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Meeting Minutes  
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Final 

 
In attendance: Mike Lofton (Chair), Skip Zinck, George F. Johnson, Chip Walsh, Paul Spadaro, Bob 
Whitcomb, Fred Tutman, Denise Parisi, Baran Kilical,Terri Lehman, Maureen Pritchard, Larry Velten, Bruce 
Kellman, Brian Kelm, Carol Benson, William Krampf, Chris Carroll, and Pat Daly 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:01 PM. The commission approved the minutes from the September 21 
meeting. Mike Lofton then gave a very brief overview of the Executive Order, which lays out the commission’s 
mission. He reiterated that the commission will focus on drafting a set of recommendations only - and will not 
be acting as a planning advisory board. He announced the commission’s 2017 meeting schedule as follows: 
March 15, June 21, September 20, and December 20. Mike L. also reminded those in the audience of the 
public comment sign in sheet – indicating that public comments will be taken at the end of the meeting. 
 
PROJECT UPDATES 
 
Chris Carroll (Recreation and Parks) informed the commission that enhancement plans were still being 
reviewed for Beachwood and Downs Park. Consultants are looking at both parks for access capabilities and 
the possibility of boat ramp trailer launches.  
 
He also indicated that the consultants were reviewing an overall study with three recommendations which 
would give the county the greatest benefit when deciding on improvements and enhancements. The 
commission would be updated on which three move forward, and the county council will would then be 
required to approve the money allocated for those projects in the FY 18 budget.  
 
Chris C. also explained that the county was looking to work with the state to partner on Franklin Point Park. He 
indicated that this possible partnership is still in the preliminary stages; however this could be a possibility for 
increasing water access. Chris did mention that the park currently had limited car top boat launch capabilities - 
although it is very difficult to maneuver. He explained that the partnership would be a cooperative agreement 
including camping and water access.  
 
Chris C. also reported that the county was still looking at sights on the Patuxent River - including Wooten’s 
Landing - as a possible water access site. Mike L. explained that the county is also looking at possibly 
partnering with marinas for water access points – specifically on the Magothy River. He also reported that 
modifications would take place at Jack Creek Park in Shady Side, and that the county wishes to move dredge 
material from Idelwilde to Jack Creek Park to open capacity. Drafting stage of the county ramp project at 
Discovery Village was at 60% completion, and that a second ramp could possibly open in the Fall of 2018.  
 
Mike L. also announced that the County Executive had approved the commission’s first recommendation 
forwarded in November, which stressed that although public water access opportunities are limited in Anne 
Arundel County, the absence of readily available information identifying existing opportunities and common 
road signs providing direction make the problem worse.  In addition, the commission suggested improving the 
information listed on the county website of these opportunities. 
 
He explained that the county executive’s Chief of Staff - Diane Croghan - indicated that it was not yet known as 
to when the timeline for implementation would begin, however the proper agencies had been notified that the 
recommendation was approved. These include DPW, Recreation and Parks, and the police department. Mike 
L. hoped that there would be an update for the next commission meeting. 
 
BEACH ACCESS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 



The commission also discussed the lack of county beach access - indicating that Fort Smallwood Park was 
really the first true beach opened for swimming. Mike L. reminded members that the Executive Order did stress 
the need to open swimming and define sites for doing so. He suggested that the next recommendation should 
include opening access to more beaches and swimming. 
 
Mayo Beach Park was suggested as possible swimming site, however there are only currently about 15 days a 
year to do so. It was also mentioned that people already swim at Beverly Triton Beach even though a no 
swimming sign is posted – the question was asked how to address beaches that currently indicate no 
swimming. Mike L. indicated that was a question he could ask Chris C. and Recreation and Parks to address. 
He also explained that there is no legal reason for the restriction.  
 
Some members of the commission mentioned that there were similar jurisdictions that have the same set up 
that Anne Arundel County parks do – but that they include swimming. Furthermore – many have swimming 
without lifeguards - and indicate to swim at your own risk. Mike L. mentioned that the Mayo Study is also 
looking at opening swimming at Beverly Triton Beach; however a decision will not be made until after the final 
product of the Mayo plan is rolled out. He also indicated that he submitted comments on behalf of the 
commission to the consultants currently working on plans for Mayo parks.  
 
Some commission members indicated that while discussing more swimming access points was admirable, it 
may be pushing away from the bigger charge of finding sites for total water access. In addition, with more 
access to swimming, the county would have to invest in infrastructure for modifications. Others pointed out 
however, that there were plenty of opportunities for swimming and it should be a part of the public access 
definition. If residents are allowed to picnic and place their boats in the water, they should be able to swim 
there as well. Paul S. suggested that although there was not much possibility for enhancement - the end of 
Cypress Creek would be a good spot for swimming. He stressed that where a big issue with the Magothy River 
is a severe 20 foot drop – the piece of Cypress Creek he is suggesting is not within that zone. It was also 
mentioned that beach rentals could be an obstacle to more open days of swimming and that the commission 
should look at that process. Mike L. mentioned that rentals gross $100,000 a year - which was not as 
substantial as one might expect.  
 
Some commission members asked the question – how would residents react to these newly open beaches. 
Mike L. indicated that the county executive has appointed a planning committee of Mayo peninsula residents to 
look at these possibilities in order to keep communities affected more informed. He explained that changes as 
a result of any project are always of concern to citizens - including safety - which is why the commission has a 
police perspective when discussing possible recommendations. George J. addressed police response at public 
beaches and park facilities. He indicated that law-enforcement has an overwhelming amount calls for service 
throughout the county, and because of this, officers only respond on a case-by-case basis (how urgent is the 
call? is there a grave danger involved?). He also mentioned that even Maryland Natural Resources Police are 
spread extremely thin in the area.  
 
Mike L. indicated that Recreation and Parks was currently in the preliminary stages of forming their FY 18. He 
also stressed to members that the commission needed to keep a close eye on the budget, and that previous 
water access initiatives have been successful due to advocacy. He suggested that as the commission finds out 
what the water access budget will be, members should be at the ready to reach out to council members to 
voice their support. He also reminded the commission that funding was broken into two parts – the FY 18 
budget will go for planning, and (most likely) an FY 19 budget would be use for implementation.  
 
PRIORITY RANKING SYSTEM 
 
Mr. Walsh discussed a proposal for a priority ranking system of possible water access sites. He indicated that 
this would help narrow down the number of project choices and that the system would consider a specific 
criteria and award points to locations which meet the most criteria. The criteria would include boating, 
swimming, viewing the water, and fishing as the primary uses of the water – which are also the main uses laid 
out by the county executive. The commission agreed that the ranking system made good sense. Mike L. 
suggested that the County Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan (LPPR) might be a very good 
reference - as it has surveys on many projects. Paul S. suggested having someone from Recreation and Parks 



come in to speak on the LPPR to talk more about a possible ranking system. Fred Tutman also indicated that 
the Patuxent River Commission had a similar system, and that the commission should look at that as a 
possible starting point. Chris C. also indicated that the commission should investigate the need to expand 
paddling sites.  
 
ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION  
 
Bob Whitcomb asked the question where Recreation and Parks was with looking at new ramp possibilities. 
Mike L. indicated that the consultants are studying 8 to 10 County owned sites for boat ramp possibilities and 
there should be results of that study coming soon.  
 
It was mentioned that – although Carrs Wharf had been denied parking due to environmental concerns - and 
that the website indicates that it is a car top only launch site – signage at the site does not reflect this. If cars 
attempt to launch from boat trailers it would severely limit access. Members recommended that signage be 
updated because the policy cannot be enforced until the signage reflects that policy. Chris C. indicated that 
Recreation and Parks look into this.  
 
It was also asked if the county was still looking at increasing use of South River Farm Park. Chris C. indicated 
that the park is currently already being used for a number of purposes, and that the county has no future plans 
at this time to do anything more with the park. Mike L. explained that the park was part of the Mayo Study, and 
that there is a good possibility that enhancements could be forthcoming – possibly extending park hours. He 
also indicated that it was recommended to have the park gate relocated in order to increase parking. He 
mentioned other questions as well, to include opening the park seven days a week etc. However, the 
commission will not see movement on this until the plans for Mayo have been finalized.  
 
Paul S. gave an overview of the progress of the Magothy River Water Trail Project - which included a detailed 
map outlining 30 points of interest along the river – as well as a brief history of the Magothy’s 67 mile shoreline. 
He also discussed the Magothy History Project, including many videos - which could be accessed on YouTube 
– including stories about Broad Creek and Sprigg's Farm.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Public comment was heard from two Mayo residents: Lara Lutz and Robin Turk. 
 
Mike L. adjourned the meeting at 7:57 PM, indicating that the next meeting would take place on March 15th 
from 6 PM to 8 PM at 2664 for Riva Road (Chesapeake Room – 2nd Floor) Annapolis. 
 


