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Remarks The County Council and County Executive need to reinstate the emergency powers to the Executive. This experiment of sending kids

into packed classrooms and school buses where they have to stand in the aisles is ridiculous. This entire situation feels like the twilight
zone.  

At this time last year, the County had more restrictions, less daily infections, and less ICU hospitalizations than we have now. I can just
imagine what the infections numbers from Saturday's Navy/Air Force game will to look like. Following the game, the bars in downtown
Annapolis were teeming with non-mask wearing young adults, most of whom were likely vaccinated but many others who may not have
been due to medical reasons. In addition there are enough Delta variant breakthrough cases to justify instituting the social distancing
rules.  

All of this is occurring under the backdrop of political expediency and malfeasance. On August 14th at Fresh Start Church in Glen
Burnie, the County Executive said that he hoped the infection numbers were at their peak. He then encouraged the crowd of young
Black people to get vaccinated for themselves and their loved ones because there won't be any new social distancing and masking
restrictions coming from the County. The statement was unfortunate because a laissez faire policy of vaccination alone is not stemming
the tide of infections, hospitalizations, and deaths.  

The priority should not even be "vaccination" it should be health insurance. The County Executive himself acknowledged the need for
healthcare for all in a 2020 townhall presented on Facebook by the Caucus of African American Leaders. The numbers of latino
residents who are dying from their infections at higher rates than any other racial group speaks to the need for expanded health
insurance access to the undocumented.  
The county is doing good work to implement that for undocumented workers but the concept of subsidizing the co-pays and deductibles
of workers and providing high quality health insurance with for the un/underinsured should be applied across the service sector.  

Also, is the county executive using the total number of vaccinations to determine his health policy, or is the Dept. of Health drilling down
to the disaggregated data of race, age, gender, insurance status, and occupation of the vaccinated to determine the county's policies? If
so, then the priority populations workers should be aThe number of new cases went up again on August 21st, then again on August
31st, then again on September 9th. The percentage of children affected by the virus continues to increase and has reached 16% over
the last four weeks according to the covid data dashboard. A dashboard that does not include urgent care center data at all. This fiasco
is being carried out while the Republicans stand on the sidelines. It disappoints me that we can't even have a conversation with so-
called Republicans about this crisis. I will try and hold out hope despite all evidence to the contrary. In my humble and limited opinion,
with Delta cases constantly spiking, the county executive and county council must stop treating this as some sort of seasonal flu. They
must save lives and reduce the panic state of kids and parents by: 

1) reestablishing social distancing rules and limit large gathering. shut down parks and recreation fields where there are large
gatherings, as witnessed at Severn Danza almost weekly since peewee football season started.  

2) extend health insurance subsidies for copays and deductibles to uninsured and underinsured frontline and essential workers through
the health department,  

3) request that the Governor reopen the Maryland Health Exchange open enrollment period that was closed on August 16th 



4) Dramatically increase availability of hybrid learning classes for students, especially the unvaccinated and those that are high risk and
immunocompromised. Reinstate the 3 days on, 2 days off  

5) Ban disinformation networks from cable and internet carriers. The disinformation being presented nightly into the homes of our most
gullible and radicalized is causing great harm to the larger community.  

6) Institute paid sick leave for all hourly workers, part-time workers and others 

7) Require nursing homes and assisted living facilities to institute mask mandates and social distancing. Mandate increased emergency
hazard pay for workers, assist with providing subsidies for health insurance co-pays and deductibles. Also assist with any lyft/uber
transportation expenses. 

8) Mandate gig workers be provided health insurance benefits through their employer or be reimbursed by employer for expenses
incurred through Maryland Health Benefit Exchange
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Bill 66-21 AN ORDINANCE Concerning: Zoning – Parking, Nonresidential 

Outdoor Lighting, and Signage – Prohibited Signs and Temporary Signs  

Anne Arundel County Council 

September 20, 2021 

 

Position: Favorable 

 

Background: Bill 66-21 was introduced to allow the use of flutter flags and other wind 

signs in Anne Arundel County.  

 

 

Comments: The Maryland Retailers Association offers its continued support for Bill 66-

21 AN ORDINANCE concerning: Zoning – Parking, Nonresidential Outdoor 

Lighting, and Signage – Prohibited Signs and Temporary Signs. Bill 66-21 as 

amended would allow businesses in Anne Arundel County to utilize flutter flags and 

other wind signs to advertise their location to customers, which is essential as the 

business community continues to recover from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

We appreciate the attention the Council has paid to this issue, and we support the 

amended version that was approved at the previous Council meeting. We believe that the 

current amended version addresses the needs of the business community while also 

remaining sensitive to both first amendment rights and the concerns of other County 

residents. We urge the Council to vote favorably on Bill 66-21. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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