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Odenton Town Center Advisory Committee 

Western District Police Station 

8273 Telegraph Road, Odenton, MD  

December 21, 2016 

Meeting Notes 

 

Members Present:  Gordon Groven, Ed Keohane, Matthew Korbelak, Kim Madore, Paulette 

McCree, Steve Randol 

Ex Officio Members:  Claire Louder  

Members Absent:  Courtney Spangler, Antonio Pimentel, Mary Burkholder 

Visitors:  Jonathan Williams, Nancy Perillo, Ron Perillo, Genevieve Ungar, Mae Linsmaier, Raj 

Kudchadkar, Bob Rose, Andrew Beyea, Stephanie Duncan Troxell, Charles Zellen, Dave 

Abrams 

County Staff:  Mark Wildonger, Lynn Miller, Mike Fox 

 

Administrative items: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:40pm.  Due to Courtney’s absence, Ed volunteered to chair 

the committee for the meeting.  The agenda and minutes were approved as circulated. 

 

Recap of University of Maryland’s Public Common Design:  Dave Abrams, Mark Wildonger 

Dave recapped the University of Maryland Partnership for Action Learning in Sustainability 

(PALS) project.  The Landscape Architecture Department at the University of Maryland, led a 

class that developed a concept plan for a proposed public common in the Odenton Town Center 

Core area.  The students studied a site consisting of four parcels located on the northern side of 

MD 175 at the intersection of MD 175 and Nevada Avenue.  These parcels were chosen due to 

their proximity to residential and commercial space in the Core, the need for open space in the 

area, and that there were no active development plans for the parcels.  Dave noted the Library 

site, identified in the Master Plan, is still in play as a potential park, but was not in the scope of 

this project. 

 

Dave explained the student’s conducted site visits to better familiarize themselves with the site 

which informed their creative designs. 

 

Mark reviewed the two concept designs, one that plans for the elimination of Nevada Ave. and 

the other which keeps Nevada Ave.  Both concept plans along with an executive summary will 

be posted on the County’s website once they are received from the University of Maryland. 



 

The “no road” option features a gateway arch and water feature at the southeastern portion of the 

site.  Heading north along the multi-use path are two playground areas – one for younger 

children and the other for older children.  These playground sites are within sight lines of the 

deck off the rear of the Disney House.  The Disney House was identified to be retained and be 

converted into a café.  The northeast section of the park also features a splashpad.  An 

amphitheater is located in the northwest portion of the park.  In the southwest area is a Ft. Meade 

memorial.  Each of these elements surrounds a central lawn area that supports multi-functional 

programming.  The open lawn also supports overflow seating from the amphitheater.   Rain 

gardens are located at the center of the site and southern portion and serve to not only capture 

stormwater, but also serve an education purpose.  The site also features several access points 

from the surrounding roads. 

 

The “road” option also features a gateway sculpture and water feature on the southern portion of 

the site.  To the north of the sculpture is a seating area and pergola that adds shading during the 

summer months.  Adjacent to the pergola is a boardwalk material that carries across the street 

(pavers) and continues to the Disney House, which will also function as a café.  This group of 

student’s had the same idea as the previous group where an elevated deck in the rear would 

provide parents a better view to a natural play area in the northeast corner of the property.  To the 

south of the play area and Disney House is a four season garden that will feature vegetation that 

provides color year round.  A smaller central lawn is situated between the garden and a Ft. 

Meade Memorial area.  At the northwest portion of the site is an amphitheater.  The stage can 

transform into an ice-skating rink in the winter.  A central lawn is located to the southeast of the 

amphitheater.  The lawn is multi-functional and can also serve as overflow seating for the 

amphitheater.  Nevada Ave., located in the middle of the site, is improved with pavers to help 

slow traffic and indicate to driver’s this is a park area.  Parking would be provided along Nevada 

Ave. 

 

Committee Questions/Comments: 

The Committee was supportive of both ideas and liked many of the elements.  Though benches 

were not identified on the graphic, the student’s intended for flexible seating throughout the site.  

A couple of the Committee members asked whether fencing was provided around the playground 

area, given their proximity to the road.  Dave and Mark explained that vegetation was to act as a 

barrier and the intent was to keep the site as natural as possible. 

 

Public Questions/Comments: 

Ron Perillo felt there should be more areas for shelter, in the event of a storm. 

 

A member from the public asked about next steps.  Lynn explained this was the first step of the 

process which could take several years, depending upon acquisition of the four parcels.  The next 



step would be a more detailed planning and feasibility study, followed by engineering, and 

construction. 

 

OTC Capital Projects Update:  Mark Wildonger 

Mark handed out a combined list of Anne Arundel County Capital Projects and Maryland State 

Highway Administration projects in and around the Odenton Town Center.  An updated list of 

the Development Projects and corresponding map was handed out.  These materials can be found 

on the County’s Odenton Town Center website. 

 

Committee Questions/Comments: 

None 

 

Public Questions/Comments: 

Jonathan asked whether the Committee has identified capital project priorities and if there could 

be an opportunity to collaborate.  Ed agreed that it would be a good idea to collaborate given the 

upcoming Planning Advisory Board meetings to discuss the budget.  Jonathan stressed that now 

is the time to team up to have a unified voice in order to advocate for specific OTC projects. 

 

Lynn mentioned there is a significant amount of funding already allocated for the OTC in the 

form of TIF funding and funds for the design, acquisition, and construction of the Grid Streets. 

 

Steve thought the amount of improvements and capital projects continues to push Odenton to the 

tipping point where its character emerges. 

 

Applications for Committee vacancy:  Lynn Miller 

Lynn announced the County received letters of interest from eight individuals for the Committee 

vacancy.  Each applicant was invited to attend the meeting so they could introduce themselves. 

Sandra Deeds introduced herself as being from a military family and sought a career in the 

military as a station officer.  During her career she served in intelligence, engineering, housing, 

and master planning for inbound and outbound units.  She enjoys the services Odenton has to 

offer and feels she has a diverse background and talents. 

Lynn explained the Committee serves several functions.  It is an opportunity for County staff to 

hear from the community and for the members of the public to be advocates for projects. The 

Committee hears presentations from developers, reviews development applications, and 

discusses other business relating to the Odenton Town Center. 

Andrew Beyea is a five year resident of Odenton.  He is an architect who has designed several 

mixed use communities in Baltimore.  He is currently working on church and community center 

projects.  Andrew recently hosted a forum to discuss how millennials use their space.  He wants 

to be more aware of development in the area and have more of an influence, especially since 

moving to the area with his family. 



Chuck Zellen lives in Town Center Commons and has run his own construction company, as 

well as run a restaurant.  He has experience in utility work, blueprints, bidding, marketing, and 

the restaurant business.  He is looking to get involved since he plans on staying here for a while.  

He considers himself an idea guy who can bring the business perspective to the Committee. 

He asked what the status was of the parking garages.  Lynn said the focus is on developing the 

west lot which will include retail, residential, and a parking structure.  The development group 

will be presenting their plans at the January meeting and are planning to submit their preliminary 

plan application in February or March.  Future phases would include the north lot and the 

county’s DPW yard.  However, the DPW yard redevelopment hinges on them moving to a 

different location.  Nothing is proposed on the on east lot for the time being. 

Lynn asked if the Committee wanted to discuss the candidates.  Ed thought they all seemed 

capable and that most lived in Odenton or in an adjacent community.  Paulette agreed.  Steve 

was excited about strengths many possessed from business experience to master planning to 

creative design.  Matthew made the point that Andrew has experience in reaching out to 

millennials and the younger generation and that adding youth to the Committee is a great thing, 

especially since they are the ones going to be living here.  Claire noted Odenton is trending 

younger.  Steve likes seeing the variety of viewpoints and felt it will make the Committee 

stronger. 

 

General public comment: 

Claire introduced Raj Kudchadkar, the new West County Chamber of Commerce President and 

CEO.  His background is in land use, disability, dispute law.  He has recently served as the 

Deputy Director of BRAC in Howard County for approximately five years before being 

promoted to the Deputy Director of Planning and Zoning in Howard County.  He has worked 

with community and civic organizations and is familiar with many of the stakeholders in the 

area.  He discussed the recent merger with the Baltimore Washington Corridor Chamber and is 

excited about the vision given the amount of potential growth in the region.  He noted their new 

geographic scope is approximately a 25 mile radius from Ft. Meade, which includes portions of 

Montgomery County, Prince George’s County, Howard County, Anne Arundel County, and the 

City of Laurel. 

Steve mentioned that he attended a public information meeting about the proposed Maglev Train 

to connect Washington and Baltimore in 15 minutes with a stop at BWI.  Japan has contributed 

$2 million for feasibility study.  He thought a project like this could have an impact on this area.  

He said the group is receiving comments until mid-January.  The group is in the scoping phase 

and will move to the Environmental Impact Assessment shortly.  He provided the link if anyone 

was interested in more information - http://www.baltimorewashingtonscmaglevproject.com/ 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:17pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 31, 2017. 

http://www.baltimorewashingtonscmaglevproject.com/

