
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF MAY 15, 2014 MEETING 

Harmans Community Room, Arundel Mills 
 
  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael Caruthers at 6:40 p.m.  
  
Members present were: 

1. Michael Caruthers 
2. Rusty Bristow 
3. Gene Condon 
4. Senator Ed DeGrange 
5. Otis Duffie 
6. Clare Louder 
7. Delegate Ted Sophocleus 

                                                                                                                                                                           
Also present: Barbara Wilkins, Anne Arundel County Legislative Liaison Officer; Councilman Daryl 
Jones; Delegate Pam Beidle; and Carmen Gonzales, representing Joe Weinberg of Maryland Live!. 
  
Chairman Caruthers welcomed attendees and introduced the newest Residents member of the Local 
Development Council, Mr. Otis Duffie.  
 
A motion was made and approved to accept the March 6, 2014 Minutes as presented. 
 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Annapolis and Anne Arundel County 
 
Steven Cornette, the new CEO, introduced himself as having personal experience participating in Boys 
& Girls Clubs and how it provided him with a meaningful environment in which to grow.  The facility at 
Meade Village serves 85 youth daily with after school programs and a hot meal.  Mr. Cornette 
described the facility as a safe environment where adults care about the children, providing the youth 
with opportunities they would otherwise not have.  A $20 annual membership fee is charged, but no 
child is turned away.  Throughout the year, 337 children participate at Meade Village.  Some of the 
programs include a robotics club, healthy lifestyles, and college visits.  The Boys & Girls Club  
submitted a grant request for $20,000 to be used for operating costs. 
 
Mr. Duffie stressed the importance of transparency in how grant money is spent to make sure that any 
grant award would be dedicated to Meade Village.  Mr. Cornette confirmed that grant money would be 
used for its intended purpose. 
 
Mr. Caruthers asked what the funding sources were for the Boys & Girls Club.  Mr. Cornette said their 
annual budget was $1.5 million, with a per child cost of $1,163.  The largest sources of funds were 
from:  the organization’s Board of Directors; proceeds from the Youth of the Year Award Banquet; and 
a golf tournament.  Peter Summers, Board President, noted that they receive $70,000 in federal grants 
which is a dwindling source of revenue. 
 
Mr. Caruthers asked Mr. Summers whether they were part of People’s Community Center.  Mr. 
Summers said they were not because they did not have the resources to pay People’s the requested 
rent amount. 
 
Jessup Elementary School PTA – Update on FY 14 Technology Grant 
 
Laura Gutzwiller, President of the Jessup Elementary School PTA, provided an update on the 
implementation of the FY 14 $600,000 technology grant.  Four hundred iPads will be in use next week.  



2 

 

Beginning in the Fall 2014, all fourth and fifth graders at Jessup Elementary School will have iPads to 
use, and three resource carts will be available for the school.  Ms. Gutzwiller also referenced the 
Leader in MD training that has taken place.  She and her daughter Nancy thanked the LDC members 
for recommending this grant award and expressed their gratitude for the learning opportunities that will 
be provided to Jessup students. 
 
Review of FY 2015 Community Grant Applications 
 
Approximately 20 Community Grant applications were submitted to be awarded from a total of 
$250,000.   
 
The LDC had given priority to several FY 14 grant applications for which insufficient money existed.  
They are:  Severn Crest HOA; Quail Run Community Association; Severn Improvement Association; 
Anne Arundel Association for Family and Community Education; and Severn Athletic Association.  The 
total amount requested for these applications is $108,386. 
 
A number of applications were deemed to be ineligible because they were outside of the three mile 
radius and not targeted to a specific population in the area, or exceeded the $40,000 maximum award 
amount.  These include: Power Hawks Robotics Club; Maryland Hall for Creative Arts; Anne Arundel 
County Mental Health Agency, BWI Partnership; Anne Arundel County Food Bank; Annapolis Maritime 
Museum; SPAN; Chesapeake Center for Youth Development. 
 
The applications for National Coalition of 100 Black Women and Chesapeake Arts Center were not fully 
understood.  Questions arose as to the purpose of the organization and/or costs associated with the 
project. 
 
National Electronics Museum will be invited to make a presentation in June.  
 
Anne Arundel County Partnership for Children, Youth and Families and A.D. Cherry Early Childhood 
Music Outreach Program are focused on Meade Village.  Mr. Caruthers suggested that Pam Brown, 
AACPCYF, make a presentation to the County Executive on the Promise Neighborhood proposal 
because of its cost and possible integration with other programs. 
 
Hebron-Harmans Elementary School and BWMC farmer’s market will be given favorable consideration.  
Hospice of the Chesapeake will also be reviewed favorably, if sufficient money is available. 
 
Chairman Caruthers suggested that in FY 16, all grant applicants be invited to make a presentation to 
the LDC so that all projects could be better understood.  Applicants would not be eligible if they did not 
make a presentation. 
 
LDC Comments 
 
Chairman Caruthers questioned why the Budget Office submitted the FY 15 LDC budget to Council 
based on $15 million in revenues, rather than the $17 million in estimated revenues provided to the 
LDC.  Barbara Wilkins responded that the $17 million revenue estimate had been used by the General 
Assembly’s Department of Legislative Services in the winter 2014.  The County’s Budget Officer 
revised that estimate downward in anticipation of a greater negative impact when the Baltimore City 
Horseshoe Casino comes on line in August.  The $2 million in reduced revenues was taken out of the 
Anne Arundel County Community College appropriation. 
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Councilman Jones indicated the LDC budget was discussed by Council earlier in the day and Council 
directed that any increase in VLT revenues would come back to the LDC for reallocation. 
 
Chairman Caruthers requested that John Hammond, Budget Officer, appear before the LDC in 
September to discuss the process for estimating and reallocating revenues.  Delegate Beidle noted that 
the County Auditor would complete her FY 14 audit in September - October and suggested that Mr. 
Hammond also provide an audit response to the LDC in the Fall. 
 
The next meeting will be scheduled in late June at which time Community Grant awards will be 
decided.  Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.   
 
Minutes submitted by:  Barbara Wilkins 
 
 
 
   


