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Timestamp Name City Zip Code Are you testifying on your own behalf? Who do your represent? Legislation Position Remarks Attachment
03/21/2022 10:59:01 Evangula Brown Baltimore 21222 Yes Bill 16-22a: Police Accountability Board (amended) Oppose “Testimony of Evangula Brown, former Investigator for the Baltimore Civilian Review Board."  The police cannot police themselves. It disrupts 

trust and accountability between the police and the community.  Community Policing is considered to be a “philosophy that promotes 
organizational strategies that support the systematic use of partnerships and problem-solving techniques to proactively address the immediate 
conditions that give rise to public safety issues such as crime, social disorder, and fear of crime.” (See 21st Century Policing Report).  As a 
former CRB Investigator, I have investigated many cases where residents have stated that they do not trust the police to do thorough 
investigations. We should look at the 21st Century Report as a guide and understand that law enforcement agencies will have partners in PAB 
Boards, such as being able to have civilian investigators who are able to gain trust within communities.  Complaints are problem-solving tools 
that can  “weed” out bad policing.  When complainants were informed that the CRB was independent of the police, residents felt more 
comfortable providing information on incidents with civilian investigators than the police.     The PAB needs to have investigatory powers so 
they can investigate complaints or incidents themselves; otherwise, the fact-gathering is entirely conducted by other police. In order to have 
meaningful oversight, PABs need to have investigatory power.  According to NACOLE, this empowers communities.  After investigating 
complaints against law enforcement for over 4 years, it has been my experience that when it comes to fact-gathering, residents are more likely 
to provide information to a civilian investigator than the police.  It comes down to trust, and there is a lack of trust between the police and the 
communities they police.  According to the 21st Century Report on Policing, mutual trust and cooperation are two key elements of community 
policing.  For example, I have investigated cases simultaneously with law enforcement.  It has been my experiences that residents will provide 
information on a case to a civilian investigator and the same person will tell the police when they are doing their canvass that they did not 
see/hear anything.  There were several cases where this occurred and an important reasons why civilian oversight investigators are needed 
until the police develop trust and accountability with the communities they police.   The need for investigatory powers for a PAB is evident in the 
many complaints that are investigated by the police that were “not sustained” or “unfounded”, but when those same complaints were 
investigated by civilian investigators, they were sustained largely due to additional fact-finding by the civilian investigators.   In the most recent 
annual report from the Baltimore Civilian Review board where this data point was published, CRB and PIB had different findings in 26% of 
complaints.    The PAB needs to be adequately funded and staffed to fully perform all of the functions of the board and staffed adequately to 
investigate the number of complaints filed.  Law enforcement agencies have budgets in the millions of dollars.  Why should the staff of PABs be 
volunteers only and not get paid for their expertise and time?  To adequately staff and perform the functions required for civilian oversight, the 
PAB should have anywhere from 1-5 percent of the law enforcements budget.  This would provide monies for staffing of investigators, an 
adequate case management system and the tools required to successfully implement the laws under the legislation.

03/21/2022 10:51:51 Lynda Davis Linthicum 21090 Yes Bill 16-22a: Police Accountability Board (amended) Oppose I oppose Bill 16-22 unless it is amended with recommendations of the Anne Arundel Coalition for Police Accountability.   A March 9, 2022 
Washington Post article entitled “The hidden billion-dollar cost of repeated police misconduct,” stated that “more than $1.5 billion has been 
spent to settle claims of police misconduct involving thousands of officers repeatedly accused of wrongdoing.” You can read the article online 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/interactive/2022/police-misconduct-repeated-settlements/.   You can read more in a Feb. 22, 
2021 FiveThirtyEight article entitled “Cities Spend Millions On Police Misconduct Every Year. Here’s Why It’s So Difficult to Hold Departments 
Accountable” https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/police-misconduct-costs-cities-millions-every-year-but-thats-where-the-accountability-ends/.    I 
believe it would behoove you to find out how much money this county has spent on police misconduct. At the County Council meeting on March 
7, 2022, Chief Amal Awad stated that she meets frequently about misconduct. Can you ask her how much the county spends on misconduct? 
The taxpayers deserve to know how much money has been spent on police misconduct. If it is anything like the figures spent nationally, maybe 
that would move the County Council, the County Executive, and the taxpayers to support a strong and effective Police Accountability Board. 
Thank you.

03/21/2022 10:28:00 Karen Lee Clark Arnold MD 21012 Yes Bill 16-22a: Police Accountability Board (amended) Support I support 16-22a with amendments as proposed by the Anne Arundel Co.Police Accountability Group. I have lived in District 5 for over 30 
years. While volunteering with MAJR and my Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry on Criminal Justice reform, I encountered individuals 
who had been mistreated by the police.  Their stories were composed of inhumane communication with POC referring them with slurs and 
degrading comments; One man painfully shared being searched for drugs publicly on the streets as the officer had him unzip his pants and the 
officer put his hands all over his body.  This happened on more than one occasion. No drugs.  Our communities black and white are 
traumatized by this behavior and it has been so pervasive that it is now part of the identity of our law enforcement. Passing the Police 
Accountability Act in2021 brought hope,relief and joy that this treatment would end. It will NOT unless INDEPENDENT  INVESTIGATIONS are 
involved.  Groups in power attract abusers. 16-22a NEEDS this transparency and accountability.I see this same problem in the management of 
our Correctional system which is fraught with the same inhumane treatment of others and even criminal actions and scams by those in power.   
After we implement 16-22a as AACo. Police Accountability Group intends, it should transform the current culture and then. maybe some 
officers could be involved at certain levels of the process but not in the INVESTIGATION. Now is he time to transform and develop trust. The A.
A.Co Police Accountability Group's amendments provide for this to be possible. THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SERVICE,  CANDY CLARK

03/21/2022 9:21:52 Linda Kathleen Girdner Gambrills 21054 Yes Bill 16-22a: Police Accountability Board (amended) Oppose My name is Dr. Linda Girdner. I am a resident of District 4 and a member of Showing Up for Racial Justice Annapolis and Anne Arundel 
County. I oppose Bill 16-22 An Ordinance concerning Police Accountability Board, unless it is amended with the Coalition’s Recommendations. 
Democracy works best when we have guardrails that protect the rule of law. Guardrails are needed so that the police are not policing 
themselves with little or no community accountability. I think that it is especially important to fully fund and staff the PAB, so that it is properly 
equipped to carry out all of its functions. Some laws look good on the surface, but end up being lip service, because the funding was never up 
to the job. So, I respectfully request that you do your jobs and pass a robust, well-funded, appropriately staffed PAB that includes all of the 
Coalition’s recommendations. Thank you.

03/21/2022 0:13:21 Rodney C Wiliams Jr. Glen Burnie 21061 Yes Bill 16-22a: Police Accountability Board (amended) Oppose Opposed unless amended with the coalition’s recommendations YES
03/21/2022 0:07:51 Gabby Jackson Glen Burnie 21061 Yes Bill 16-22a: Police Accountability Board (amended) Oppose Opposed unless amended with the coalition’s recommendations YES

03/20/2022 21:34:30 Debi Jasen Pasadena 21122 Yes Bill 16-22a: Police Accountability Board (amended) Support Please pass Ordinance 16-22a, with the amendments requested by the Anne Arundel Police Accountability Coalition.
03/20/2022 21:24:05 John Jasen Pasadena 21122 Yes Bill 16-22a: Police Accountability Board (amended) Support (See attachment.) YES
03/20/2022 18:10:48 steven frederick waddy Severn 21144 Yes Bill 16-22a: Police Accountability Board (amended) Oppose This process has been marked by what many of us deem to be systemic racism in action. The concepts of accountability, trust, and diversity 

are being undercut by election year politics meant to favor undercover racists and those who would protect the thin blue line.   I support 
Councilwomen Lacey and Rodvien's amendments to the bill, especially  #37, 38, 40, 41, 42, 43, and 44.    There has been a constant refrain 
from Councilmembers and the Administration that "no one is going to like this bill" which is true. The sausage is being made and it ain't pretty. 
However, there will only be one side of this equation that will continue to be subjected to police misconduct that causes loss of life, liberty, and 
property. There will only be one side that will file a complaint with a police accountability board and question whether this board is really going 
to end the lynching of Black people by police. Only one side of this equation will question how a state mandate for "diversity" got transformed 
by a group of white county councilmembers, a white office of law, and a white county executive into a need for "balance." Only one side of this 
equation will see how the Democrats on this council voted to add sexual orientation and gender identity on to the membership requirements 
and still will allow retired police officers and the family members of active police officers to become board members. This Police Accountability 
Board must have the powers to investigate and conduct its oversight duties free from any conflicts of interest and biases that favor protecting 
the thin blue line.

03/20/2022 16:15:28 Ardath Cade Severna Park MD. 21146 No HOSIA, Hollywood on Severn 
Improvement Association

Bill 22-22: Hollywood on the Severn SCBD Support We urge your support of this legislation to establish our community as a Special Community Benefit District.  Ours is an older community 
without any covenants requiring support of our  Improvement Association.  Becoming an SCBD will broaden our financial support and allow us 
to consider financing of  needed improvements to our  dock and other community property. We had far beyond the required two thirds of 
homeowners supporting  this request  Our budget for  FY FY23 has been submitted  and approved. We ask your affirmative vote  to establish 
our SCBD. Thank you.

03/19/2022 15:32:36 Britt Griswold Annapolis 21409 Yes Bill 21-22: Cluster Development – Sub & Dev – Zoning Support I support a revision to the Cluster Development rules. The current law allow developers to much leeway to intemperate the law. leading to 
perverse outcomes that do not persevere open space in a meaningful way. The stronger this bill is in achieving that goal, the better. Please 
listen to community leaders who have been studying this issue for years now. Undo the bad law we have and make it effective in achieving the 
intent of and reason for cluster development.

03/18/2022 11:06:23 steven frederick waddy Severn 21144 Yes Bill 20-22: Legislative Branch – Compensation Support I think this is great.
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Timestamp Name City Zip Code Are you testifying on your own behalf? Who do your represent? Legislation Position Remarks Attachment
03/18/2022 8:59:36 Bill Love Severna Park 21146 Yes Bill 16-22a: Police Accountability Board (amended) Oppose The police and sheriff's departments do not need this oversight and our tax dollars do not need to be spent on another progressive boondoggle. 

I am against bigger government. I am against the left's push to take officers attention away from their real jobs.  Bill 16-22 should be withdrawn 
in entirety.



Testimony for the Anne Arundel County Council

March 20, 2022

Bill 16-22 – Anne Arundel County - Police Accountability Board

Oppose Unless Amended with the Coalition's Recommendations

Gabby Jackson
Anne Arundel Resident
Anne Arundel Council District (31A)

As you know, the Maryland General Assembly earlier this year passed the Maryland
Accountability Act of 2021 (MPAA). The MPAA replaced the LEOBR with a new disciplinary
framework that creates new administrative charging committees, police accountability boards
and amends the makeup of trial boards. Passage of that legislation sends a clear message that
state policymakers understand the need for more community involvement in the investigation
and discipline of police officers accused of misconduct, and seek to remove unwarranted
impediments to the effective administrative discipline of police officers who commit misconduct.

As a Young Black girl I have witnessed multiple unjustly killings in the media. It
outrages me as a young person because this is what the world has always been like. There has
been slight change but not many have been held accountable. My people, especially the young
ones in my generation, should not have to fear for their lives every time they leave their house.
That is why we continue to fight for justice for our people and peace.

Before the passage of the MPAA, many residents like myself have wished for a bill that
would create a civilian oversight body for Anne Arundel County. We know that the Anne
Arundel County Coalition for Police Accountability had been working with the county on a draft
that would have created a robust civilian oversight board with almost everything we are asking
for now.  At the same time, the City of Annapolis Mayor’s Office had convened a Civilian
Review Board Advisory Committee to make recommendations to the Mayor and City Council
for a civilian review board in Annapolis. These two working groups spent a significant amount
of time learning, sharing, advocating, researching, drafting, and the process was inclusive and
cooperative.  The MPAA has changed things, but that does not mean we need to start over or
dismiss any of the provisions that the county and city were planning to include in their civilian
review boards.

We urge you to include the recommendations the Anne Arundel County Coalition for
Police Accountability submitted to the County Executive and County Council members in the



legislation creating the Anne Arundel County Police Accountability Board. The AACCPA’s
recommendations are critical features of a PAB that will advance accountability, transparency,
and trust in Anne Arundel County, which is desperately needed.  Those recommendations
include:
1. The PAB will have subpoena powers and paid investigators to effectively review complaints of police
misconduct filed by members of the public.
2. The voting board members shall consist of:
· a community member from each  of the seven (7) districts in the County, with one additional
member from Annapolis (District 6)
· five (5) members representing NAACP, CAAL, UBC, CAST, and CASA
3. The PAB’s membership will reflect the populations, identities, communities, and geographic areas
that have the most law enforcement encounters, instead of the county population at large.
4. The PAB will be adequately funded and staffed to fully perform all of the functions of the board and
staffed adequately to investigate the number of complaints filed. Staffing should include but not be
limited to: Director, several full-time Investigators, Policy/Data Analyst, Administrative Assistant, and
legal counsel.
5. The budget for the PAB will include independent legal counsel.
6. Administrative Law Judges (ALJ) on the trial board should be publicly vetted, similar to all

other appointments, through a resolution, public comment period, etc.

There are multiple examples out there of (police abuse or police misconduct or concerns
about policing), the importance of independent civilian oversight, and the need for greater
transparency and accountability for law enforcement. We ask you to commit to recommended
provisions provided by the Anne Arundel County Coalition for Police Accountability giving the
AACPAB its greatest chance to effectively support the community.

We urge you to amend Bill 16-22 because Anne Arundel County needs significantly
greater police accountability.



Testimony for the Anne Arundel County Council

March (20), 2022

Bill 16-22 – Anne Arundel County - Police Accountability Board

Oppose Unless Amended with the Coalition's Recommendations

Rodney C williams Jr
Anne Arundel Resident
Anne Arundel Council District (District 32)

As you know, the Maryland General Assembly earlier this year passed the Maryland
Accountability Act of 2021 (MPAA). The MPAA replaced the LEOBR with a new disciplinary
framework that creates new administrative charging committees, police accountability boards
and amends the makeup of trial boards. Passage of that legislation sends a clear message that
state policymakers understand the need for more community involvement in the investigation

and discipline of police officers accused of misconduct, and seek to remove unwarranted
impediments to the effective administrative discipline of police officers who commit misconduct.

I am Rodney C Williams Jr. I go by Rj. I am a youth leader at New life fellowship
International Ministries, and a Teacher as well. I stand with this agreement against police
brutality.

Before the passage of the MPAA, many residents like myself have wished for a bill that
would create a civilian oversight body for Anne Arundel County. We know that the Anne
Arundel County Coalition for Police Accountability had been working with the county on a draft
that would have created a robust civilian oversight board with almost everything we are asking
for now. At the same time, the City of Annapolis Mayor’s Office had convened a Civilian
Review Board Advisory Committee to make recommendations to the Mayor and City Council
for a civilian review board in Annapolis. These two working groups spent a significant amount
of time learning, sharing, advocating, researching, drafting, and the process was inclusive and
cooperative. The MPAA has changed things, but that does not mean we need to start over or
dismiss any of the provisions that the county and city were planning to include in their civilian
review boards.

We urge you to include the recommendations the Anne Arundel County Coalition for Police
Accountability submitted to the County Executive and County Council members in the

legislation creating the Anne Arundel County Police Accountability Board. The AACCPA’s
recommendations are critical features of a PAB that will advance accountability,

transparency,



and trust in Anne Arundel County, which is desperately needed. Those recommendations
include:
1. The PAB will have subpoena powers and paid investigators to effectively review complaints of police
misconduct filed by members of the public.
2. The voting board members shall consist of:
· a community member from each of the seven (7) districts in the County, with one additional
member from Annapolis (District 6)
· five (5) members representing NAACP, CAAL, UBC, CAST, and CASA
3. The PAB’s membership will reflect the populations, identities, communities, and geographic areas
that have the most law enforcement encounters, instead of the county population at large. 4. The PAB
will be adequately funded and staffed to fully perform all of the functions of the board and staffed
adequately to investigate the number of complaints filed. Staffing should include but not be limited to:
Director, several full-time Investigators, Policy/Data Analyst, Administrative Assistant, and legal
counsel.
5. The budget for the PAB will include independent legal counsel.
6. Administrative Law Judges (ALJ) on the trial board should be publicly vetted, similar to all

other appointments, through a resolution, public comment period, etc.

My story is just one example ofI have been racially profiled, each time I have been pulled
over in my county. So I will do whatever it takes for change to take place in this county. the
importance of independent civilian oversight, and the need for greater transparency and
accountability for law enforcement. We ask you to commit to recommended provisions provided
by the Anne Arundel County Coalition for Police Accountability giving the AACPAB its greatest
chance to effectively support the community.

We urge you to amend Bill 16-22 because Anne Arundel County needs significantly
greater police accountability.



Honorable members of the County Council; 
 
I urge Ordinance 16-22, an ordinance concerning “Police Accountability Board” be amended, 
according to the criteria laid out by the Anne Arundel Police Accountability Coalition; and then 
passed.  
 
We can gather, from the available data [1][2], that costs due to police misconduct are substantial, 
and from all accounts, increasing without compensating preventative measures.  
 
We know, with the work of two police chiefs under the current administration, the county has 
worked hard to build bonds within the communities -- including communities usually 
overburdened with negative encounters with the police. 
 
We know the future of policing will change, not only on the technological level, but on the social 
level. We also know it must adapt and change to better serve our communities and meet the 
concerns of a modern era. 
 
As a county, as a network of communities, as a council, and as a government, we must work 
together to meet these challenges, refactor the Anne Arundel County law enforcement 
apparatus to meet them, and allow them to continue to earn the trust of the communities they 
serve. 
 
Today’s bill touches on accountability and transparency, as part of that trust-building. As such, 
we should work together to ensure a strong Police Accountability Board -- to help ensure strong 
Anne Arundel County police departments, staffed with the best law enforcement officers.  
 
Through accountability, through transparency, we help build trust. Through trust, we help make 
Anne Arundel County the Best Place for All -- our sworn officers and the communities they 
serve. 
 
--  
John Jasen 
Pasadena, MD 
 
[1] fivethirtyeight.org -- 10 year study on police misconduct settlements: 
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/police-misconduct-costs-cities-millions-every-year-but-thats-
where-the-accountability-ends/ 
 
[2] lawfareblog.com -- 4 year study on police misconduct settlements, 20 largest jurisdictions: 
https://www.lawfareblog.com/how-fix-financial-gymnastics-police-misconduct-settlements 
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