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Ensuring the Integrity of the 2022 Election for County Council 

I’ve attended every meeting of the 6th Decennial Charter Revision Commission (CRC) that was made 

publicly available, and I am about to share a fact that has not been shared publicly. The existing County 

Council District map does NOT meet the 10% legal threshold that renders a district map 

“presumptively constitutional.” In fact, the population deviation between the most populous district 

and the least populous district comes in at 18.37%. 

Unfortunately, this fact has been lost in the incomplete presentation provided to the CRC by County 

staff (see next page). To highlight this fact, Commissioner David Kaufman asked what he thought was a 

confirming question at the most recent Commission meeting on December 1st, 2021 (nearly two full 

months after its appointment): “Are there any districts as they sit right now, unaffected no lines 

changed, that put us out of compliance with the law with regards to holding an election in 2022 as the 

districts currently sit?” 

Deputy County Attorney, Lori Blair Klasmeier replied: “My understanding of the numbers is that 

currently they're everything is within the 10 deviation. That's my understanding.” 

Mr. Kaufman’s reply was telling: “That was what I understood but if that is not the case that is 

an important piece of information for us to factor into the discussion. When I looked at that first 

slide I thought that we were all within [the 10% legal threshold].” 

Yet, Ms. Klasmeier went on to clarify for County staff in the room: “I think the deviation that 

we're talking about in looking at it for purposes of are we complying with the law is deviation 

from each other… Not how they deviate from the ideal but how they deviate, currently deviate 

from each other. And I thought that that deviation was within 10%.” 

Well, as the charts on the next page prove, that was wrong; the population deviation between the most 

populous district and the least populous district comes in at 18.37%. 

Mr. Kaufman’s concluding remarks on this subject are instructive: “If there is a legal 

consequence to us having the 2022 election with the current district populations then our task is 

a different task entirely.” 

This is why I am so concerned about the idea that the County Council may be considering extending the 

deadline for the redistricting report from the Commission beyond the December 31, 2021 date specified 

in Resolution 50-21. The timeline is very tight; any such extension will virtually guarantee the 

unnecessary use of a constitutionally unfair Council District map in the upcoming 2022 election.  

If the existing County Council District maps are used in the 2022 election, a person’s vote in District 4 

will have 18.37% LESS weight than a person’s vote in District 6. 

Please do not misunderstand me, I think the election process for County Council in Anne Arundel County 

has significant “representation” problems. However, I think those problems can be better addressed by 

proposing amendments to the County Charter; not by sacrificing the integrity of the 2022 election. 

Thank you. 

Kurt Svendsen, Arnold, MD 

https://sites.google.com/view/aacountycitizenshare 

https://sites.google.com/view/aacountycitizenshare


Ensuring the Integrity of the 2022 Election for County Council 

Below is taken from the November 22, 2021 presentation by the 

Office of Planning and Zoning to the 6th Decennial Charter Revision 

Commission. 

 

Below is an extension of the above to properly calculate population 

deviation “for purposes of are we complying with the law.” 

 

This matrix highlights the specific areas in which the population deviation exceeds the legal threshold of 10%. 
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