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Odenton Town Center Advisory Committee 

Western District Police Station 

8273 Telegraph Road, Odenton, MD 21113 

June 27, 2017 

Meeting Notes 

 

Members Present: Courtney Spangler, Gordon Groven, Andrea Mansfield, Paulette McCree 

Ex Officio Members: Raj Kudchadkar, Allison Moeding 

Members Absent: Ed Keohane, Matthew Korbelak, Kim Madore, Antonio Pimentel, Steve 

Randol, Mary Burkholder 

Visitors: Trevor Well, Sandra Deeds, Jason Schwier, Craig McBurney, Jonathan Williams 

County Staff: Lynn Miller, Mark Wildonger, Don Zeigler 

 

Administrative items: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:40pm. The agenda was approved as circulated. The minutes 

were approved with changes. 

 

Future Meeting Topics: 

Ms. Spangler recapped the “New Business” item from the May meeting when the Committee 

discussed ways they can be more involved and be better advocates for the master plan and 

community. Ms. Spangler identified several items the Committee may want to discuss: 

understanding the legislative process; development and planning process; being more plugged 

into the Central Maryland Chamber of Commerce; and being kept up to date on what 

development, development modifications, and capital projects are proposed, being reviewed, 

approved/denied, and under construction. To achieve that, she suggested it would be helpful to 

have staff from the County’s Office of Planning and Zoning (OPZ), Department of Public Works 

(DPW), the County’s Transit office, the State Highway Administration, and the Maryland 

Department of Transportation available at select meetings.  Topics that could be discussed 

include development, transit, bike share programs, the Maglev project, pedestrian connectivity, 

and design cohesiveness. She also mentioned it would be helpful to conduct a tour of Odenton.  

 

Ms. Miller explained OPZ will work to best schedule presenters given the need to provide 

advance notice as well as accommodating developer presentations which will be a priority. She 

will coordinate amongst the County departments to schedule presentations. 

 

In regards to a site visit, Mr. Wildonger is working to secure a County vehicle. Due to an already 

scheduled developer presentation on the July agenda, the tour may need to be on alternate date 

and time. Mr. Wildonger will coordinate with the Committee to identify a date and time that 

works for everyone. 
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Mr. Kudchadkar said he would be happy to present issues related to the OTC on behalf of the 

Central Maryland Chamber of Commerce. He will tentatively plan to present at the August 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Wildonger will provide an overview of development and capital projects at next month’s 

meeting. He along with the representative from the County’s Development Division can review 

the development and modification process. 

 

Ms. Miller suggested the topics of transportation planning, bike share, and public transit could be 

one or more separate agenda items. She will check with county staff to schedule something 

possibly in the fall. Ms. Miller noted the County is currently updating the Transit Development 

Plan. The project started last fall and a draft plan is expected this fall. The County is taking a 

regional approach by working with Howard County. Ms. Miller recommended it might make 

sense to have the Transportation Officer Ramond Robinson and the consultant present this topic 

when the draft is ready. 

 

Mr. Kudchadkar suggested adding an agenda item “Advocacy” so the Committee could have the 

opportunity to discuss items, like capital projects, on a monthly basis and in a more 

comprehensive manner. 

 

Ms. Mansfield asked for clarification on how the and when the Fiscal Year 2019 budget is 

formed. Ms. Miller explained work on the budget begins annually in September. In September, 

all county agencies get notification to submit requests if they have any recommendations for new 

projects. County agencies then prepare materials for project requests which are due at the end of 

October. DPW coordinates all the requests, prepares cost estimates, and compiles a preliminary 

budget. The Budget Committee then reviews, prioritizes, and recommends projects. The County 

Executive’s office and the Budget Officer make a decision in December/January as to what 

projects make it into the proposed preliminary budget. The preliminary budget is then presented 

to the Planning Advisory Board (PAB) in a series of meetings from February to March. The PAB 

may offer recommendations on the proposed budget. The County Executive and Budget Office 

may make some changes before the preliminary draft budget is introduced to the County Council 

in April. 

 

Ms. Miller explained County staff prepares the Odenton Town Center Annual Report in August 

which includes priority projects of what the County and Committee think are important and what 

the County Executive should promote. The OTC Annual Report is posted online at 

aacounty.org/otc. 
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Ms. Miller suggested the Committee discuss potential capital projects at the August meeting. Ms. 

Mansfield asked if there are other groups with which the Committee should be coordinating. 

After discussing several outreach approaches including a separate public meeting or online 

surveys, the group decided the best approach will be to include a specific agenda item at the 

August meeting to solicit input from the community on OTC related capital projects. The 

Committee agreed they will need to keep comments focused on infrastructure in the OTC and 

stay within the mission of the OTC Master Plan. The Constituent Services office can assist in 

advertising the meeting. 

 

Ms. Miller summarized the tentative upcoming OTC Advisory Committee meeting agendas, 

subject to change due to staff availability and/or developer presentations. July will feature the 

Academy Yard Phase 2 presentation and a County presentation of development and capital 

projects. In August, Mr. Kudchadkar will present the Chamber’s top capital project priorities and 

the Committee will listen to community ideas on capital projects in the OTC. Transportation 

planning and transit planning presentations can be held in the fall. Mr. Wildonger will also send 

out dates and times for an OTC tour to be held in July or August. 

 

New business: 

None. 

 

General public comment: 

Mr. Schwier advised the Committee and the County that some roads within Town Center 

Commons will now prohibit on-street parking which will displace some MARC commuters who 

park on-street. He encouraged the County to keep this in mind as well as stay updated to other 

HOA’s policies as they may change future County planning decisions, specifically as they relate 

to public parking. He also recommended the County look in providing more green space and 

more recreational opportunities as the population grows. Ms. Miller mentioned there are funds in 

the budget to review the feasibility of a public park at the Nevada Avenue site or at the library 

site. Mr. Kudchadkar said there are developers who are interested in the prospect of a public park 

in the OTC. In regards to the future OTC Committee tour, Mr. Schwier encouraged the 

Committee to visit the MD 175 and Town Center Boulevard intersection during rush hour and 

cross the street. He noted it is an extremely difficult and dangerous intersection for pedestrians 

during rush hour. He said most people living in Town Center Commons are happy, but traffic 

and traffic enforcement is a problem. 

 

Mr. Williams was excited to hear about the Committee being proactive. He agrees the 

Committee should also tour the community on foot to get a better perspective of some of the 

issues. He added that the OTC is missing some key elements that make up the fabric of the 

community like creating an identity and events. He encouraged Committee members to attend 

“Food Truck Thursday” to talk to people. He also used the example of the recent collaboration of 
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the Chamber with the Arundel High School art program to install a series of public artworks in 

the community. He thought more opportunities for public art should be encouraged. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. The next meeting is scheduled for July 25, 2017 at the 

Western District Police Station. 


