared  for                    
the   surge.  
 

Mr.  Volke  spoke  to  the  Administration  saying  that  it  asking  the  Council  to  give  it                
$38,000,000  that  had  already  been  appropriated  to  other  places  and  has  now  been  moved  into                
this  effort.  He  stated  that  his  concern  is  that  he  has  no  idea  how  many  PPE’s  are  going  to  be                     
bought.  Mr.  Power  indicated  that  there  could  never  be  enough.  If  there  could  never  be  enough,                 
 
 



then  you  must  have  some  sense  of  how  much  you  need,  and  that  number  has  not  been  shared.  He                    
said  that  he  is  not  clear  on  how  it  is  going  to  be  used,  where  it  is  going  be  used  and  what  is  going                         
to  be  bought.  The  plan  is  for  the  money,  and  that  question  has  not  been  answered  yet.  He  stated                    
that  this  looks  more  like  a  38,000,000  slush  fund  to  him  rather  than  a  $38,000,000  appropriation                 
to   the   Health   Department.  
 

Mr.  Trumbauer  responded  to  Mr.  Volke’s  comments.  He  said  that  this  is  not  a  slush  fund.                 
This  is  something  that  the  Administration  has  worked  very  hard  on  to  bring  the  entire  budget                 
office,  finance  office,  and  health  department  together  to  do  one  thing,  and  that  is  to  give  us  the                   
tools  that  we  need  to  try  and  prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease  and  save  our  constituents’  lives.                   
He  stated  that  the  Federal  Government  has  committed  to  giving  Anne  Arundel  County  a  direct                
payment  of  $101,000,000  to  try  and  implement  policies  and  get  supplies  in  place  in  order  to                 
protect  our  residents  and  that  is  what  we  intend  to  do.  So,  $38,000.000  is  what  we  have  available                   
right  now,  which  is  a  little  more  than  one-third  of  what  the  Federal  Government  is  giving  us,                  
with  the  expectation  that  is  what  we  need  to  protect  our  residents.  Mr.  Trumbauer  stated  that  he                  
does  not  view  this  as  a  slush  fund  at  all.  He  views  it  as  a  very  diligent  effort  from  the  finance                      
and  budget  people  to  literally  scrape  together  everything  that  has  not  been  unappropriated  or  is                
not  reserved  for  something  in  an  effort  to  allow  our  procurement  office  to  purchase  the  things  we                  
need  to  save  lives.  As  Mr.  Power  previously  said,  we  have  already  missed  out  on  some  PPE  deals                   
because  we  couldn’t  get  the  funds  fast  enough.  We  don’t  want  that  to  happen  again.  We  want  to                   
be  able  to  make  the  purchases  and  fund  the  program  in  an  effort  to  protect  our  residents.  He                   
stated  that  the  Administration  is  doing  so  at  the  direction  of  the  Federal  Government,  who  has                 
given   the   County   a   commitment   of   a   direct   payment   of   $101,000,000.  
 

The  Administrative  Officer  stated  that  there  were  no  comments  received  from  the  public,              
and   the   public   hearing   was   closed.  
 

The  Chairman  called  Bill  No.  25-20,  an  Emergency  Ordinance  concerning:  Current            
Expense  Budget  –  Emergency  and  Supplementary  Appropriations  –  COVID-19  Response,  and            
the   Administrative   Officer   read   a   portion   of   the   title.  
 

Ms.  Lacey  stated  that  in  her  view,  she  would  not  accept  any  of  the  amendments.  The  bill  is                   
good  enough.  She  said  what  our  Health  Department  and  Administration  need  to  do  is  to  be  able                  
to  write  a  check  and  get  what  this  County  needs  to  protect  our  residents  and  the  State  of                   
Maryland   from   this   disease.  
 
Amendment   No.   1   
 

On  page  1  of  the  proposed  bill,  in  line  8,  after  the  semi-colon  insert  “ conditioning  certain                 
transferred   and   supplementary   appropriations; ”.   
 

On   page   4,   after   line   31,   insert:  
 

“ SECTION  4. And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  transfer  supplementary  appropriation  of              
funds  in  Section  1  of  this  Ordinance  is  conditioned  upon  the  funds  being  encumbered  and                
expended  only  for  expenses  related  to  the  County’s  response  to  the  public  health  crisis  presented                
by  COVID-19  that  were  not  accounted  for  in  the  County  budget  as  most  recently  approved  as  of                  
March   27,   2020,   and   were   incurred   beginning   on   March   1,   2020. ”;  



 

 
and   in   line   33,   strike   “4.”   and   substitute   “ 5. ”.  
 

Ms,   Fiedler,   Sponsor,   explained   Amendment   No.   1.  
 

The   Administration   supported   Amendment   No.   1.  
 

There  was  further  discussion  among  the  Councilmembers  and  the  Administration  regarding            
Amendment   No.   1.  

 
 On  motion  of  Mr.  Pruski,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  Amendment  No.  1  was  adopted  by  the                 
following   roll   call   vote:  
 

Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Ms.   Lacey,   Mr.   Volke,   Mr.   Pruski,   Ms.   Fiedler,   Ms.   Rodvien,  
 Ms.   Pickard  

Nay   –   None  
 
Amendment   No.   2   
 

On  page  1  of  the  proposed  bill,  in  line  8,  after  the  semi-colon  insert  “ requiring  interim  and                  
final   reports   from   the   Controller   to   the   County   Council   concerning   the   use   of   certain   grants; ”.   
 

On   page   4,   after   line   31,   insert:  
 

“ SECTION  4. And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  Controller  shall  provide  monthly  reports               
to  the  County  Council  describing  the  encumbrance  and  expenditure  of  the  grants  described  in               
Section  2  of  this  Ordinance  no  later  than  the  thirtieth  day  of  each  month,  with  the  first  monthly                   
report  due  on  May  30,  2020,  and  the  last  monthly  report  due  on  December,  30,  2020,  and  the                   
Controller  shall  provide  a  final  report  describing  the  expenditure  of  the  grants  described  in               
Section   2   of   this   Ordinance   no   later   than   February   15,   2021. ”;  
and   in   line   33,   strike   “4.”   and   substitute   “ 5. ”.  
 

Ms.   Pickard,   Sponsor,   explained   Amendment   No.   2.   
 
The   Administration   supported   Amendment   No.   2.  

 
There  was  further  discussion  among  the  Councilmembers,  Administration,  and  the  County            

Auditor   regarding   Amendment   No.   2.  
 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Pruski,  seconded  by  Ms,  Haire,  Amendment  No.  2  was  adopted  by  the                 

following   roll   call   vote:  
 

Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Mr.   Volke,   Mr.   Pruski,   Ms.   Fiedler,   Ms.   Rodvien,  
          Ms.   Pickard  

Nay   –   Ms.   Lacey  
 
 
 



Amendment   No.   3   
 

On  page  1  of  the  proposed  bill,  in  line  8,  after  the  semi-colon  insert  “ requiring  matching                 
funds   for   certain   grants   to   be   approved   by   resolution   of   the   County   Council; ”.  
 

On   page   4,   after   line   31,   insert:   
 

“ SECTION  4. And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  notwithstanding  §  4-11-114(c)(2)  of  the              
Code,  the  use  of  appropriated  funds  as  County  matching  funds  required  for  the  grants  identified                
in   Section   2   of   this   Ordinance   shall   be   approved   by   resolution   of   the   County   Council. ”;  
 
and,   in   line   33,   strike   “4.”   and   substitute   “ 5. ”.  
 

Mr   Volke,   Sponsor,   explained   Amendment   No.   3.  
 

The   Administration   stated   their   concern   about   the   amendment.  
 

There  was  further  discussion  among  the  Councilmembers  and  Administration  regarding           
Amendment   No.   3.  
 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Volke,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  Amendment  No.  3  was  defeated  by  the                 
following   roll   call   vote:  
 

Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Mr.   Volke,   Ms.   Fiedler  
Nay   –   Ms.   Lacey,   Mr   Pruski,   Ms.   Rodvien,   Ms.   Pickard  

 
Amendment   No.   4   
 

On  page  1  of  the  proposed  bill,  in  line  8,  after  the  semi-colon  “ requiring  reports  from  the                  
Department   of   Health   to   the   County   Council   on   or   before   certain   dates; ”.   
 

On   page   4,   after   line   31,   insert:  
 

“ SECTION  4. And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  on  or  before  June  8,  2020,  the  Department  of                  
Health  shall  provide  a  report  to  the  County  Council  describing  encumbrances  and  expenditures              
of  the  funds  described  in  Section  1  of  this  Ordinance  on  or  before  May  31,  2020;  and,  on  or                    
before  July  7,  2020,  the  Department  of  Health  shall  provide  a  report  to  the  County  Council                 
describing  encumbrances  and  expenditures  of  the  funds  described  in  Section  1  of  this  Ordinance               
between   June   1,   2020,   and   June   30,   2020. ”;  
 
and   in   line   33,   strike   “4.”   and   substitute   “ 5. ”.  
 

Mr.   Volke,   Sponsor,   explained   Amendment   No.   4.  
 

The   Administration   expressed   concern   about   the   amendment   but   gave   support.  
 

There  was  further  discussion  among  the  Councilmembers  and  the  Administration  regarding            
Amendment   No.   4.  



 

 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Volke,  seconded  by  Ms.  Haire,  Amendment  No.  4  was  adopted  by  the                 

following   roll   call   vote:  
 

Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Mr.   Volke,   Mr.   Pruski,   Ms.   Fiedler,   Ms.   Rodvien,   Ms.   Pickard  
Nay   –   Ms.   Lacey  

 
Amendment   No.   5   
 

On  page  1  of  the  proposed  bill,  in  line  8,  after  the  semi-colon,  insert  “ requiring  a  report                  
from   the   Controller   on   or   before   a   certain   date; ”.   

On   page   4,   after   line   31,   insert:  
 

“ SECTION  4. And  be  it  further  enacted ,  That,  on  or  before  July  8,  2020,  the  Controller                 
shall  provide  a  report  to  the  County  Council  describing  the  encumbrance  and  expenditure  of  the                
funds   described   in   Section   2   of   this   Ordinance   through   June   30,   2020. ”;  
 
and   in   line   33,   strike   “4.”   and   substitute   “ 5. ”.  
 

Mr.   Volke,   Sponsor,   withdrew   Amendment   No.   5.  
 

Bill   No.   25-20,   as   amended,   was   passed   by   the   following   roll   call   vote:  
 

Aye   –   Ms.   Haire,   Ms.   Lacey,   Mr.   Volke,   Mr.   Pruski,   Ms.   Fiedler,   Ms.   Rodvien,  
          Ms.   Pickard  

Nay   –   None  
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 

There  being  no  further  business,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pruski,  seconded  by  Mr.  Volke,  the                
meeting   adjourned   at    9:50   P.M.  
 

Respectfully   submitted,  
 
 

/s/   Lee   Longo  
 

               by Lee   Longo  
 
 

/s/   JoAnne   Gray  
 
 

               for JoAnne   Gray  
Administrative   Officer  

 
 


