
 

Anne Arundel County 

Veterans Affairs Commission  

13 June, 2018, 6:00 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

44 Calvert Street, Annapolis, MD 

 

Commission Members in Attendance:  David Hogen, Robert Leib, Brian Kelm, Kathleen Morrison, Adger 

Stokes, Karla Stewart Lathroum 

Phone Participants:  Harlan Harrell, Terry Douglas 

Commission Members Absent:   John Bremer, George Matthews, Paul McGuire, Kathleen Reents, Curtis 

Jones 

Guests:  Debra Luzietti-Myers ( Paralyzed Veterans of America, phone-in) 

 

Opening Remarks 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00PM, opened by Chair, David Hogen, with the Pledge of Allegiance 

and welcoming of guests. 

Chairman’s Report – Chair noted he’d been assisting a deceased veteran’s disabled daughter regarding 

Social Security benefits and related matters. In the process, he learned of additional resources available 

from the county Social Services Department to assist until the matters could be resolved. Chair also 

noted he’d received numerous, very positive comments on the VAC/American Legion Post 141 co-

sponsored Memorial Day event, led by Commissioner Adger Stokes. 

Old Business  

 2 May meeting minutes were approved previously via email and posted on the web.   

 

 A Review of the Memorial Day Event, held at 11:00 AM on Monday 28 May, 2018 at 1920 

Governor Ritchie Hwy, and co-hosted by the VAC and American Legion Post 141, was conducted.  

 

o Dedicated to fallen heroes, the event was deemed a success. The one-hour ceremony, 

emcee’d by Adger, was attended by approximately 150 guests. The weather was good 

and thus the event did not need to be moved to the American Legion Post 141 location. 



o The speaker, Heather Shreve, was well-received. Her speech theme, “The Light of a Hero 

Never Goes Out,” a line from her book drawn from her grandfather’s war diaries and 

titled Once A Colonel, had great traction with the audience. 

o In addition, the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Brian, the National Anthem was expertly 

sung by Eve Hurwitz, the bugler was on pitch, the JROTC Color Guard were 

“professional,” and a wreath was provided by Post 141. 

o Logistics went smoothly with the podium, chairs, water, portable latrines and the 

announcing system provided by the Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs’ 

Cemetery team (Russell Ware), and the Police Department ably managed traffic control 

and parking. 

o Attendance at the reception following the ceremony, held at the American Legion Post 

141, was light, despite printed directions being provided to attendees with the program.  

o Thank you’s were sent out by Adger following the event. 

o Marketing lessons learned – (a) the thorough marketing efforts (Kathleen and Paul) paid 

off, given the high attendance, and (b) The Capital newspaper only wants notification 

one week prior to the event. 

 

 Tax Benefits Awareness – Dave is still conducting research, identifying current sources and info, 

with the intent of posting the info/links on the website and possibly via social media.  

2018 Initiatives 

 State Legislature Support (Bob) – It was proposed we investigate adding info on the website 
showing not only the state veterans caucus “agenda” but also current bill status/info, 
possibly via a link to the desired status info. Bob agreed to investigate.  
 

 Support for AACty Vet-oriented Events (Adger) – Assess possibility of a Veterans Day event 
at September meeting. 
 

 AACty Vets Court (Kathy R) – Additional mentors are needed for Veterans Court.  The next 
training class will be held on 25 June. 
 

 Bylaws Update (Dave) – The process involves AACty attorney review, County Executive 
review, Gov’t Relations Officer scheduling and County Council approval. County Council did 
not receive it yet due to issues with other parts of the overall submission. 
 

 Pamphlet, Vet Service Orgs (for vets lacking internet access, for use at events, etc.) (Karla) – 
Karla provided an initial version for review/comment. One suggestion was to focus it 
primarily on County resources/contacts, with limited Federal/State info that is available 
elsewhere. Commissioners were requested to provide additional County resource info to 
Karla. Dave will provide a draft list as well, and confirm accuracy of County info with 
Bernadine/Nancy. 



 Communications Plan (Kathie & Paul) – Kathie stated this is essentially done, and will be 
provided to the Commission for final review. Website updating continues on a routine, as-
needed basis.  
 

 Topically-focused Vet Workshops at various AACty locations (Adger) – Determined to be 
duplicative with VSO-run events. Possibly VAC could assist with marketing such VSO-run 
events, and/or assist in other ways, but this initiative is tabled until additional information 
can be obtained from VSOs. 

 
 Establishing a Community Veterans Engagement Board (CVEB) (Brian) – tabled. 

 
 Establishing a Mental Health “Serving Together”-type initiative (Gunny) – tabled; Dave 

noted Curtis had been in touch with Julie, who is knowledgeable.  
 

New Business  

 Seek to implement a Veterans Service Officer position in Annapolis, funded by City & AACty.  The 
VAC will take the initiative to the County Executive’s office once more research is completed on 
roles/responsibilities, and what is being done in other nearby counties. How such a County Veteran 
Service Officer’s role would differ from VA-funded advocacy contractors as well as Veteran Service 
Organizations’ self-designated roles, will also need to be addressed. It was noted that the Vet Center 
in Annapolis is Fed VA-funded, but only serves combat vets for specific purposes. A suggestion was 
made to investigate having a Fed VA-paid employee “on loan” to fill the role pending funding via the 
County budget process. Dave will coordinate. 
 

 Meeting Schedule Update – Next meeting is scheduled for September 5th, 2018 at 6:00PM at Office 

of Constituent Services, 44 Calvert Street, Annapolis.  Subsequent meetings will be held October 3rd 

and November 7th, 2018. 

Meeting Adjourned:     6:45 PM 


