
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY LOCAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF OCTOBER 24, 2013 MEETING 
Harmans Community Room, Arundel Mills 

  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael Caruthers at 6:30 p.m.  
  
Members present were: 

1. Michael Caruthers 
2. Donzella Parker Bert 
3. Rusty Bristow 
4. Gene Condon 
5. Kam Cooke 
6. Claire Louder 
7. Robert Marsili 
8. Lore Peterson 
9. Delegate Ted Sophocleus 
10. Rob Norton (representing Joseph Weinberg)                                                                                                    

 
Also present:  Councilman Daryl Jones, and Barbara Wilkins, Anne Arundel County Legislative Liaison 
Officer. 
  
Chairman Caruthers welcomed attendees.  A motion was made and approved to accept the October 3, 
2013 Minutes as presented. 
 
Long-Range Budget Plan (FY 2015 - 2017) 
 
Chairman Caruthers initiated a discussion of possible areas that might be appropriate for funding to 
address various needs in the surrounding community.  Those areas include, but are not limited to, 
parks, transportation/mobility, health and wellness, student enrichment programs, and community 
beautification.  Various projects were mentioned, including Harmans Park, addressing infant death 
rates, establishing a Farmer’s Market, and tutoring/mentoring programs. 
 
Mr. Marsili would like the Department of Public Works (DPW) to follow-up in connection with his request 
for  landscaping that would create a “Gateway” onto Arundel Mills Blvd. 
 
The Villages of Dorchester is interested in trash pick-up in the vicinity of the casino.  A request was 
made to follow-up with DPW to estimate the cost for a 12-month continual clean-up of this area. 
 
Mr. Caruthers asked Council members by November 1 to volunteer (by e-mailing Barbara Wilkins/Mike 
Caruthers) for one of the budget areas and agree to spearhead ideas for funding and interested non-
profit service providers.   
 
Parks Facilities’ Needs 
 
Mark Garrity, Recreation and Parks, presented park facilities’ needs within the 3-mile radius of MD Live 
casino that are included in the County’s Park Master Plan.  The list totaled $5.3 million, $3 million of 
which was for improvements to Matthewstown Harmans Park.  Note:  Mr. Garrity subsequently 
submitted to the LDC a revised Park Improvement List because the original list inadvertently left out $3 
million to replace three existing multipurpose fields with artificial turf, thereby increasing the total to $8.3 
million.  The total FY 14 Park Renovation budget is $1 million.  Mr. Bristow is particularly interested in 
the upgrade of Matthewstown Harmans Park and there was considerable discussion regarding this 
project.  Mr. Garrity said that a project of this size would take approximately 3-4 years to construct.  Mr. 



Garrity also noted that the $2.2 million in park maintenance projects were unlikely to be funded in the 
Capital Budget because of limitations on funding and their place in the funding queue. 
 
Transportation Issues 
 
George Cardwell, Office of Planning and Zoning (OPZ), addressed two transportation-related issues.  
 
Inquiry by the Villages of Dorchester (e-mail from Vicki Fleming) 
 

1. Lack of sidewalks on Teague and Ridge Roads should have been picked up during the 
development process, and they need to be built.  Mr. Cardwell indicated he would put them 
into the Sidewalk Program (request for ongoing funding for a Sidewalk/Bikeway Program); and 

2. Need for guardrails at various locations was a function of evaluation by DPW traffic engineering 
and whether guardrails would actually solve a problem or create an additional problem. 

 
Race Road Realignment. Mr. Cardwell informed the LDC of a Public Workshop scheduled for 
November 18, 2013 at 6pm (Jessup Improvement Association, 2920 Jessup Road) to provide 
information about a planning study being conducted by the OPZ Transportation Division in connection 
with potential realignments of Race Road between Orchard Road and Jessup Road (MD Rt 175) in 
Jessup.  The purpose is to gather information from the public, area property owners and other 
interested persons about environmental resources, traffic conditions and other items of importance in 
the area along Jessup Road (MD Route 175) between Wigley Ave. and Clark Rd. 
 
Mr. Cardwell informed the LDC that there is a high accident rate because of the current alignment and 
Rt. 175 traffic is projected to dramatically increase.  Alignment alternatives will be developed in early 
Spring and a preferred alternative likely in early Summer.  The developer interested in the Race Road 
realignment will contribute impact aid to the project, but that amount will be insufficient to pay for the 
entire cost of the realignment.  The LDC may be asked to consider this project as a potential candidate 
for funding. 
 
 FY14 Public Safety/Transportation Contingency Fund Expenditures ($1.5 million) 
 
The LDC approved the FY14 expenditure of $1 million for transportation improvements as follows: 

Pavement Management Improvements (repaving of arterial and collector projects impacted most 
directly by traffic to and from the MD Live! Casino) 

P5 CLARK RD RESURFACING (H478600)    $330,000  
P6 JACOBS RD W RESURFACING (H478600)   $330,000 
P7 RIDGE CHAPEL RD RESURFACING (H478600)   $141,000  
P8 METACOMET RD RESURFACING (H478600)   $140,000  

     SUBOTAL  $941,000 

Sidewalk/Bikeway Improvements (initiate design in FY 14 to expedite construction in subsequent years 
of sidewalk/bikeway improvements identified within a 3-mile radius of MD Live! Casino) 

Design        $100,000 

     TOTAL             $1,041,000 



*Department of Public Works ability to undertake these projects in FY 14 is contingent on there being no conflicts with any planned 
utility or other capital project. 

The LDC intends for future transportation improvement expenditures to be evenly divided between 
Pavement Management Improvements and Sidewalk/Bikeway Improvements.  Construction of 
sidewalks could not be executed within the current fiscal year; therefore, only design money is being 
recommended.   
 
For future planning purposes, it is estimated that $1 million will be available for transportation 
improvements, with $500,000 for pavement management and $500,000 for design, right-of-way and 
construction of pedestrian improvements within the three-mile radius of MD Live casino. 
 
Arundel Mills Public Safety Corridor Office.  A cost estimate of the build out for the Arundel Mills Public 
Safety Corridor Office will be presented to the LDC for approval at a future meeting. 
 
Approval of Grant Application Guidelines 
 
Grant Application Guidelines were approved and will be posted on the LDC website. 
 
 
Barbara Wilkins will follow-up with Greg Africa, DPW, in connection with the need for landscaping 
Arundel Mills Boulevard coming off of the Parkway, pursuant to Mr. Marsili’s suggestion at the October 
3, 2013 meeting.   
 
The next meeting of the LDC is November 14 at 6:30pm in the Harmans Community Room at the 
Arundel Mills Mall. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
 
 
Minutes submitted by:  Barbara Wilkins 
 
 
 
   


