
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 5, 2013 MEETING 
Harmans Community Room, Arundel Mills 

 
  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael Caruthers at 6:30 p.m.  
  
Members present were: 

1. Michael Caruthers 
2. Rusty Bristow 
3. Gene Condon 
4. Senator Ed DeGrange 
5. Clare Louder 
6. Robert Marsili 
7. Lore Peterson 
8. Delegate Ted Sophocleus 
9. Joe Weinberg 

                                                                                                                                                                          
Also present:  Delegate Pam Beidle, Councilman Daryl Jones, and Barbara Wilkins, Anne Arundel 
County Legislative Liaison Officer. 
  
Chairman Caruthers welcomed attendees.  A motion was made and approved to accept the November 
14, 2013 Minutes as presented. 
 
West Arundel Creative Arts 
 
Kathleen Ouellette made a presentation on behalf of West Arundel Creative Arts (WACA)  President 
Rebecca Feibel.  WACA has submitted a grant application to bring art performances and arts education 
to Odenton and surrounding communities.  The proposal is a five-year, $7 million plan to purchase land 
and construct an arts facility, including a 100-200 seat theatre and classroom space for music, dance, 
art and acting classes. 
 
Phase I of the project is projected to cost $910,000.  The organization is looking to purchase a 1950’s 
house across from the Odenton MARC station and has the support of the Odenton Town Center 
Advisory Committee.  The project’s proposed location is outside of the 3-mile radius of MD Live.  
Further questions regarding the project should be directed to the WACA President. 
 
Best Buddies 
 
Vince Fiduccia, MD Director, described the mission of Best Buddies as creating opportunities for one-
to-one friendships, integrated employment and leadership development for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (IDD).  Best Buddies requested $100,000 to launch a jobs program in Anne 
Arundel County.  The money would be used to hire two job counselors and target companies within a 
three-mile radius of MD Live to provide job opportunities for 10 to 12 adults with IDD who are 
graduating from area high schools.  Targeted job opportunities would include government offices, law 
offices and entertainment venues.   
 
Michael Taylor, Best Buddy Ambassador, has been an office assistant at Best Buddies office in Towson 
for 10 years. He spoke of the importance of a job in improving the quality of life for people with IDD in 
the same way it does for all people -- by providing a purpose, personal relationships, and the financial 
ability to live independently. 
 
 



 
 
Anne Arundel County Community Action Agency 
 
Gretchen Huntley, Acting CEO, described the Anne Arundel County Community Action Agency 
(AACCAA) as the designated anti-poverty agency for Anne Arundel County. AACCAA also runs Head 
Start Centers, including centers in Meade Village, Brooklyn Park and Freetown.  AACCAA’s  funding 
has been flat over many years. 
 
Sascha Lipczenko, Acting Deputy CEO and Youth Services Director, said that the Youth Services 
Bureau provides mental health services for youth and behavioral counseling. Mental health services 
have been identified as a critical need within the County.  However, transportation has been an 
obstacle to families from West and North County from being able to access services.  
 
Therefore, AACCAA requested $40,000 to bring Youth Services programming to the Arundel Mills area 
in partnership with Anne Arundel County Public School and community groups.  The funds would be 
used to provide therapeutic/counselor treatment hours, a translator when needed, and administrative 
overhead to serve the Arundel Mills area.  Services for approximately 25 families could be provided. 
 
FY 2014 Grant Application Review 
 
Lore Peterson reported that 25 grant applications have been received to date.  She will e-mail LDC 
members the date/time for reviewing grant applications. 
 
The FY 2015 Community Grant Application and a new deadline for submission will be developed  soon 
after the FY 2014 Community Grants are awarded. 
 
Community Needs - Long-Range Budget Plan (FY 2015 - 2017)  
 
Mike Caruthers assigned LDC members to serve as liaisons and advisors for each particular needs 
category: 
 
Parks     Rusty Bristow and Lore Peterson 
Transportation/Mobility  Gene Condon and Clare Louder 
Health & Wellness   Mike Caruthers and Fran Schmidt 
Student Enrichment Programs Donzella Parker Bert and Kam Cooke 
Community Beautification  Jeffrey Hargrave and Robert Marsili 
 
These members will serve as the point person for grant applications and project requests in their 
respective needs category.  The list will be posted on the LDC website. 
 
Public Comments 
 
Trash in the area along Arundel Mills Boulevard to Arundel Mills and on various ramps continues to be 
a concern.  Senator DeGrange will contact State Highway Administration (SHA) and request they 
sweep for trash twice a month.   
 
Willowbend Homeowners Association raised the issue of a needed sidewalk on Clark Road in Hanover.  
They missed the grant application deadline.  Willowbend has contacted Senator DeGrange and Anne 
Arundel County as well.  Note:  LDC is recommending a $500,000 annual sidewalk program be funded, 
beginning in FY 2015 which is designed to address these sidewalk issues. 
 
The next meeting of the LDC is January 9, 2014 at 6:30pm in the Harmans Community Room at the 
Arundel Mills Mall.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.  Minutes submitted by:  Barbara Wilkins 



 
 
 
   


