
 

Odenton Town Center Advisory Committee 

Western District Police Station 

8273 Telegraph Road, Odenton, MD  

October 25, 2016 

Meeting Notes 

 

Members Present:  Courtney Spangler, Gordon Groven, Ed Keohane, Matthew Korbelak, Kim 

Madore, Paulette McCree, Antonio Pimentel, Steve Randol 

Ex Officio Members:  Mary Burkholder 

Members Absent:  Bruce McPherson, Claire Louder 

Visitors:  Dave Helmecki, Dennis Nola, Jody Greber 

County Staff:  Mark Wildonger, Lynn Miller 

 

Administrative items: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm.  The agenda and minutes were approved as 

circulated. 

 

Public Common Design:  Dennis Nola, University of Maryland 

Dennis Nola, professor in the Landscape Architecture Department at the University of Maryland, 

is leading a class that is developing a concept plan for a public common in the Odenton Town 

Center.  Lynn announced there would be a public meeting starting at 6:00pm on November 3
rd

 at 

the Western District Police Station to review the student’s work and provide feedback on the 

student’s preliminary designs.  Dennis described the public meeting would be a “gallery style” 

where the twenty students will have their work on display so people can circulate, ask questions, 

and provide comments. 

 

The students are studying a site consisting of four parcels located on the northern side of MD 

175 at the intersection of MD 175 and Nevada Avenue.  These parcels were chosen due to their 

proximity to residential and commercial space in the Core and the need for open space in the 

area.  It was noted there are several challenges, specifically its proximity to MD 175 and Nevada 

Avenue bisecting the study area.  One goal will be to safely link the site for pedestrians and 

bicyclists. 

 

Dennis explained the multi-step process to develop the concept plan.  The students started by 

exploring the Odenton Town Center Master Plan.  They broke it down into pieces and had teams 

present each of the sections.  This exercise introduced them to the area, community, as well as 

the master plan process.  It also provided them the framework in which the community is 

growing.  At the beginning of October, the students took a field trip to the Odenton Town Center 



to explore the community on the ground.  Stakeholders and county staff joined them to provide 

context and share their vision of the Odenton Town Center. 

 

They analyzed the site, taking into consideration the drainage, topography, vegetation and other 

environmental features.  They also researched the history and culture of the area.  Based on these 

factors, the students developed bubble diagrams that roughly laid out some programming ideas.  

The students thought about what would act as the central and interior focus and how the park 

will interact with the surrounding properties.  These bubble diagrams were then refined to 

concept drawings. 

 

Once they had their general concept, they researched precedent projects from parks and cities 

around the world to help provide a real design to the project.  Dennis emphasized how the 

students have learned the layering process to creating a design; that is starting from governing 

documents, to a site visit, and then beginning to draw and look for inspiration.  He also explained 

how the process is iterative, where there has been a constant review and comment with faculty.  

The meeting next week is to get feedback from the public on these concept drawings.  The 

students will then develop a “working solution” to their concept drawings.  Within a few weeks, 

they will each develop their final concept plan. 

 

The students are also working to create a new logo for the Odenton Town Center.  Dennis shared 

one student’s work that explored different iterations of one design.  The public will have an 

opportunity to comment on these ideas as well at the public meeting. 

 

Dennis explained how the partnership between the County and University works well.  The 

County receives a cost-effective, tangible product that can advance the Odenton Town Center 

park project and the students get an opportunity to work on a real application while learning 

about the public process. 

 

The final product will be a 15-20 page executive summary describing their preferred site design 

and logo.  They anticipate individual final designs to be done by Thanksgiving so they can 

synthesize all the ideas into one preferred option by the end of the semester date of December 

12
th

.  The students will then present their plan to the County Administration on December 13
th

. 

 

Dennis shared a few of the student’s designs and explained some of the major design decisions 

they have made.  For example, with Nevada Avenue, some students have kept the road, but 

added traffic calming measures like pavers, and others have re-rerouted the road to the perimeter 

or have eliminated the road all together.  Some students chose to keep the road, but designed it to 

function as a closed road for occasional events.  Some students have also elected to remove the 

Disney House and others kept it to function as a café or museum.  Other elements include areas 

for seating, dining, lawn programming space, a rain garden, and an amphitheater.  Dennis 



reminded them to consider what programming fits onto the site and make sure there is a flow to 

the site. 

 

Committee Questions/Comments: 

Matthew said he was glad the students visited the community. 

 

Ed asked if the students reviewed the traffic study.  Dennis stated they did and they understand 

there are challenges with providing a pedestrian friendly site adjacent to MD 175.  Lynn said the 

County did not want to constrain the class by influencing them with the recommendations from 

the traffic study.  She also said the County will make the final decision regarding the design of 

the Grid Streets. 

 

Steve asked if the concept of building memories has come up.  Steve suggested the students 

consider adding elements that help facilitate the ability to make memories and something that 

draws the community back. 

 

Mary said she is interested in getting feedback from the two apartment buildings adjacent to the 

study area.  Mark will pass out flyers in the community and Steve said he will include the flyer in 

the Piney Orchard weekly email. 

 

Courtney asked if the students were given a list of programming for the site.  Dennis said the 

students developed all their own ideas. 

 

Kim asked if the students were developing their own concept plans.  Dennis clarified they are 

creating their own plans now, but at the end of the semester, the students will collaborate and 

develop one class concept plan. 

 

Courtney asked why the library site was put on hold.  Lynn said the Nevada Avenue site was 

selected for the purposes of this class by the Administration.  However, the library site has not 

been taken off the books and the County may be able to construct two parks, possibly one more 

urban and the other more passive.  The population density, as the Odenton Town Center grows, 

will demand more than one park.  She said the Administration was interested in a site in the Core 

area in close proximity to the residential and commercial uses.  As for the specific properties, the 

Office of Planning and Zoning identified sites that were not active development projects or were 

not rumored to have any plans for redevelopment. 

Antonio asked Dennis what other cities in the metro area he would compare Odenton to.  Dennis 

thought it was somewhat similar to Rosslyn and Olney. 

 

Courtney asked if the students will develop a budget for the project.  Dennis explained they 

would not, but he could ballpark the numbers.  Lynn said the County is planning to request 



funding via a new CIP project for land acquisition, engineering, and construction of the park, but 

that the County’s ability to acquire the land for this site will require negotiations with the 

property owners.  Antonio asked if the cost of acquisition might increase due to the level of 

interest in project.  Dennis thought it could, but the property isn’t currently developed. 

 

Dennis stated students are identifying an area where public art can be installed.  There may be 

some competition in the future to design the sculpture/art. 

 

Annual report:  Mark Wildonger 

Mark reviewed the annual report with the Committee.  Once finalized, it will be uploaded to the 

County website.  The committee should send any further comments on the report to OPZ within 

the next week after which it will be published. 

 

Courtney asked for clarification about the school utilization chart.  Lynn explained County 

Schools publishes a list roughly every year identifying what schools have capacity.  Proposed 

developments need to identify there is adequate space in the schools.  In some cases, a developer 

may pay for improvements to school to expand capacity.  It was mentioned that the new Crofton 

school, which is in the pipeline could cause some shifting and open additional capacity in some 

schools. 

 

Courtney asked when the funding requests for capital projects are determined.  Lynn said new 

funding requests are submitted to the Department of Public Works (DPW) in October for their 

review.  After their review, the Budget Committee reviews all requests and compiles a draft 

budget for the County Executive.  After approval by the Administration, it is then forwarded to 

the Planning Advisory Board who will make their own recommendations to the County Council.  

The County Council will begin reviewing it in May.  Courtney asked if the OTC Committee has 

ever weighed in on capital projects.  Lynn noted that the Priority Project List in the new OTC 

Master Plan is still current and was used along with a list of priorities submitted to the County by 

the West County Chamber. 

 

Public Questions/Comments: 

None 

 

General public comment: 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:16pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for November 29, 2016.  

Lynn reminded the Committee about the public meeting next Thursday – November 3
rd

 at 

6:00pm at the Western District Police Station. 


