
 

COUNTYCOUNCIL OF ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY, MARYLAND 
Minutes of 

Emergency Legislative Session 2020, Legislative Day No. 7 
March 20, 2020 – 9:30 A.M. 

 
 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allison Pickard at 9:30 A.M. Mr. Volke gave 
the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. The meeting was held in the County 
Council Chambers, Arundel Center, Annapolis, Maryland. There were approximately 5 persons 
in the audience.  
                                                                    
 The following members of the County Council were present: 
 
  Allison M. Pickard   Second District 
  Nathan Volke    Third District 
  Andrew C. Pruski   Fourth District   
    Amanda Fiedler   Fifth District  
  Lisa D.B. Rodvien   Sixth District 
  Jessica Haire    Seventh District 
 
 Sarah Lacey, First District, arrived at 9:40 A.M. 
 
SUSPENSION OF RULES 
 
 On motion of Ms. Fiedler, seconded by Mr. Pruski, the Council voted to suspend Rules 3-
105 and 4-105 for this meeting by the following roll call: 
 
 Aye –Ms. Fiedler, Ms. Rodvien, Ms. Haire, Mr. Volke, Mr. Pruski, Ms. Pickard 
 Nay – None 
 Absent – Ms. Lacey 
 
PRELIMINARY MOTION 
 
 On motion of Ms. Fiedler, seconded by Mr. Pruski, the Council voted that the partial reading 
of any bill, resolution, minutes, or amendment constitutes the reading of the whole. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING AND CALL OF BILL FOR FINAL READING AND VOTE 
 
BILL NO. 24-20 
 
 The Chairman call for the public hearing on Bill No. 24-20, An Emergency Ordinance 
concerning: General Provisions – Civil Emergencies – For the purpose of extending the 
Proclamation of Civil Emergency by the County Executive through April 4, 2020, or the date the 
civil emergency proclamation for the State of Maryland is approved to be renewed, extended, or 
terminated, or terminated by the Governor of Maryland or the Maryland General Assembly; and 
making this Ordinance an emergency measure; and the Administrative Officer read the title. 
 
 Peter Baron, Director, Government Affairs, was accompanied by Greg Swain, County 
Attorney. 
 



 The Administration expressed their thanks to the Council and the government employees for 
the work done in the past weeks regarding the Coronavirus. 
 
 Mr. Baron stated that things will most likely get worse before they get better, which is why 
this ordinance has been brought before the Council. He stated the Charter limits the County 
Executive’s proclamation of Civil Emergency to seven days and extending it requires the Council’s 
approval, which Bill 24-20 grants.  
 
 Mr. Baron summarized the actions towards Coronavirus protection that have taken place 
since the Council meeting on Monday, March 16, 2020. He gave contact information for 
Coronavirus questions. 
 
 Mr. Swain reviewed the current state of Anne Arundel County and the State of Maryland. 
He spoke on Governor Hogan’s actions against the Coronavirus and the County Executive’s use 
of emergency power. 
 
 Mr. Pruski expressed concern on the implementation of the ordinance and asked how the 
Law Office was handling this. He asked what shelter-in-place would mean if that order was given. 
 
 Mr. Swain stated that the executive orders are located on the governor’s website and are 
updated continuously. He stated the Governor’s orders are self-executed and implemented rapidly. 
He explained the process of implementing executive orders.  
 
 There was further discussion between Mr. Swain and Mr. Pruski regarding extending 
deadlines, penalties, and implementation of executive orders. 
 
 Ms. Haire spoke on the uncertainty of duration and supplies. She asked how likely it is that 
there would be a closing of essential businesses. 
 
 Mr. Baron stated there is no intention of taking those drastic measures unless the State 
directed it.  
 
 Ms. Haire asked if there was something else the Administration would like to do beyond 
what the Governor has proposed. 
 
 Mr. Baron stated there was nothing at this time.  
 
 Ms. Rodvien asked if the suspension of time limits regarding legislation would have an 
impact on legislation due to go into effect soon. 
 
 Mr. Swain stated the suspension of time limits is meant to preserve rights that would 
disappear by expiration of a time frame, and he gave an example of this.  
 
 Mr. Volke spoke on an article regarding trusting government. He asked about criminal 
citations and imposing fines. He asked if the County would implement shelter-in-place before the 
State does. 
 Mr. Baron stated there has been constant communication between the Administration and 
the Governor along with other Counties. He stated the actions taken now are to save lives and there 
will be appropriate actions taken when needed. 



 

 
 

 
 Mr. Volke asked if there were plans to fully activate OEM. 
 
 Mr. Baron stated that decision would be made on an ongoing basis.  
 
 Chief Michaels, Office of Emergency Management, stated there was no plan to fully activate 
OEM in the near future. He stated a full activation would be unlikely. 
 
 Ms. Lacey asked about counties isolating from each other.  
 
 Mr. Swain stated it was unlikely to happen because of how the counties are set up, the 
difficulty in policies boundary lines, and the need for travel between counties. 
 
 Ms. Lacey asked if shelter-in-place would include a radius of travel. 
 
 Mr. Swain stated it would not. It would be shelter-in-place unless supplies were needed. 
 
 Ms. Lacey asked about services needing to come to homes for repairs. 
 
 Mr. Swain stated the Governor would define the boundaries of the shelter-in-place.  
 
 Mr. Baron stated communication is the key. 
 
 Mr. Pruski asked about the County preparing medical sites for mass infection. 
 
 Mr. Baron stated the County has been looking at all assets and needs to discuss it with the 
Health Department and OEM. 
 
 Ms. Fiedler clarified that if a person is in a group of ten or less, who are not family members, 
the six feet social distancing should still apply. 
 
 Mr. Baron stated this is correct. 
 
 There was no public testimony submitted, and the hearing was concluded. 
 
 The Chairman called Bill No. 24-20, An Emergency Ordinance concerning: General 
Provisions – Civil Emergencies; and the Administrative Officer read a portion of the title. 
 
 Bill No. 24-20 was passed by the following roll call vote: 
 
 Aye – Ms. Fiedler, Ms. Rodvien, Ms. Haire, Ms. Lacey, Mr. Volke, Mr. Pruski, 
            Ms. Pickard 
 Nay – None 
 
 
 
 



ADJOURNMENT 
 
 There being no further business, on motion of Mr. Pruski, seconded by Ms. Fiedler, the 
meeting adjourned at 10:18 a.m. 
  
 
   Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
   /s/ Anna Macaulay 
 
                by Anna Macaulay 
 
 
 
   /s/ JoAnne Gray 
 
                for JoAnne Gray 
   Administrative Officer 


