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06/23/2022 15:09:00 Sheila Norman Davidsonville 21035 Yes BILL 57-22a1: Zoning – Nurseries with Landscaping and Plant Sales (as amended) Support As a frequent shopper at local plant nurseries that also provide locally sourced foods (i.e., eggs, produce, dairy, meats and 
baked goods), I fully support this amendment.  I often cannot access the weekly farmer's market, but I can always count on Riva 
Gardens to carry local produce and other goods.  So much so that it  has become a staple of my weekly shopping.    
Additionally, I regularly purchase plants, mulch and dirt for landscaping at my home throughout the year.  This local outlet is a 
gem to the community and not only provided a much needed safe outdoor option during COVID when we were advised to stay 
out of grocery stores, but the owners went above and beyond to provide additional food options.    Please pass this amendment 
allowing Riva Gardens, and other local plant nurseries and garden centers to continue to meet the needs of their communities.

06/24/2022 11:16:16 Crystal Edwards Riva 21140 Yes BILL 57-22a1: Zoning – Nurseries with Landscaping and Plant Sales (as amended) Support Riva Gardens in Riva Maryland is not a harm to our community.  It is a gift to our community!
07/05/2022 8:18:16 Kamarin kraft Riva 21140 Yes BILL 57-22a1: Zoning – Nurseries with Landscaping and Plant Sales (as amended) Oppose We love going to Riva Gardens. It is one of the only longtime businesses that have been in Riva in a been there since I was a 

child 40 years ago. It is certainly not a harm to the marketplace and we would like to see it stay in our neighborhood
3

07/05/2022 9:54:14 Mike Lofton Harwood 20776 Yes BILL 59-22: Master Plan for Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Oppose Amend.   See attachment YES
1



Mike Lofton statement to AA County Council  July 5, 2022 

Anne Arundel County 2022 Land Preservation, Parks & Recreation Plan                                                                           

This State mandated plan is a critical component of Plan 2040.  This Council labored 

over Plan 2040 for months, studied Citizen Advisory Committee recommendations,  

held multiple work sessions and adopted dozens of amendments to do your best to 

assure the Plan serves the public interest.  

 

The LPPR is the strategy for creating, operating, maintaining, funding and evaluating 

the services and facilities the public depends on for public recreation.   This is the 

document that defines your promise to,    “Make strategic investments to provide 

equal access to all County residents to good schools, parks, libraries, and affordable 

housing”  and   “Increase investments to protect working rural lands and natural areas 

to provide economic, environmental, and recreation benefits”. 

 

The plan need improvement. 

 

 

Principle Issues/Concerns 

 

Resource Shortage.  The Plan must substantially address the resource shortage that 

prevents AA county residents from access to a modern Recreation & Parks system.    

 

 According to the National Recreation and Parks Association, the average R&P 

operating budget for counties comparable to Anne Arundel is $81 per capita.  

With a population of 580,000, AA County would budget $47 million annually.  

The FY 22 operating budget is $40 million.  Almost 20% below the national 

average. 

 According to the NRPA, the average R&P agency has 8.2 FTEs per 10,000 

residents.  By that standard AA county needs 490 FTEs.  The FY budget shows 

133. 

The applicability of national averages can be examined & debated ( for example the 

substantial commitment of resources to childcare & golf are probably atypical).  But 

there seems little question that AA County has under resourced the function. 

The Plan should confirm and acknowledge the gap.  It should examine remedies and 

propose solutions, including an action plan for resolution. 

 

 



 

The Quality of Citizen Input is Questionable.     

 The demographic profile of respondents to the online survey is inconsistent 

with the characteristics of the  county population, the geographic distribution 

of responses is not consistent with actual population distribution  ( while each 

district represents 14% of the population. Response rates varied widely).   The 

reliance on internet-based citizen input would also likely skew results. 

 Caution is urged in regarding this input as accurate proxy for public demand for 

facilities, programs & services. 

 The warning about the use of this data  should be highlighted. 

 Online Town Hall meetings drew fewer than 200 citizens. 

 The staff is to be commended for extraordinary outreach efforts.  The 

explanation for the discrepancy between resident characteristics and survey 

participants is the application of State required methods.    None the less, the 

results ought not be assumed to reflect resident input.  A statistically reliable 

survey needs to be conducted prior to establishing county policy and 

authorizing public spending. 

Mission & Focus 

 The Department’s role as manager of childcare services ought to be 

considered.  While a most important public function, it seems odd to be 

housed in a parks & recreation agency.  It requires significant resources to staff 

and manage.  The LPPR seems an opportunity to determine where this function 

best serves the public 

. 

 Agricultural Preservation seems an odd function in recreation & parks.  The 

County government’s programming to address the needs of an industry is 

fragmented across multiple agencies.  The LPPR seems an opportunity to 

determine where this function best serves the public. 

 

Conflict between Recreation and Conservation 

 Although not included in the LPPR, County policy is poised to vest substantial 

responsibility for implementation of the Green Infrastructure Plan in 

Recreation and Parks.  Increasingly, conservation goals are consuming scarce 

recreation funds.  Acquisition/ conservation of additional properties needs to 

be thoroughly evaluated and acquired with a clear identification of its public 

purpose and a plan to achieve that purpose. 

 



                   

Use of Existing Resources 

Guiding Policies: The LPPRP’s policies to guide capital project recommendations are 
provided below in summary form: 

 Make the maintenance and rehabilitation of existing   parks a priority over the 
development of new parks. 

 Fixing parking deficiencies at existing parks and recreation facilities is a 
priority. 

 Increase facilities supply by enhancing existing assets rather than developing 
new assets. 

 

Equity Evaluation 

 ADA deficiencies need an aggressive remedy plan.  15 years is unacceptable. 

 The use of a five-mile proximity standard in Dist. 7 and a .5-mile standard in the other  

6 Districts is not equitable.  While it may be more difficult or expensive to meet the .5-

mile standard, declaring it equally equitable is wrong. 

 The conclusion that AA County has an abundance of recreation space by comparing 

acres per person to a national standard is misleading.  Significant public recreation 

lands are not readily available for public use.  An availability factor needs to be 

applied to accurately measure adequacy of recreation/park facilities. 

 

What’s Missing? 

 Acknowledge & plan for climate change impacts 

 Funding plan that creates, operates and maintains modern, safe accessible public 

recreation facilities for all. 
 


