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10/16/2022 18:16:03 Sarah Price 171 Conduit St. Annapolis 21401 No Maryland Retailers Association Bill 87-22: Small Cell Systems & Commercial Telecommunication Facilities on Scenic or Historic Roads Oppose (Attachment) YES



 
 

 

Bill 87-22 An Ordinance Concerning: Public Works and Zoning – Small Cell 

Systems and Commercial Telecommunication Facilities on Scenic or Historic Roads 

Anne Arundel County Council 

October 17th, 2022 

 

Position: Unfavorable 

 

Background: Bill 87-22 implements additional criteria to secure approval for small cell 

system or commercial telecommunication facilities on a “scenic or historic” road south of 

Route 214 (Central Avenue). This would capture the majority of main roads south of 

Route 214. 

 

Comments: The Maryland Retailers Association supports any and all efforts to remove 

unnecessary burdens and challenges businesses face in Maryland – not to create further 

hurdles as this legislation does. There are many factors that contribute to what we 

consider “business friendly” states and counties such as regional policy, tax codes, 

infrastructure reliability, availability of skilled workers, and overhead costs. We 

appreciate any efforts to eliminate operational challenges and expenses as a method of 

fostering a more productive business climate. 

 

Our members both large and small operating south of Maryland Route 214 face 

significant telecommunications infrastructure issues. These concerns have been shared 

over the years with elected officials in an effort to increase any and all access to reliable 

internet and cell phone service – something that is severely lacking in Southern Anne 

Arundel County. This compromises public safety as well as hinders the ability to reliably 

connect to necessary infrastructure to do business.   

 

Dead zones, which can exacerbate life-threatening situations, are the norm instead of the 

exception south of 214. Businesses that may require police attention or fire rescue, as 

well as employees and consumers who travel to and from these businesses, have a 

reasonable expectation that they will be able to connect with these critical service 

providers when needed. That is not a current reality. Additionally, the ability to speak to 

and connect with customers is currently inadequate for many businesses. The lack of 

reliable telecommunications access presents hinderances to regular business operations 

such as credit card processing and accounting, and even impacts both consumers and 

employees who seek out locations where they need this basic 21st century technology. 

The last two years have shown us that it is imperative to be able to connect online 

without issue. As business operations and education systems continue to depend on 

access to reliable telecommunications systems, we should be focusing on policies that 

would improve the severe lack of infrastructure in our community. 

 

With these comments in mind, we urge an unfavorable report. 
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