
 
 

 
 

Water Access Commission  
Meeting Minutes  

December 20, 2017 
 

In attendance: Mike Lofton (Chair), Lisa Arrasmith, Chip Walsh, Larry Velten, Carol 
Benson, George Johnson,  Maureen Pritchard, Denise Parisi, Chris Carroll, Erik 
Michelsen and Pat Daly. Absentees include: Skip Zinck, Baran Kilical, Terri Lehman, 
Brian Kelm, William Krampf, Paul Spadaro, Bob Whitcomb, Fred Tutman, and Bruce 
Kellman. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM. The commission approved the minutes 
from the June 20 meeting. Lofton reminded those in the audience of the public comment 
sign in sheet – indicating that public comments will be taken at the end of the meeting. 
He also indicated that comments can be sent (and will be read) by emailing 
wateraccess@aacounty.org. 
 
2016 AND 2017 WAC RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Lofton then proceeded with a status update on previously submitted recommendations 
from the commission to the county executive. 
 
November 2016 - Marketing and Communication – The commission made the 
recommendation to improve the process of informing residents of available water 
access points throughout the county. This included significantly improving the signage, 
creating an online interactive map, an increase in social media communication, and 
regularly updating the county webpage with current information on water access 
projects. 
 
Progress had been made - Recreation and Parks has posted a tool on their website 
known as “explore your waterways,” where residents can search by waterway and the 
activity they are interested in and the site will show all available locations available for 
their selection(s). 
 
He also indicated that there has been significant progress on signage improvement, 
indicating all water signs had been placed and final work on road signs should be 
completed by spring. 
 
January 2017 - Beach Access/Swimming - The commission submitted a 
recommendation on public swimming - specifically asking for expanded open swimming 
days at Mayo Beach Park to every day unless it would disrupt day camp in the summer 
time. Lofton explained that apparently some expansion will occur in 2018 - 18 days of 
open swimming will be available at the park. The recommendation also requested an 
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evaluation of Jonas Green as a swimming location, and including a rinse off spot on any 
county property that allows water contact. 
 
Concerns were raised about the county renting out Mayo Beach Park - the only full 
facility beach available for private events. Lofton suggested that the commission needed 
to voice its opposition to this current policy, and that closing the park for private events 
hinders public use. 
 
June 2017 - The commission’s third recommendation requested that additional facilities 
be considered for the Chesapeake Region Accessible Boating (CRAB) group. 
 
2018 WAC ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
2018 Recommendations 
 
Lofton indicated that the subcommittee composed of himself, Bob Whitcomb, Paul 
Spadaro, and Larry Velton met three times since the commission was created, 
reviewing public comments from the Bayland boat ramp feasibility study. As a result, the 
following recommendations have been discussed and/or finalized:  
 
Recommendation #1: The commission will be recommending that Quiet Waters Park in 
Annapolis be approved as the next boat ramp site, with the additional recommendation 
that facilities be provided at Quiet Waters for CRAB.  
 
Lofton indicated that the rowing community is also desperate for facilities, and the 
commission will also ask consultants to look at Quiet Waters for possible facilities to 
accommodate rowers. 
 
Recommendation #2:  The commission will be recommending that the design and 
construction of the next boat ramp be fully funded regardless of location.  
 
  
Recommendation #3:  The commission will be recommending that the design and 
construction concept of Beverly Triton Park be fully funded in the FY 19 budget. 
 
Lofton indicated that a committee consisting primarily of Mayo residents, has been 
looking at concepts for Beverly Triton for more than two years. Issues discussed have 
included:  reconfiguring the main road outside of the park, and adding picnic pavilions - 
as well as a structure for restroom and rinse use. 
 
He also indicated that the latest concept of Beverly Triton can be found online at the 
Mayo Park section on the Recreation and Parks webpage. 
 
Recommendation #4: The commission will discuss a recommendation to explore 
partnerships with - or acquisition of community/commercial ramps with existing facilities.  
 



Recommendation #5: Hearing concerns that there limited sites located on the Severn 
River; the commission will explore recommending David Taylor, Jonas green and 
Arlington Echo as possible locations for improved access. 
 
Living Shoreline Issue – Lofton noted that the county is considering several living 
shoreline projects on county property. He expressed concern that some projects could 
hinder public water access and that the commission should know more about these 
projects. A speaker on shoreline protection will be invited to a future meeting. 
 
Erik Michelsen commented that projects considered included Jack Creek Park, Fort 
Smallwood Park and Spriggs Farm Park for additional protections. He did indicate that 
in all cases, car top boat launches, as well as sailboarding, were all tied into project 
consideration. 
 
Discussion 
 

• A question was raised of the estimated cost to Beverly Triton. Lofton indicated 
that he would need to ask for that figure and report back. 

 
• Question was asked if the south shore of the Severn River had been evaluated 

for water access. Eric Michelsen indicated that there was no real infrastructure or 
road access for a feasible location on the south shore. Lofton suggested it should 
at least be studied for feasibility.  

 
• There was also discussion regarding a recommendation concerning paddle 

boarding facilities and locations. Lisa Arrasmith expressed concern that Stoney 
Creek Park was overlooked and needed further examination and attention by the 
county. The county had originally bought the land 20 years ago. In the Bayland 
study, it had been classified as Tier 2 because its proximity to Fort Smallwood 
park. Lisa Arrasmith. asked about the commission considering recommending 
that Stoney Creek Park be moved into Tier 1. 

 
PROJECT UPDATES 
 
 Fort Smallwood Park has had roughly 1600+ launchings since the ramp opened in May 
2016, and that parking lot completely maxed out for capacity only once. He also 
indicated that the ramp at Solley Cove is currently in design and that the commission 
should work to ensure funding is included for the project in the FY 19 budget. He also 
updated everyone on the ramp project at Discovery Village, indicating that the target 
opening would be Summer 2018. 
 
Lisa Arrasmith provided a status update of pending sites. She discussed Downs Park, 
Homeport Park, Jack Creek Park - as well as ideas for "opportunity parks” that have not 
yet been evaluated for public water access. 
 
Recreation and Parks Update  



 
Chris Carroll updated the commission on external signage. Signs have been placed in 
the water at locations, and the county is very close to a final plan for the roadway 
signage. He reminded the commission and attendees that placing a sign is more than 
doing just that – it concerns traffic studies, coordinating with SHA, Miss Utility, etc. He 
did indicate that road signage should be in the ground for the 2018 spring season. 
 
Chris C. also gave a brief update on Homeport, the Downs Park kayak project, two new 
campground locations on the Patuxent River, South River Farm Park access, and a 
brief update on citing authority of park staff. Lofton proposed that that the commission 
advocate for tougher citing authority and a more prominent presence of law-
enforcement on-site at county parks. 
 


