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09/02/2022 14:47:20 Jaden Farris Crownsville 21032 Yes Bill 73-22: Subdivision & Development & Zoning – Cluster Development Oppose YES
1

09/06/2022 10:59:29 Brooks Schandelmeier Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

This bill is another troll by Councilman Volke to get campaign attention with another "4-3 
party line vote" Facebook post. He's consistently used his position to go after communities 
different than his, such as his "CRT" stunt, and this is a waste of the council's time.

09/06/2022 5:27:13 Linda Kathleen Girdner Gambrills 21054 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I oppose this bill. It would do throughout our county what the Moms of Liberty on the Carroll 
County School Board did -- prohibit the flying of flags that aim to be inclusive. It would belie 
the slogan of Anne Arundel County -- The Best Place for ALL. Please do not pass this bill.

09/05/2022 20:59:16 Rebecca Benzer Gambrills 21054 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose
This restricts the display of flags that may reflect the specific activities or holidays that the 
particular function, holiday, or department that is housed in the county building.

09/05/2022 17:45:22 Annette M Johnson Laurel 20724 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose Oppose Bill 74-22!!!

09/05/2022 15:36:46 Skip Auld Davidsonville 21035 No
Anne Arundel County 
Public Library Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

Hello Council Members, I've signed up to present oral testimony but also want to sahre 
with you the op-ed that I sent to the Capital, which was published last week.      I hope 
you've all enjoyed the holiday weekend! Looking forward to seeing you tomorrow.      - Skip 
Auld YES

09/05/2022 13:47:58 Lynda Davis Linthicum 21090 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I urge you to vote against this bill because it raises at least five red flags. The first red flag 
is that this bill is being done to stop Black Lives Matter and Gay Pride flags from being 
displayed. The second red flag is that Mr. Volke will deny that this resolution has anything 
to do with these flags. We all know the opposite is true. The third red flag is that this is a 
dog whistle to Mr. Volke’s base, which includes Trump voters, many of whom display the 
US flag. To see this, all one has to do is look at photos of the 1/6/21 insurrection. The 
fourth red flag is that the US flag might mean liberty & justice to people socialized as white. 
I would ask Mr. Volke to consider what the flag represents to Indigenous people and 
African Americans, people whose lives were lost, people whose land and labor were 
stolen, and people who have yet to see liberty & justice. The fifth and last red flag is the 
most dangerous. If this attempt to ban certain flags is successful, it will lead us further 
down the path toward white nationalism and fascism and away from liberty & justice for all. 
I am heartened by the number of people who have voiced their opposition to this bill. To 
me, this shows that Mr. Volke’s bill has had the opposite effect than what he intended: it 
has increased the support for BIPOC & LGBTQIA+ people & their flags.

09/05/2022 7:47:49 Jennifer Sell Severna Park 21146 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I am writing in opposition to Bill 74-22. This bill is an attempt to slowly begin stripping away 
first amendment free speech rights. After this bill, what next? Although we admittedly live in 
an imperfect democracy, we should continue to support what rights we do have, and free 
speech is one of those. This bill would restrict flags that teachers can hang in their 
classrooms and individuals can display on their desks. Vote no on this bill.

09/04/2022 1:07:27 Jen Roman Odenton 21113 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

09/03/2022 12:09:25 Eugene Peterson Laurel 20724 No

Anne Arundel County 
Human Relations 
Commission Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

The Anne Arundel County Human Relations Commission urges a nay vote on bill 74-22, 
titled: "AN ORDINANCE concerning: General Provisions – Flags on County Property".   
This proposed ordinance is flawed and will sow division rather than promote unity in our 
community.   The proposed flag protocol for Anne Arundel County is out of alignment with 
any other flag code, and would prevent the flying of colors to honor any dignitary from a 
foreign country, another US state, and/or ranking military officers, to say the least.   The 
proposed ordinance would forbid POW support flags, wounded warrior flags, and a variety 
of other such flags.  This ordinance unfortunately appears to be specifically aimed at 
banning various Pride and Black Lives Matter flags -- flags that demonstrate community, 
connectedness, freedom and support.  If you seek to make Anne Arundel County truly "the 
best place for all" you must vote no on bill 74-22.  Eugene Peterson  Chair  Anne Arundel 
County  Human Relations Commission

09/02/2022 15:49:41 Mara R Babb Crofton 21114 No

Chesapeake Regional 
Association of Student 
Councils Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Support *Support with Amendments YES

09/01/2022 9:29:48 Philip May Crofton 21114-1878 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

This bill is extremely too limiting, and I am not sure why it is even being proposed.  Mr. 
Volke, who has never served in the military according to his bio, is now telling the people of 
Anne Arundel County (with a high military population by the way) that the POW/MIA flag is 
not good enough to fly on county flag poles or in county buildings. That the only other flag 
to have ever flown over the White House (since 1982) is not good enough for our count 
flag poles and buildings.  This bill should not be passed.

08/31/2022 20:22:19 John Church Davidsonville 21035 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I propose the County hoist flags to recognize special occasions such as birthdays of each 
US military service, national POW/MIA recognition, national days in Ukraine, etc., and 
other events the county wishes to celebrate.

08/29/2022 13:14:45 Morgan M. Van Arsdall Annapolis 21409 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

This bill is unnecessary and divisive. Flags can and should be flown on county grounds for 
any number of reasons, from POW/MIA flags to honor our missing military, to a Ravens 
flag if the team makes it to the super bowl.   This bill is purely partisan propaganda, 
designed to rile up a base and further Mr. Volke's political career.  Please trust our County 
Council employees to use the flag staffs at their offices appropriately, and address 
individual actions as needed.
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08/27/2022 0:01:17 Mastin T. Fowler Annapolis 21401 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I oppose the guidelines being proposed in Bill 74-22 and urge the Council to oppose 
because:   1. in Shurtleff v. City of Boston, Massachusetts, 142 S. Ct. 1583 (2022), the 
cited case in Councilman Volke’s proposed bill, defendants rejected flying the Christian flag 
not because of discrimination but out of a belief that it would violate the First Amendment’s 
Establishment Clause.   2. the proposed guidelines and codifying County law to include the 
proposed guidelines is not needed.   3. it discriminates against flags promoting diversity 
and inclusion in the County.  4. it discriminates against freedom of expression.   5. it is a 
political play pandering to some of Councilman Volke’s district’s far right constituents in an 
attempt to exclude displaying LGBT+/Pride flags (and others) at County buildings, facilities, 
and property.     When driving east on Route 50 into the County, drivers are greeted with a 
bricked welcome sign stating, “Welcome to Anne Arundel County. The Best Place to Live, 
Work, and Start A Business in Maryland.” No element in these proposed guidelines of Bill 
74-22 embodies or supports these values or mantras. We are better than this proposed bill.   
Respectfully, Mastin T. Fowler, Annapolis

08/26/2022 13:28:48 Hansel Motiram Millersville 21108 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

Flags are a form of communication, usually representing a certain social construct, such as 
nationality. If nationality or statehood is an important enough construct to have flags on 
county grounds for it, all nationalities should have the ability to be represented, as our 
students & neighbors have the potential to be from any such nation. I can’t fathom why you 
should seek to ban other representations except for truly xenophobic levels of nationalism. 
Or is it about banning other social constructs, like the flags for queer or black liberation? 
Because while flags are the most mediocre form of allyship, they aren’t without use. They 
let students know they are safe from bigotry in at least one classroom, or office or 
municipal space. They certainly don’t do any harm to anyone. Why take away what little 
comfort and community can be easily built for what amounts to at best aesthetic concerns?

08/25/2022 20:51:17 Mia Slote Severna Park 21146 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

08/25/2022 11:49:01 Elizabeth Kopack Arnold 21012 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

This bill sites first amendment rights to free speech yet it is just the opposite of that 
constitution right.  We can not abide by this unlawful proposal to rule over a homeowner 
their right to express free speech via flags, banners, or yard signs.  Vote NO !

08/24/2022 20:53:46 John Jasen USA 21122 No

One Pasadena: 
Building a Safe and 
Inclusive Community Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose please see attached YES

08/24/2022 19:07:25 Sarah Armand Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

Limiting the flags allowed on county property only serves to limit the groups feeling 
welcome in the county and on county property. Flags are a crucial symbol that has 
transcended patriotism. As a member of the LGBTQIA+ community, it was truly comforting 
and made me feel so welcome and protected when I saw the Pride flags flying this June. It 
is important for the county to show their support for marginalized groups in order to 
promote and protect much needed diversity throughout the county.

08/24/2022 14:53:17 Patrice Teetermoran Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

Limiting the flags that can be displayed on county property conveys one idea, Mr Volke 
does not want a flag that supports the LGBTQIA community of Anne Arundel County. 
However, Mr Volke have you considered flags that support MIA/POW, breast cancer 
awareness month, autism awareness, police and fire responders. Does Mr Volke have 
issues with these flags? Discrimination can not and will not be cloaked in the false flag of 
patriotism and state pride.

08/24/2022 8:57:31 Fallon Migliorini Odenton 21113 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I oppose this legislation as it has potential to erase my family’s existence from our county. I 
am a cisgender female, married to a cisgender female, with a 1yo child. My gravest 
concern is for that of my child and his experience living and going to school in AACo. My 
concern comes strongly with the use of “county property” in this legislation. My 
understanding is that would include school buildings. Will my child be “not allowed” to wear 
a rainbow flag on his clothes, while others can wear their oppressive USA flags all of their 
clothing? Will my child feel unaccepted in his classroom if his teacher is unable to show 
solidarity with his family by having inclusive flags in the classroom? ALSO, in AACPS 
curriculum, students take Global Studies. In these classrooms, flags from all different 
countries are posted around the room. How will this impact the entire curriculum of Global 
Studies? Will students eventually be unable to even learn about countries outside of the 
USA? Flags like Black Lives Matter or Rainbow Pride flags are INclusive and provide a 
safe environment for marginalized people. Flags like a Nazi flag being banned makes 
sense to me, as that is a symbol of oppression and EXclusion. By banning inclusive flags, 
you are inherently harming (likely) the majority of our community members. This is hurtful 
and this is harmful. All this legislation aims to do, is send a message that only cisgender, 
heterosexual, white people are welcome in our county. What happened to “The Best Place- 
For All”???!!!

08/24/2022 8:15:37 Mary Sherman Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I find it hard to believe that this proposed legislation solves any sort of problem, and that it 
is more to restrict or limit speech and displays of certain minority groups. How many 
different flags currently fly over County property?  Mostly, this is a silly waste of time, and 
should not be passed or considered.  I would rather my tax dollars go towards supporting 
solutions to real problems and not to fueling these phony issue culture wars.  Thank you.
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08/23/2022 20:45:59 Nathaniel Lanigan Severna Park 21012 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

While this bill is an attempted attack on LGBTQ+ students within Anne Arundel County, 
there are multiple issues with this bill. You have not taken into consideration the effect this 
will have outside of pride flags and similar items. This bill would require language teachers 
to remove the flags from their walls, banners and similar flags promoting the school or 
events would not be allowed to be hung, and you have not specified what you consider to 
be a "DISPLAYED IN OR ON COUNTY BUILDINGS" (Page1Line20 Bill 74-22: Flags on 
County Property) flag. This would allow us to claim any display as a flag, and to be 
changed. Please think about the repurcussions of your actions outside of your attack on 
LGBTQ+ students. I would also like to recognize that this is a middle school and high 
school related issue, and testimonies supporting this bill who are worried about elementary 
school children, shouldn't be disregarded, but aren't stable grounds for passing this bill. 
Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony.

08/23/2022 20:02:26 Mollie Ridout Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I am concerned that this may undermine AA County’s developing support for diversity, 
particularly with regard to the LGBTQ community.  I would also be curious to know what 
concerns have prompted this proposal, by which Council members.

08/23/2022 19:58:30 Lauren Dana-Evans Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

This bill to restrict the use of flags on county property to government flags only ostensibly 
focuses on free speech. But it goes against a long history in the city of Annapolis of 
showing support for local communities through the flying of ceremonial flags and/or flags 
for specific causes.   If Councilman Volke passes this bill, there will be no Pride flags in 
Annapolis in June for the Pride March. No Black Lives Matter flags in support of our black 
neighbors. No Wounded Warrior flags to support those who have been wounded fighting 
for our country. No Military flags at all - for the Army/Navy game.   Annapolis is a city that 
has celebrated its citizens by honoring them - flying flags in support of their service or their 
causes. Banning the use of these flags isn’t about proper control over government 
property. It’s about sending a message to LGBTQ+ citizens and black citizens and 
Wounded Warriors that the City Council doesn’t want to visibly show us their support.   As 
a member of the LGBTQ+ community, my children LOVE seeing rainbow flags like ours up 
in town. As a member of this community I also love seeing other flags flying to honor 
Annapolitans of all types. I encourage the Council to OPPOSE this bill. YES

08/23/2022 19:46:28 Sharon Murray DARLINGTON 21034 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I oppose the banning of flags on county property especially those of marginalized groups. 
Flags are one way for people to bring awareness, to show pride in who they are, to show 
that people belong, are deserving and worthy, to show our acceptance, respect and caring 
for our fellow human beings.

08/23/2022 19:18:14 Sharon Lanasa Hanover 21076 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

08/23/2022 14:12:48 Christine Coffman Annapolis 21401 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose
This is a violation of our constitutional rights. This is another attack on marginalized people 
and is unacceptable.

08/23/2022 11:02:06 Jillian Chapman Baltimore 21202 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I remember seeing the pride flags first hung when I was living in downtown Annapolis a few 
years ago. I remember the overwhelming feeling of community in the weeks following. I 
feel it similarly to that of the Maryland flag. As it is a flag that represents a large group of 
people all bound by a common thread. It represents love and appreciation for those who 
identify with such flags. I see nothing but beauty in that. I remember seeing the pride 
parade first take place on those same streets. I thought “How is this the first year that 
Annapolis has stood up for such a huge group of its poplation?”. I felt so hopeful. As I write 
this I ask myself the same question.

08/23/2022 3:01:50 Christopher Tearpak Lothian 20711 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

One of the reasons that I moved from Los Angeles, CA. to Lothian in Anne Arundel County 
last year were the signs when you enter that say "The Best Place For All." This message of 
inclusivity and a potential vision that those in county government could try to live up to this 
ideal made me feel great moving here.  There are many flags for the military, aid 
organizations, allied countries (such as Ukraine, currently,) social movements such as 
Black Lives Matter, and supportive flags for communities such as the LGBTQ+ community 
that, when flown, show the people in Anne Arundel County that they are seen, welcomed, 
supported, listened to, and that it truly is "The Best Place For All."   Please do not take 
away this important representation from county government buildings. In fact, please fly 
more flags that make the residents of this county feel included.  Thank you.  Respectfully, 
Christopher Tearpak

08/23/2022 0:05:07 Susan Fogg Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I strongly oppose bill 74-22 “Flags on County Property”. This bill is a clear attempt to 
silence visual support for minority groups and their families. In June, LGBTQIA+ flags are 
flown on the streets of Annapolis, and these provide much-needed support in a time of 
increasing hate crime (https://prismreports.org/2022/04/20/hate-crimes-rise-anti-lgbtq-
legislation/). This bill is a concerning step in the wrong direction for Anne Arundel County, 
which has for many years shown that it understands its minority population deserves to live 
in safety. A whopping 7.1% of the adult U.S. population identifies as LGBT (https://news.
gallup.com/poll/389792/lgbt-identification-ticks-up.aspx) – by contrast, adult military 
veterans show a similar population percentage (https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2021/04/05/the-changing-face-of-americas-veteran-population/ ). All citizens deserve 
protections, and when a group of people faces discrimination in their daily lives, a flag can 
be a very tangible and meaningful symbol of support and commitment to helping the most 
vulnerable of us thrive. Please do not pass this harmful legislation. I have been proud to be 
an Annapolis resident for many years, because it has been a bastion of reason. Do not let 
our hearts slide backward in confusion with all of the hateful propaganda and rhetoric 
plaguing some other parts of the country. This bill is censorship, and we can do better.
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08/22/2022 23:38:35 Rebecca Ridout Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

This ban rescinds support for the minorities of Anne Arundel County by clearly censoring 
equality and other minority flags. Annapolis has made great strides in recent years showing 
public support for LGBTQ+ people with pride flag displays across the city in June. The 
displays of flags celebrating diversity spread awareness and acceptance for equality. 
Seeing flags supporting minorities brings hope and feelings of safety to Anne Arundel 
County's minority citizens and their families. Banning such displays of diversity is a step 
backwards in human rights and encourages intolerance instead of acceptance. I strongly 
oppose this proposed act of censorship.

08/22/2022 23:19:11 Theresa Donegan Millersville 21108 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

Disgusting that you would try and silence culture, if the flags do not break the other rules of 
showing hateful symbols there is no reason not to display them, what about language 
classes? Sports flags? Pride for one’s identity? What is harmful about self expression and 
immersion? Isn’t this what school should be about, learning and sharing? I hope that this 
legislation does not come to pass.

08/22/2022 23:05:21 Kate Livingston Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

08/22/2022 22:48:14 Miguel Castañeda Severna Park 21146 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

While I understand the bills intentions, it seems like it is going to ban putting up other flags 
in county buildings such as pride flags which would take away from the representation of 
minority and other groups who could otherwise be represented through flags.

08/22/2022 21:03:39 Jasmin Iglesia Arnold 21012 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

08/22/2022 16:11:46 MOLLY ESTABROOK Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I hope the council votes unanimously against this bill. Libraries and schools need to have 
the freedom to have displays with appropriate flags. Furthermore, the proposal does not 
define flag--would a banner be considered a flag? Would a book cover with a flag be 
considered a flag? How about clothing/backpacks with flag motifs? This is creating a very 
slippery slope of censorship that I do not support.

08/22/2022 14:22:25 Donald Barrett Shady side 20764 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

Unless a flag is promoting hate, ignorance and/or  violence there is no reason for it to 
banned. I hope my representatives make quick work of removing this bill and back to 
focusing on more important topics.

08/22/2022 13:52:50 Natalie Hayes Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I'm in opposition to Bill 74-22 and against any legislation that restricts the flying of flags 
celebrating diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts on county property. These flags are 
proud symbols of our community and the members in it.

08/22/2022 13:05:56 Ashley Albright Annapolis 21409 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I oppose this bill to ban flags on county property. The LGBT pride flag is an important 
symbol for all in the LGBT community. It is a symbol that lets us know we are loved, 
respected, and welcomed. When I go somewhere that has displayed an LGBT flag I 
immediately feel safe. The flag’s intention is not to hurt or offend anyone, only to make 
those in the LGBT community feel included and represented, as I believe we should be in 
Anne Arundel County.

08/22/2022 12:17:47 Emma Bukoski Odenton 21113 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

I have been born and raised in AACo, this is my home. We are not perfect, by any means, 
and no one is. But why on earth would we want to ban flags representating marginalized 
communities? It will only add to the tension, discord and hatred in our nation. Home is a 
place of safety, passing this ban on supportive and inclusive flags will just be another step 
further away from safety.

08/22/2022 11:32:08 Natalie Ditmars Annapolis 21403 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

This is ridiculous and complete waste of time. Annapolis and aacc are inclusive to all 
people. It’s everyone’s right to se themselves represented in their community and to fly 
whichever flax they choose Whether it be their business with or their home. It’s part of the 
Annapolis community that makes me proud to live and be from here. Please oppose this 
bill that is directly attacking our LGBTQ, veteran’s and the black community.

08/22/2022 11:30:40 Damon Wright Glen burnie 21060 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

The Best Place for All is our county motto! Not allowing flags that support our community, 
including our LGBTQ and people of color or civil rights movements (BLM) is homophobic 
and racist and it does not reflect my values nor the values of anyone I know in AA county. 
Our community should be reflected in our government and it's properties.

08/22/2022 11:22:33 Kai Gagnon College Park 20740 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose
08/22/2022 10:40:05 Katlyn Phelps Arnold 21012 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

08/22/2022 10:20:19 Katherine Talamo Annapolis 21401 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

Please do not pass this flag ban. Annapolis is a better city for its inclusion of various flags 
around town. Those flags give hope and signal the inclusiveness of our community. 
Personally, the pride flag means the world to me and seeing it fly around town makes me 
feel like a true part of this city. Banning pride flags is not what Annapolis stands for.

08/22/2022 9:49:48 Michael Paredes Annapolis 21401 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

The Best Place- for All is our county motto, and more important, our values. Not allowing 
flags that support our community, including our LGBTQ and people of color or civil rights 
movements (BLM) is homophobic and racist and it does not reflect my values nor the 
values of anyone I know in AA county.

08/22/2022 9:12:46 David Kostkowski Severna Park 21146 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

Pride Flags are a show of support for a marginalized community showing our county and 
the State Capital is a welcoming place for all. Rolling progress backwards defies what 
Marylanders are all about.
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08/21/2022 23:56:49 Debi Jasen Pasadena 21122 Yes Bill 74-22: Flags on County Property Oppose

County Council Members;   I oppose Bill 74-22, regarding flags on county property.   The 
bill was introduced by Mr. Volke, whose district includes Pasadena.  Given Mr. Volke’s 
political positions, it can be assumed that the intent of the bill is to ban Pride, Progress 
Pride, and Black Lives Matter flags, along with any other flag that he doesn’t personally 
approve of.  What Mr. Volke SHOULD be doing, as the councilperson of Pasadena, is 
addressing the hatred and bigotry that Pasadena residents face every day because they’re 
Queer, Black, and Brown.   In 2018, Pasadena had the highest number of hate bias reports 
in the entire state of Maryland.  What you may not be aware of is the fact that most acts of 
bigotry are not reported.    My Black Lives Matter and LGBTQ+ positive yard signs were 
stolen and vandalized.   Pride flags have been stolen and vandalized throughout 
Pasadena.   Black and Brown residents of Pasadena are frequently called the n-word and 
other slurs, and told to go back to where they came from - sometimes in front of their 
homes, and sometimes in and outside of Pasadena businesses.   Queer, Black, Brown, 
and Jewish students are attacked in the Pasadena schools because of their sexual 
orientation, gender, religion, and skin color.  Some of these students are also attacked 
online by Pasadena adults.  Some of these incidents have been reported to the schools.  
Some have just been reported to One Pasadena.  Some have just been reported to the 
Coalition for LGBTQ+ Students.    People in Pasadena are still flying the Confederate flag, 
and I’ve never heard a word from Mr. Volke about that being a problem.  I’ve also never 
heard a peep from Mr. Volke about the attacks on Black, Brown, Jewish, and LGBTQ+ 
residents of Pasadena.  Mr. Volke is failing at his job of representing all of the people of his 
district, and has chosen to only represent the far-right interests of bigots.  Mr. Volke has 
openly supported at least one christofascist candidate for office. I’ve never heard him 
speak in opposition to another, but Mr. Volke has been publicly celebrated by that 
candidate who proudly endorsed the Confederate flag.    I’m sorry that Mr. Volke has 
decided that Queer, Black, Brown, and non-Christian residents of Pasadena don’t matter to 
him.  His decision to introduce this bill tells me that he would like for them to go back to 
where they came from.  Well, Mr. Volke, we’re not going anywhere.    For those County 
Council Members who oppose bigotry, I urge you to vote against Bill 74-22, and 
demonstrate that all of the residents of Anne Arundel County matter to you.    Thank you.   
Sincerely,  Debi Jasen 1127 Holmespun Drive, Pasadena, MD 21122
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08/24/2022 14:07:16 Arusa Malik Gambrills 21054 No
County Executive's 
Youth Advisory Council Bill 77-22: Youth Advisory Council Support

Good evening respected council members,  My name is Arusa Malik. I had the honor of 
serving on the Youth Advisory Council from 2020-2021. When I first heard about this 
council, it was the summer before my junior year of high school. This was during a time 
where there was unrest and conflict across the country. The COVID-19 pandemic was at 
its height and social justice movements were louder than ever after the heinous murders of 
George Floyd and Breonna Taylor. As a 16 year old, I saw what was going on around me 
and knew that something needed to be done- but the golden question is always: what?  I 
saw this Youth Advisory Council as a beacon of hope- a way to take what little influence I 
thought I had and use it for better things at the county level. I was beyond excited when I 
found out I was accepted towards the end of summer. Since then, I have had the amazing 
opportunity to work with dedicated student leaders across the county on various issues that 
are important to us. We formed committees that tackled concerns such as financial literacy 
education for young people, environmental policy, and mental health updates to our current 
county resources. I was personally on the committee to tackle the financial literacy learning 
gap. I worked with council members to design a free week-long webinar that any young 
person in Anne Arundel County could click into, to better learn about how to manage their 
finances wisely.  About halfway through my term, I had the even greater honor as serving 
as chairwoman of the council. Something that I will always remember during my term was 
the council meeting one month to sift through bills in the Maryland General Assembly and 
take note of anything that we believed to be pertinent. We selected a few bills that we 
thought were 1) youth-related and 2) could use our support. After a productive 
conversation, our secretary and I drafted testimony based on council member’s remarks to 
be sent to the Maryland General Assembly. I was incredibly proud to see everyone work 
together and converse in a manner that would be beneficial to future policies across the 
state.  Codifying this council would allow young people to continue actively participating 
and furthering our county government. It would allow us young people to interact with our 
county executive, but more importantly keep them in check. Youth are the future of 
tomorrow so we should always be open to their ideas and concerns. I am proud to say that 
this council helped me become who I am today. Please ensure it does the same for our 
youth moving forward. Thank you

09/05/2022 21:30:00 Jordan Mueller Crofton 21114 Yes Bill 77-22: Youth Advisory Council Support

I am on the YAC for the 2022-2023 school year; while I am brand new to this group, the 
things I can see us accomplishing are amazing.  Just from one meeting, I have met people 
from around the county, begun to understand more deeply how government works, and 
started to make connections from everyday life to how to better represent myself.  I have 
even reconnected with people from organizations such as CRASC, and encouraged other 
people to start speaking up for themselves.  The lessons and opportunities brought by this 
group are something that will truly benefit everyone involved, and I hope that others can 
experience the same things I have in just one meeting in the years to come- these lessons 
are truly invaluable.  There is nothing that brings me more joy than being able to be a part 
of this group.  Please allow the next generation of student leaders a voice in the way that 
matters.  Codify 77-22.

09/04/2022 14:00:12 Mia Slote Severna Park 21146 Yes Bill 77-22: Youth Advisory Council Support
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74-22 General Provisions - Flags on County Property
Friday, August 26, 2022

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY COUNCIL

SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS

Our names are Mara Babb, Subhashi Pradhan, Noor Chaudhry, and Julien Halleman, and we are students
of Anne Arundel County and Executive Board members of the Chesapeake Regional Association of
Student Councils (CRASC). We are writing in support of 74-22 General Provisions - Flags on County
Property with certain amendments.. If passed, the bill will allow only certain flags to be flown on County
flagpoles or displayed in or on County buildings.

CRASC respectfully proposes the following amendments to Bill No. 74-22:

● Define flag
● Define county flagpole
● Revise Clause A to say “The following flags are the only flags permitted to be flown on county

flagpoles unless approved by the county building supervisor.”
● Add a clause stating “Allow flags to be flown for the purpose of increasing diversity, with the

approval of the county building supervisor.”

Currently this bill does not specify what a flag or county flagpole is. This raises the question of to what
extent do we ban flags in the county? Are posters for international nights or pride alliance meetings
banned? Are county employees not allowed to put up a picture of their country’s flag? By defining these
factors and restricting county oversight to solely flagpoles it allows individuals to freely express
themselves. This bill would also prevent controversial and offensive symbols on flags such as the
confederate flag, the blue line flag, and flags representing hate groups to be flown. These amendments
would allow additional flags to be flown - other than the flag of the United States of America, Maryland,
and Anne Arundel County  - to promote the representation of citizens’ diverse identities including during
heritage months; with the approval of the building supervisor. This would also contribute to stopping the
spread of racist, sexist, or anti-semetic ideals and closing the divide between oppressed communities and
the government.

This legislation would prevent political bias by barring county buildings from expressing political
statements in the form of flags, which would prevent excessive controversies from both sides of the
political spectrum. This would allow the public to focus on more prevalent issues in our society and allow
them to give their full time and attention to solve those issues. Additionally, the bill would save the energy
of county building supervisors so they can focus on their jobs instead of having to address repeated and
common controversies.

The CRASC Platform outlines the following relevant stances:

● Plank X, Diversity and Inclusion, CRASC Opposes: Clause A, “Discrimination of any form based
on race, sex, age, national origin, ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity,
or socioeconomic status”



● Plank X, Diversity and Inclusion, CRASC Opposes: Clause B, “The demonstration of the
following symbols of hate: the swastika, the noose, and the confederate flag”

Accordingly, CRASC respectfully requests a PASSAGE WITH AMENDMENTS on Bill No. 74-22.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mara Babb, Secretary of Legislation, babbmara@gmail.com
Subhashi Pradhan, Legislative Liaison, subhashi_pradhan@hotmail.com
Noor Chaudhry, Legislative Liaison, noorschaudhry@gmail.com
Julian Halleman, Legislative Liaison, Julienh123@icloud.com
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Honorable members of the Anne Arundel County Council; 
 
One Pasadena urges a nay vote on bill 74-22, titled: "AN ORDINANCE concerning: General 
Provisions – Flags on County Property". 
 
One Pasadena is a local grassroots organization, with over 900 members, dedicated to building 
a safe and inclusive community. 
 
In that light, we hold that this proposed ordinance is flawed and designed to sow division.  
 
The proposed flag protocol for Anne Arundel County is out of alignment with any other flag 
code, and would prevent the flying of colors to honor any dignitary from a foreign country, 
another US state, and/or ranking military officers, to say the least.  
 
The proposed ordinance would forbid POW support flags, wounded warrior flags, and a variety 
of other such flags. 
 
This ordinance is specifically aimed at banning various Pride and Black Lives Matter flags -- 
flags that demonstrate community, connectedness, freedom and support. 
 
Based on the current council makeup, we’re assured this bill will fail. We’re curious as to how 
the votes will fall, and we remain concerned that any member of the council would rather create 
division and dissent than focus on the people’s business.  
 
 
 
 



Flags in Our Libraries 

Submitted to Capital newspaper on August 19, 2022 

Skip Auld 

 

With dismay, I read of Council Member Nathan Volke’s bill to limit flags flown or displayed in County 
buildings to just the U.S., Maryland, and Anne Arundel County flags. Our libraries are owned by the 
County, therefore we would be subject to this restriction, if passed into law. 

It’s disheartening to see a former Library Trustee proposing constraints on expression, creativity, and 
the basic freedoms we enjoy as Americans. In our case at the libraries, this limitation would constrain 
our librarians and library workers from displays and promotions of books, movies, and music on a 
myriad of topics ranging from veterans celebrations to military occasions, from Hispanic or Native 
American Heritage programs to National Night Out and Women’s History Month, and yes, Pride Month. 
The latter appears to be the target of Mr. Volke’s endeavor, that is a ban on LGBTQ flags. That certainly 
was the case when the Carroll County Board of Education voted in June for nearly the exact same ban. 

While a ban on these flags would in itself be a slap in the face to the LGBTQ community, it is just one of 
many disrespectful affronts to freedom of expression. This year alone our library system has seen an 
action by one of our customers to deny access to nearly 100 books she didn’t want anyone to be able to 
see or check out. These were largely books by and about LGBTQ issues, but some of them were on race 
and religion as well. In the long run these checkouts mean that we’ll order more copies and thereby 
have greater availability of the topics this person was trying to keep from other people in her 
community. But in the short run it meant that dozens of library users had to wait months to read what 
they wanted. 

Another manifestation of this censoring impulse was that someone tried to block people from attending 
a program of the Human Relations Commission at our Busch Annapolis Library on What Is Critical Race 
Theory? Imagine that. Here we are living in a country where politicians are decrying the teaching of 
critical race theory in the schools, and yet a program explaining what it is gets sabotaged. Luckily the 
Human Relations Commission and the Library realized what was going on and was able to ensure that 
nearly 200 people could come to the forum to learn about it.  

If America is built upon any values, which of course it is, then the primary value is freedom. Intellectual 
freedom is the heart of Americans’ ability to read, to learn, to debate, and to create knowledge. This 
freedom does not encompass the exclusion of points of view one may not agree with.  

It’s disconcerting to see this bill come forward at the same time as the world reacts in horror to the 
attempted murder of Salman Rushdie because he wrote a novel which imagined the prophet 
Muhammad in ways that fundamentalist Muslims find blasphemous. The Western world generally 
abhors the stifling of free expression in this case, while here we find ourselves subject to efforts by 
Christian fundamentalists to snuff out books about LGBTQ people.  

I urge Mr. Volke to withdraw this bill. It is unworthy of him. 
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