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December 16, 2021 

The Honorable Lisa D. B. Rodvien, Chair 
County Council for Anne Arundel County 
44 Calvert Street 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

I am writing to you on behalf of the Anne Arundel County Youth Advisory Council to the County Executive (YAC) in 
support of Bill 98-21. We believe that, if this bill is signed into law, that it will amplify the voice of the youth in the 
county. 

The Youth Advisory Council was founded on the principle of giving Anne Arundel County youth a voice in local 
government. We are just as affected by the changes in this county as any adult, if not at times more so. As a result, 
it is of upmost importance that the youth have the power to contribute to decisions regarding Anne Arundel 
County. This is even more true for the Human Relations Commission. This commission is dedicated to “promot[ing] 
the fair and equal treatment of all Anne Arundel County residents and to counteract racism, discrimination, 
intolerance and hate/bias incidents in the County.” It would be impossible for the Human Rights Commission to 
achieve this goal without giving the youth a say in these matters. We experience the effects of these policies in our 
everyday lives, whether it be in our schools, at our jobs, or while just living our everyday lives within the county. 
Therefore, the student member of the Commission should not just be able to provide their input on policies but 
also be able to play an active role in determining whether these policies are implemented. Making this student a 
voting member would do just that. As a result, the student member would have an even greater ability to further 
the interests of Anne Arundel County youth, which will further allow the Human Rights Commission to make Anne 
Arundel County the best place for all. 

I, along with the rest of the Youth Advisory Council, strongly urge all members of the Anne Arundel County Council 
to support Bill 98-21 

Sincerely, 

Madison Medley 
Chair of the YAC Legislative Committee 

Bill No. 98-21



Redistricting Maps – Timing Conflict – Resolution Proposal 

Kurt Svendsen, Arnold, MD 
https://sites.google.com/view/aacountycitizenshare 

The County Council seems to be stuck on this “either / or” conundrum: 

• Either we quickly approve a map before the February filing deadline, and thereby close the door

on any further discussion of any substantive redistricting until after 2030.

• Or we slow things down for further discussion of substantive redistricting proposals, and

thereby conduct a 2022 election where there are significant population deviations…that would

NOT come close to passing the legal threshold if we were to re-draw them in the same manner.

The County Council can avoid this “either / or” conundrum, by simply taking the following actions: 

1. Quickly approve a “simple adjustment” map for the 2022 election.

     and 

2. Take the time to more deliberatively consider another map for purposes of future elections.

• The 6th Decennial Charter Revision Commission (CRC) can make such recommendations

within 12 months of their appointment. (Section 1203 of the County Charter)

• The current County Council will not be able to enact this potentially more substantive

redistricting map via Ordinance since it becomes law on the date of its enactment and

would therefore immediately supersede the quickly approved map to be used for the

2022 election. (Section 207 of the County Charter)

o But, the current County Council can hold public hearings after the CRC has

completed its year-long work, and approve via Resolution a recommendation

that the next County Council do so.

Section 207 of the County Charter does NOT limit the number of times the County Council can revise, 

amend, or reconstitute councilmanic districts. In fact, Bill 45-02 established the Council District map 

used for the 2002 election, and Bill 76-03 established the Council District map used for the 2006 and 

2010 elections. 

If the County Office of Law somehow argues the County Council cannot revise, amend, or reconstitute 

councilmanic districts TWICE; once for the most immediate upcoming election, and again for subsequent 

elections, then there is another simple path that can be taken. 

Surely, the County Council can find enough common ground to agree that the County Charter needs to 

be amended to remove the clause which prevented Anne Arundel County from starting the Charter 

Revision Commission process earlier, like other Maryland Charter Counties did. Such a Charter 

amendment will almost certainly win voter approval, especially if there is bipartisan support. 

Such a Charter amendment will also almost certainly pass if it includes a reasonable clause that allows 

for the approval of both (1) a quick “simple adjustment” redistricting map for use in an election year for 

which the filing deadline falls within less than one year of the final release of the decennial census data 

to the County1, and (2) another redistricting map for use in all subsequent election years. 

If this Charter amendment is approved for the 2022 ballot, and is approved by the County voters, then 

another redistricting map can be approved for use in the 2024 election. If this Charter amendment is not 

approved, well…the voters will have spoken. 

1 This is an unusual situation, but it is inevitable since County Council election cycles involve 4 year increments, 
while the decennial census is conducted every 10 years. 
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