
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Contact: JoAnne Gray, Office of the County Council, jgray@aacounty.org, 410-222-1401 
 

UPDATED Statement from County Council Chairman, Allison M. Pickard 
 

NO PUBLIC ACCESS TO COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

Annapolis, Md. (Thursday, March 19, 2020) The Anne Arundel County Council will be holding an 
emergency legislative session at the Arundel Center on Friday, March 20 at 9:30 a.m. for the sole 
purpose of considering and voting on Bill No. 24-20. Bill No. 24-20 is an emergency ordinance that was 
introduced on March 16, 2020 and is necessary to extend the effectiveness of the County 
Executive's Proclamation of a Civil Emergency declared via Executive Order No. 16. 
  
Council Chambers will be closed to the public. After consultation with County leaders, we have also 
decided to implement several important safety measures: 
 

 Members of the public who have access to cable television or the internet are strongly urged to 
watch Friday’s meeting on local cable channels (Comcast and Broadstripe Channel 98 or Verizon 
Channel 38) or via Arundel TV Live. 

 

 Members of the public are strongly urged to email testimony on Bill No. 24-20 to JoAnne Gray 
at jgray@aacounty.org no later than 8:00 a.m. on Friday, March 20, 2020. Testimony submitted 
this way will be shared with the entire Council and will become a part of the public record.  
 

 Members of the public who do not have access to cable television or the internet and who find it 
necessary to attend in person should call 410-222-1401 immediately. We will have limited seats 
available in a room separate from the Council Chambers and a live broadcast of the meeting will 
be shown. Individuals may also bring written testimony with them and it will be shared with the 
entire Council. There will be no opportunity to address the Council directly.  
 

 All rooms and areas where the public will be allowed will require social distancing. Restrooms 
for washing hands will be open and nearby and a copy of State recommendations will be posted, 
all in line with Governor Hogan’s Executive Orders. In addition, limits on the number of people 
allowed in any one room or area will be enforced. 

  
The County Council remains concerned about the impact of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic on 
the health and safety of our residents and employees. We ask for continued patience and cooperation as the 
Council works to prioritize and protect the health and safety of everyone. 
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