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Water Access Commission  
Meeting Minutes  

June 20, 2017 
 

In attendance: Mike Lofton (Chair), Lisa Arrasmith, Chip Walsh, Paul Spadaro, Bob Whitcomb, Fred 
Tutman, Larry Velten, Bruce Kellman, Brian Kelm, Carol Benson, William Krampf, Chris Carroll, Erik 
Michelsen and Pat Daly.  Absentees include: Skip Zinck, George Johnson, Denise Parisi, Baran 
Kilical, Terri Lehman, and Maureen Pritchard. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 PM. The commission approved the minutes from the March 
15 meeting. Mike Lofton then gave a very brief overview of the Executive Order, laying out the 
commission’s mission. He reiterated that the commission will focus on drafting a set of 
recommendations only - and will not be acting as a planning advisory board. Mike L. also reminded 
those in the audience of the public comment sign in sheet – indicating that public comments will be 
taken at the end of the meeting. 
 
PROJECT UPDATES 
 
Chris Carroll (Recreation and Parks) informed the commission that Discovery Village was out for bid 
– and that all bids were due August 1. He mentioned that the Maryland Historical Trust was looking at 
the site.  
 
Chris mentioned that Homeport Park – which is been designed for cartop boating – would be in 
construction starting in August or September.  
 
He indicated that the Jack Creek Park dredge spoil  contract was in the process of being awarded. He 
mentioned that the park is meant to be for soft launch only, and that 60% of the design had been 
completed.  
 
Chris continued by mentioning that funding for Downs Park – which was meant for car top launch – 
was still awaiting approval by the Maryland Board of Public Works (BPW). He also indicated that the 
Beechwood Park study continues.   
 
He also announced that two locations have been chosen in Anne Arundel County for a Patuxent 
River campsite pilot program. 
 
BOAT RAMP STUDY 
 
County Recreation and Parks contracted BayLand Consultants & Designers, Inc. to evaluate the 
feasibility of a boat launch facility at eight county parks to include Solley Cove, Sullivan, Stoney 
Creek, Beachwood, Spriggs Farm, Quiet Waters, South River Farm, and Carrs Wharf.  
 
In giving an overview of their study, Bayland consultants indicated that each of the eight county parks 
underwent a series of assessments and reviews to determine the feasibility of constructing a new 
boat launch facility on each site.  
 
Based on the analysis of existing conditions, BayLand categorized the sites into three tiers: Tier 1 - 
feasible and would service an area otherwise lacking in public waterway access, Tier 2 - feasible but 



are not required to meet the anticipated needs of the serviceable area due to proximity to existing 
launch facilities – this Tier could be considered in the future if nearby ramps reach capacity, and Tier 
3 - currently deemed unfeasible due to anticipated environmental impacts and resource limitations but 
may become feasible should these issues be resolved. 
 
Tier 1 incudes Solley Cove Park - located in Curtis Bay along the South Shore of Curtis Creek, 
Beachwood Park - located in Pasadena along the North Shore of the Magothy River. Spriggs Farm 
Park - located in Arnold along the North Shore of the McAfee, Quiet Waters Park - located in 
Annapolis along the North Shore of the South River, and South River Farm Park - located in 
Edgewater alongside the South Shore of the South River. 
 
Tier 2 includes Stoney Creek Park - located in Glen Burnie along the North Shore of Stoney Creek.  
 
Tier 3 includes Sullivan Park - located in Glen Burnie along the North Shore of Curtis Creek and 
Carrs Wharf - located in Mayo along the North Shore of the Rhode River.  
 
During BayLand’s presentation, they pointed out that - compared to seven other surrounding counties 
containing water access – Anne Arundel County only had three official public boat ramps compared 
to other counties which had as many as twelve, despite having more than twice the amount of 
registered boaters compared to those other counties according to FY 2013 numbers. 
 
Commission members voiced concerns that BayLand – while they state parking was briefly 
mentioned as a factor in projects – did not perform a complete traffic study and that given the weight 
of such projects it might be important to do so. Mike L. stressed that study was only technical in 
nature and that the policy and recommendation decisions will be addressed by the commission itself. 
Paul S. voiced concern that two boat ramps which are close to the Magothy River could seriously 
affect surrounding neighborhoods – namely the Spriggs Farm Park project.  
 
Commission members discussed forming a subcommittee to discuss recommendations regarding the 
study prior to the September 2017 meeting - possibly ranking the projects. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Mike L. felt the recommendation regarding the Chesapeake Region Accessible Boating (CRAB) non-
profit organization – which suggests the creation of a plan to bring CRAB to the Annapolis area – 
needed to be adopted and sent to the county executive as soon as possible.    
 
The recommendation specifically outlines the establishment of a workgroup led by the County 
Department of Recreation & Parks, with participation of relevant state and local stakeholders for the 
purpose of drafting an achievable plan. It was also recommended that a preliminary plan be 
completed by December 1, 2017. 
 
Mike L. reminded everyone that CRAB has a distinguished record of providing persons with 
disabilities the opportunity to go sailing for the past 26 years and since Annapolis is the “Sailing 
Capital of the United States” – CRAB should become part of the community. Chief Krampf expressed 
that the police have worked with CRAB in the past with many projects and events.  
 
It was mentioned that - although the recommendation was a very positive one - the commission 
should proceed cautiously and not set the precedent of endorsing organizations. Recommendation 
was adopted. 
The commission then discussed recommendations regarding social media and the mobile application 
which could possibly list water access sites throughout the county. Chris C. indicated that a water 



access sign plan had been drafted – he gave a brief overview and will give to the commission for 
review. 
 
FY 18 BUDGET  
 
Rick Anthony addressed budgeted water access initiatives, announcing that the Bodkin Creek project 
was funded in the budget, and that the boat launch should still be going forward. He also indicated 
that improvements to Beverly Triton - including shoreline erosion in 2019 and construction in 2020 – 
were also included and that overall, the County Recreation and Parks budget for water access was 
very promising. 
 
ROWING CLUB PRESENTATION 
 
Chris Poulson of the Annapolis Rowing Club gave an overview of county rowing clubs and the need 
for a public boathouse. She indicated that the boathouse envisioned by the rowing community would 
be a simple one with an easy breakdown and storage.  
 
She expressed that Quiet Waters Park would be the ideal choice of rowing organizations; however 
Paul S. expressed concern about the space of the channel at Quiet Waters. The issue was raised 
about how to regulate the boathouse and that further discussion should occur regarding regulation 
before any recommendation would go forward. 
 
A Public Comment Period was held. 
 
Meeting adjourned the meeting at 7:57 PM, indicating that the next meeting would take place on 
September 20th from 6 PM to 8 PM at 2664 Riva Road (Chesapeake Room – 2nd Floor) Annapolis. 
 


